








Appendix D - Street of Democracy

In 1848, Gabriel Riesser
of Hamburg was elected
by the constituency of
Lauenburg, Schleswig-
Holstein, to serve in the
democratic  revolution-
ary Frankfurt Parliament.
Riesser was a member
of the Kaiserdeputation,
which offered the Prussian
king Frederich William IV
the German crown.

When the civil rights

of the Paulskirchenver-

fassung (Paul's Church

Constitution) took effect

in February of 1849,
Riesser was able to become a citizen of Hamburg. In 1859, he
became Obergerichtsrat (chief judge) and holds the distinction of
being the first Jewish judge in Germany.

Three years earlier, Riesser had visited his close friend, the famed
Forty-eighter Theodor Olshausen, in Davenport, lowa. Back in
1836, Olshausen had started publishing articles from Riesser calling
for the emancipation of the Jews.

In 2010, we will dedicate a Forty-eighter memorial for him as
part of the "'Street of Democracy" in Hamburg.
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To my fellow Americans of
German-speaking ancestry,

The German-American Heritage
Foundanion of the USA (GAHF) needs
your help! The GAHF was founded m
1977 {originally chartered in
Pennsylvania as the United German-
American Committee of the USA, Inc.),
a3 a non-profit, not partisan, 501{c)3
educational crganization to serve as a
national umbrella organization through
which Americans, prond of their
German heritage and language, work
wgether on vital issues of comman con-
cern and promete their heritage.

Qur mission is w preserve and pro-
mate the heritage of Americans of
German-speaking ancestry and w pro-
mote the understanding, knowledge,
and friendship between people of
Germany and those of the United
States,

‘Germans represent the largest eth-
nic group in the United States. They
have been active in America since the
founding of Jamestown and have had a
mjor impact on the American culre
and economic progress of this great
nation. Yet, they are one of the few eth-
mic groups that do not have a national
muscum or heritage center. The time
has come for us to ereate a national
Germu-American heritage center, and
we found the perfect location.

Toulay, the GAHF has a major oppor-
tunity to dramancally expand ire
rescarch and education programs and
increase its overall effectiveness
through the purchase of a histaric
budiding bullt 1888, by 2 German mer-
n the heart of the revitalized sec-
tion of Washington, D, and turning it
into the first ever national German-
American Heritage Center of the USA.

Appendix D - Street of Democracy

An Open Letter from the German-American
Heritage Foundation of the USA:

A digital of the G

Rioed

This is our primary goal for 2007, The
Heritage Center will 1ell the story of all
Americans of German-speaking ancesuy
ways they helped shape our
great nation. The Center will collect,
record, preserve, and exhibir this rich
cultural legacy. It will be a place for
conunuing discussion, study, and devel
opment of ideas about German, Swiss,
Austrian, and Slovakian Americans,
their heritage, their values, and their
future. We need to raise $3 million 0
complete the purchase and renovations
of thus historical building by October
2007. We have already raised over $1
million, but time is minning out.

All gifts of $100 or more will be list-
ed in the official campaign registry
which will be permanently archived at
the Center, If you are able ro fund a
specific need or donate 25,000 or
above, the Foundation will honor you
by permanently inser NE FONT name
on our “Wall of Honor™ in recognition
of your gencrous gift;

While there are many clubs, reli
gious institutions, and organizations
throughout the United States working
diligendly o preserve German heritage,
language, and traditions, we believe

Heritage Center of the USA.

that having 3 national organization sitt-
aan m the maton’s capital is the most
eflective way to accomphish our goals, A
location in Washington, DG, gives us
the opportunity to reach tens of mil:
lions of people cach year by leveraging
off the already established tourism
trade, It also gives us a prime location
near the seat of the federal government
where we can represent the voice of
Amenicans of Genman-speaking ancesuy
on impertant issues of the day.,

1 hope vou agree that now is the
time: to reaflivm and preserve our
Germanspeaking heritage and | hope
you'll consider making a significant
leadership gift in support of this impor-
tant project. Please fecl free o contact
me al (215) 862-2807 or email me at
hedeichmann@aitoet. We look forward
1o hearing from you and working
together 1o make the preservation of
our nich hentage a bright and ongoing
eality

Sincerely,

Bern E Deichmann
Presidemt
CermmrAmenicin Hentage
Foundation of the USA

OCTOEERINOVEMEER 00T GERMAK LIFE 7

In 2010, the German-American Heritage Center's German-American Immigration
Museum will open in Washington, D.C. An exhibition about Forty-eighters from
Schleswig-Holstein that emigrated to the United States is planned for the near future.
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Appendix E

From: The Soul of Schleswig-Holstein

"After our quick walk around the old harbor area, Yogi decided
to make a brief stop at Rantrum on our way back to Flensburg. I
snapped one last photo, we loaded in the car, and began the short
drive to the town where Jiirgen Peter Ankerson was born. As I
stared through the windows
of the Mercedes at the lush,
green  Schleswig-Holstein
countryside, my thoughts
returned to lowa City and all
the research I'd done there.
The words of Jiirgen's auto-
biographical sketch that had
appeared in the Davenport
German-language newspa-
per, the lowa Reform, rattled
around in my head ... 'As the
youngest son of beloved and
worthy parents, I was born
on the first of March in the year 1824 in Rantrum." The time was
at hand; I was finally going to see the place where my great-great
grandfather's life had begun."

8

Scott Christiansen received a B. A. degree in Economics from the
University of lowa and a J.D. degree from Florida State University.
He practiced law for several years in his hometown of Davenport,
Iowa, and then operated a small business in lowa City for twenty
years.
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Appendix E

After retiring, he began doing genealogical and historical research
with a special emphasis on "Forty-eighters" who emigrated from
Schleswig-Holstein and settled in Davenport, lowa.

1461 Grand Avenue
lowa City, IA 52246-1913

E—"H Up Ewig Ungedeelt Press

While Scott Christiansen was researching his family's genealogy,
he became fascinated with one of his great-great grandfathers, Jiir-
gen Peter Ankerson, one of a small group of immigrants that col-
lectively became known as the "Forty-eighters." As Scott's research
progressed, he traveled to Schleswig-Holstein, immersed himself in
north German culture and history, and began contrasting the lives
and Weltanschauung of Schleswig-Holsteiners with his own.

Please enjoy the insights, informative research, humorous reflec-
tions, and entertaining photos documenting Scott's journey in the
enclosed CD of his book The Soul of Schleswig Holstein - An
lowan's insight into his ancestral homeland.





