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Appendix D - Street of Democracy

In 1848, Gabriel Riesser 
of Hamburg was elected 
by the constituency of 
Lauenburg, Schleswig-
Holstein, to serve in the 
democratic revolution-
ary Frankfurt Parliament.  
Riesser was a member 
of the Kaiserdeputation, 
which offered the Prussian 
king Frederich William IV 
the German crown.  

When the civil rights 
of the Paulskirchenver-
fassung (Paul's Church 
Constitution) took effect 
in February of 1849, 

Riesser was able to become a citizen of Hamburg.  In 1859, he 
became Obergerichtsrat (chief judge) and holds the distinction of 
being the first Jewish judge in Germany.

Three years earlier, Riesser had visited his close friend, the famed 
Forty-eighter Theodor Olshausen, in Davenport, Iowa.  Back in 
1836, Olshausen had started publishing articles from Riesser calling 
for the emancipation of the Jews.

In 2010, we will dedicate a Forty-eighter memorial for him as 
part of the "Street of Democracy" in Hamburg.
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Appendix D - Street of Democracy

In 2010, the German-American Heritage Center's German-American Immigration 
Museum will open in Washington, D.C.  An exhibition about Forty-eighters from 
Schleswig-Holstein that emigrated to the United States is planned for the near future.
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Appendix E 
From: The Soul of Schleswig-Holstein

"After our quick walk around the old harbor area, Yogi decided 
to make a brief stop at Rantrum on our way back to Flensburg.  I 
snapped one last photo, we loaded in the car, and began the short 
drive to the town where Jürgen Peter Ankerson was born.  As I 
stared through the windows 
of the Mercedes at the lush, 
green Schleswig-Holstein 
countryside, my thoughts 
returned to Iowa City and all 
the research I'd done there.  
The words of Jürgen's auto-
biographical sketch that had 
appeared in the Davenport 
German-language newspa-
per, the Iowa Reform, rattled 
around in my head ... 'As the 
youngest son of beloved and 
worthy parents, I was born 
on the first of March in the year 1824 in Rantrum.'  The time was 
at hand; I was finally going to see the place where my great-great 
grandfather's life had begun."

Scott Christiansen  received a B. A. degree in Economics from the 
University of Iowa and a J.D. degree from Florida State University.  
He practiced law for several years in his hometown of Davenport, 
Iowa, and then operated a small business in Iowa City for twenty 
years. 
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After retiring, he began doing genealogical and historical research 
with a special emphasis on "Forty-eighters" who emigrated from 
Schleswig-Holstein and settled in Davenport, Iowa.

While Scott Christiansen was researching his family's genealogy, 
he became fascinated with one of his great-great grandfathers, Jür-
gen Peter Ankerson, one of a small group of immigrants that col-
lectively became known as the "Forty-eighters."  As Scott's research 
progressed, he traveled to Schleswig-Holstein, immersed himself in 
north German culture and history, and began contrasting the lives 
and Weltanschauung of Schleswig-Holsteiners with his own.

Please enjoy the insights, informative research, humorous reflec-
tions, and entertaining photos documenting Scott's journey in the 
enclosed CD of his book The Soul of Schleswig Holstein  -  An 
Iowan's insight into his ancestral homeland.




