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»Als ich in New York ankam, hatte ich noch einen Dollar. Aber die andern aus
unserem Dorf waren da eben auch angekommen, und ich sah sie alle mit Namen:
Schréder, Schuldt, Timmerman, Diide, Saf, Wiedow, V618 und Briining. Dann fuh-
ren wir alle nach Iowa; ... . Nein, ich bin hier zu Hause. Hier ist ja auch meist alles
plattdeutsch ... . Wer farmen will, der soll in Iowa bleiben. Das ist meine Meinung.
In Jowa ist alles plenty: plenty Wasser, plenty Heu, plenty Korn, plenty Kartof-
feln.-*

,»When I arrived at New York I had just one Dollar left. But the others from my
village have also just arrived and I saw them all and knew them by name: Schréder,
Schuldt, Timmerman, Diide, Sa8, Wiedow, V618 und Briining. We then went to
Iowa; ..... Ohyes, that is my home. It"s mostly all Plattdeutsch [Low German] here...
. If you want to farm, you should stay in Jowa. That’s my opinion. In Towa, everything
is plenty: plenty of water, plenty of hay, plenty of corn, plenty of potatoes.-*

Johannes Gillhoff:
Jiirnjakob Swehn der Amerikafahrer !

1 Joachim Reppmann, Wunderbar - mit Plattdeutsch durch Amerika: Jiirnjakob
Swehn - Wahrheit und Legende, Land und Leute, Schleswig-Holsteinischer Zeitungs-
verlag, ed, here: Flensburger Tageblatt, June 3, 1993. Also refer to Gillhoff-Gesellschaft,
c/o Udo Baark, 19288 Glaisin, Germany



Preface

This study was originally delivered as a doctoral thesis in the Philosophy depart-
ment of Christian-Albrechts-Universitit in Kiel, Germany, in 1993. That manuscript
has been slightly abbreviated and reworked for the present publication.

An immense number of people have helped me to write this study in a variety of
capacities. With friends on both sides of the Atlantic I had the chance to discuss
research questions constantly. :

Special thanks go to my former teacher of Philosophy, Dr. Wolfgang Plenio, in
Flensburg, and to the American professor of Germanic Studies Dr. La Vern J. Rippley
of St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota, who also contributed to the translation.
I doubt that either know exactly how much they have-aided my understanding of
the history of the idea of freedom and of German-American immigration.

I also want to thank Dr. Wolfgang J. Helbich, Bochum, Dr. Herbert Reiter, Florence,
Dr. Ingo Schwarz of the Alexander-von-Humboldt-Forschungsstelle, Berlin, and
the historian John Zeller, Des Moines. I am indebted to Dr. Kurt Jiirgensen and Dr.
Helmut Grieser for warmly inviting me to take part in their seminars in the summer
of 1993 at Christian-Albrechts-Universitit, Kiel. Thanks also go to my parents, my
Norwegian friends in Risgr, and to Jochen Meggers and Propan Rheingas, Wesel,
who made this study possible with their financial support. I also owe great grati-
tude to Inter Nationes, Bonn, who generously supported this translation finan-
cially, to the translator Prof. Norman Watt, Northfield, and to my close friend
Dietrich Eicke, Preetz, who designed the layout, typesetting, and graphics for this
book. Financial support was also given by Dr. Jiirgen Miethke, Molfsee, Germany,
Bob and Lois Vohs, Ames, [owa, and Len and Virginia Degen, Holstein, Iowa.
Historical research does not, to be sure, look only into the past; often it aims
directly at the present. In connection to my work over the past ten years I have
been able to organize many trips for Americans interested in my findings who
wanted to see the land of their forefathers (for further information see the last
pages). The American/Schleswig-Holstein Heritage Society, ASHHS (PO Box 313,
Davenport, IA 52805-0313), which I helped to found, has around thousand mem-
bers in the United States and Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. In this way historical
research has brought people together, establishing closer ties between the old and
new worlds.
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Introduction

Chapter One: Introduction

A small midwestern town called New Holstein was the site where my
research began. Finding this name on a map of Wisconsin raised questions
concerning the history of Schleswig-Holstein itself.! My initial research took place
in the museum of what is today a town of 3,000 residents. This settlement’s origins
date back to a group of intellectuals from the German duchy of Holstein. Shortly
before the outbreak of the 1848 Revolution, 70 people who were weary of Europe
left their north German homeland and began new lives as ,,Latin farmers® in the
state of Wisconsin, 150 miles north of Chicago.?

A German-language article in the State Historical Archives at Des Moines
concerning the Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers from the years 1851-1861 reinforced
my interest in studying the social history of the mass emigration of Schleswig-
Holsteiners, which took place between 1846 and the beginning of the American
Civil War. I decided to try to combine this event with an analysis of the transfer of
political ideas from Germany to America.3 Many openly liberal revolutionaries
who had departed with their numerous associates after losing the War of

" Independence against Denmark in 1851 headed for the Davenport and Scott County
area of Iowa, thereby unleashing a subsequent chain migration.#

The American collective term ,,1848er” generally refers to politically
motivated revolutionary refugees from Europe who arrived in the United States
between the years 1847 and 1856. In this time frame approximately one million
Germans emigrated to the United States.> According to contemporary analygts,
famous leaders of the 1848 revolution who fled to America for political reasons
inspired this mass immigration. Gustav Struve states: ,,In the years 1848 to 1863 the
revolutionary activities in Baden caused no less than a half million Badensers to
leave their country . . . nowhere were so many politically motivated legal actions
undertaken as a result of one event.“¢ And Friedrich Kapp goes further: ,,The
1848 revolution . . . catapulted hundreds of thousands of politically oppressed and
dissatisfied Germans to America where, because of their very large numbers, they
peopled entire states and implanted enduring idiosyncrasies there.*’

Available research, however, offers no specific, conclusive definition for
the term ,,1848er,* or of the numbers of these who emigrated. According to Adolf
Zucker, the figure of 4,000 would be a conservative estimate, while Carl Wittke
believes the 1848er group is larger than had been previously assumed.8 Giinter
Moltmann theorizes that the group of German 1848ers has not yet been enumerated;
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Chapter 1

Jorg Nagler on the other hand reduces the number to abeut 500 or 600. Authors
like Marcus Lee Hansen and La Vern Rippley put the figure as high as 10,000. The
varying statistics are to some degree qualified by the variety of definitions offered.
If we take Adolf E. Zucker, who considers 1848ers to be only those who were
active in the revolutions of 1848 and 1849, then Moltmann is correct. Recently
James F. Harris put it this way: ,,If we define Forty-Eighter as a radical participant in
the revolutions of that year—that is, one who resorted to force to achieve his or
her goals—then we have a problem, because very few did that. Put more simply,
the revolutions of 1848 were not very revolutionary.*

In the study that follows, the term ,,Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers* refers not
only to the group of revolutionaries who before, during or after the wars of
insurrection against Denmark, were expecting punishment, persecution or reprisals
from Danish or, as will be shown later, from German (more specifically Schleswig-
Holstein) parties, but includes as well all inhabitants of the two duchies who left
their homeland primarily for economic reasons. A goedly number of them were
farmers, day laborers on the land, or other dependents who had fought as volunteers
in the Schleswig-Holstein army. After the general amnesty offered by the Danish
king, these individuals were, to be sure, able to consider themselves legally free
citizens of the duchies. Yet following three years of fighting for freedom and
independence, an overwhelming number of these subsequent emigrants found
the directives and legal chicanery that kept coming from Copenhagen unbearable.”
Nevertheless, the acts of repression on the part of the Danish monarchy north of
the Elbe were not, as a rule, the immediate cause of emigration; rather, the
catastrophic economic situation and the bleak outlook for the future often became
the primary reasons for leaving home.10

By positing social and ideological questions, the ,,salt water curtain®
bemoaned by Frank Thistlethwaite as a barrier between German emigration and
American immigration research can gradually be raised.!! Rather than looking
just at either the old homeland or the new, it seems more useful to pursue a
transatlantic approach to emigration research and to posit broadly-based questions
concerning Schleswig-Holsteiners and their ability to adapt in the United States,
coming as they did from an environment rich with its own cultural baggage.!?

Emigration and acculturation are not accidental; rather, they are multi-
faceted, delimited processes which are influenced by a variety of rational as well as
irrational circumstances. Only if the commonality of these differing vectors is
recognized and adjusted for educational status and age can precise statements
about cultural and socio-economic development of the emigrants/immigrants be
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Introduction

made. In this study, therefore, the individual steps of emigration need to be
understood as phases of a more all-encompassing process.

Schleswig-Holstein as a topic for investigation is a small enough
geographical unit and, because of its former position in the Danish nation, can be
considered an especially interesting case study of emigration in the land of origin,!3
a concept that too frequently gets lost in studies of mass emigration. It is of
historical interest that the Danish king was lord over Schleswig but at the same
time the German Kaiser’s vassal as pertains to the duchy of Holstein. Both duchies
were, however, connected through personal union with Denmark.14 A further
peculiarity should be mentioned, that Schleswig-Holstein was in a position to
maintain free structures for a longer period of time than any of the other German
states before the general reaction set in.!5 In the New Rhine Newspaper published
by Karl Marx we read: ,,Schleswig-Holstein is the only German state which has
rebelled directly against its princes.“16 .

In amemorial for Theodor Olshausen, his political predecessor R. Th. Rapp
evaluated the situation retrospectively in his ,,German Newspaper-—On the Rio de
la Plata,* assessing the Schleswig-Holstein question in the year 1848 as follows:
»The Dutchies on the Elbe have been of greatest importance in the recent history
of Europe, as is generally recognized even in Germany itself . . . Lord Palmerston
called them the match with which sooner or later all of Europe will be set in flames. 17

Thus, in terms of reawakening the revolution, many 1848ers both in European
and American exile viewed the duchies until 1851 as bearers of hope.18 North of
the Elbe, in contrast to the many other German states, the ,,man on the street® and
his intellectual cadres seized the opportunity of this freedom movement to turn
democratic hopes into reality.!® Their practical experience in dealing with
democratic institutions was later useful for Schleswig-Holstein immigrants in the
United States. In this connection, the revolutionaries who were famous for
republican strategies and effectiveness in social affairs far beyond their borders
were influenced by the then prevalent philosophical ideas which were later translated
and analyzed in both Schleswig-Holstein and the American Midwest. The
intellectual 1848ers had no firmly sketched political program that was intended to
be translated into reality following their emigration; rather, theirs were the more
general philosophical notions of Immanuel Kant, Thomas Paine and Georg Wil-
helm Friedrich Hegel.20

In the second part of the present investigation, the problems of acculturation
in the land of reception will be investigated. It is precisely the decade before the
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American Civil War that offers us, in the case of a homogeneous emigration group
like the Schleswig-Holsteiners, the opportunity to evaluate critically the very
superficial and general theses of the time concerning the socio-economic and
political behavior of the German-speaking immigrants.2!

As was the case with other groups of Germans, the immigrants from these .
duchies settled in specific rural areas or in a relatively small number of cities. This
fact makes possible conclusions about the cultural baggage brought by the people
from their homeland and whether or not this baggage had a decisive influence on
the acculturation process in the new homeland. On the other hand, it is scarcely
possible to explain all the contributions and capabilities of an individual immigrant
based only on his national heritage. Often it was precisely the ,,social symbiosis in
the receiving country,” aided by the opportunities. for development offered by
meeting people with different cultural experiences, that brought to light previously
unknown or unsuspected talents.%?

It would be gratifying if this study were to inspire both general interest as
well as new historical investigations into the forgotten revolutionaries from Schles-
wig-Holstein. With their philosophical ideals and their political ideology, they
acted as patriots. They paid a high price for their unswerving devotion to their
republic, the loss of their Schleswig-Holstein homeland. The late German president,
Gustav W. Heinemann, encouraged historians to take up the long-forgotten
struggles in which these individuals were engaged for the sake of a free social
German republic. ,,Only through the assimilation of our long-neglected and
repressed democratic heritage can German historical research open up new
perspectives and arrive at a new scientific plateau that would be worth our while to
discover.“23 ‘

Only the ,,resolute democrat™ Theodore Olshausen, a popular defender of
the people and the sole socialist politician in the Schleswig-Holstein provisional
government, was spared the tragic fate of being unjustifiably overlooked. All the
other representatives of the left-wing revolutionary period have, until now, remained
pretty much untouched by scientific, regional-historical investigation.24
Apparently the fact of immigration was sufficient reason not to record the

_extraordinary contributions made by these individuals before and during the
revolution. Frequently the national contribution of the conservative revolutionary
politicians was given greater attention than the larger group who were the active
ones during the revolutionary period.?

The present study is intended as a first step toward an examination of this
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untouched field, the republican revolutionaries. Further investigations could result
in a more variegated view of the interdependencies before and during the Schles- ‘
wig-Holstein revolution with respect to the considerable cultural and democratic
contribution they made following their emigration to the U.S.26 Frequently they
achieved partial realizations of their ,,pure democracy* in the face of considerable
resistance. Such studies will make a serious contribution to a deeper understanding
of both countries by demonstrating how these immigrants’ democratic views
fertilized both countries and how a social process pushed the Schleswig-Holstei-
ners and the Americans closer together as both joined hands to solve common
problems.

But before these primary actors and their disciples come out of anonymity
into their own, we must describe the methods to be employed. We will then be able
to assess in which forces determined the actions and thoughts both of the
politicians who were influential precisely among the socially weak strata of society,
and of many other emigrants as well. In the forefront are the first Schleswig-
Holstein social politicians and 1848ers, who were journalists and jurists: Theodor
Olshausen, Hans Reimer Claussen, Friedrich Hedde, Theodor Giilich and Andreas
F. Hanssen. :

In contrast to southern and western Germany, Schleswig-Holstein sent
emigrants to the United States only after 1846-1847.27 To be sure, individual
emigrations had taken place previously, but the phenomenon of group migration,
by which is meant groups with specific contract terms, legally binding edicts, as
well as settlement areas to which they were headed, was first encountered in the
duchies shortly before the February Revolution of Paris in 1848.28 It is with this
phenomenon that the present study begins.

The half decade from 1850-1855 represents a high-water mark of emigration
from Germany and Schleswig-Holstein. Subsequently, internal tensions in America
concerning the question of slavery and the very difficult recession following 1857
tended to cool immigration fever. The election of Abraham Lincoln as president in
1860, the immediate impetus for southern states to secede from the union, and the
Civil War period that supplied an effective and unusual boost to the acculturation
process constitute events which establish the outer time limits to this study. ,,By
rubbing shoulders with Americans in every type of military relationship, as
supervisors, equals and inferiors they [the Germans] came to understand their
native fellow citizens and, by the same token, to appreciate them better.*29

John A, Hawgood’s thesis—that German-speaking immigrants entertained
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Chapter 2

Chapter Two: Schleswig-Holstein Prior to the Revolution
of 1848 '

In order not to go beyond the limits of this study, we will mention only
briefly the highly complex political conditions in the southern part of the Danish
kingdom. Our primary interest concerns rather the subsequent 1848ers and their
emigration: Theodor Olshausen, Hans Reimer Claussen and Friedrich Hedde. The
March 5, 1460 Treaty of Ripener, and especially the ,.fearless improvement™ of
April 4, 1460, reconfirmed the 1386 unification of Schleswig and Holstein.#> The
rights granted by these two documents were to unite the two duchies personally
with Denmark while allowing Schleswig and Holstein to form a kind of union unto
themselves.46 The Danish Royal Law of November 14, 1665 (lex regia) permitted
female succession to the Danish throne, whereas according to German law that
held sway in Schleswig and Holstein, only the male was expressly entitled to this
privilege.#” The Danish king was supreme lord of Schleswig and at the same time
a vassal of the German emperor as far as Holstein was concerned.48

On October 22, 1844, the Danish government demanded that the existing
relationship between Denmark, Schleswig, and Holstein be maintained even in the
case of a female succession to the throne. Several weeks later, as a consequence,
the Holstein delegate assembly, including the 1848er attorney Hans Reimer
Claussen, formulated three fundamental principles of states’ rights: the duchies
are independent states, in them only males have the right of succession, and
Schleswig and Holstein are closely associated states.*?

In the subsequently famous ,,Open Letter of July 8, 1846, Christian VIII
proclaimed that the right of female succession firmly established in the Danish
Royal Law of 1665 was also valid for Schleswig-Holstein.>® This attack aroused
the suspicions of many in Schleswig and Holstein.>! Legally trained journalists
and later emigrants Theodor Olshausen and Friedrich Hedde worked intensively
on this royal law.5? Both reached the conclusion that the meaning of the lex regia
,concerning the nature of sovereignty was no longer valid for us* and they
influenced public opinion in all of Germany, from this point forward, to support the
popular cause of both duchies.’3 Against this historical and political background
it is understandable that the ,,open letter* of 1846 led to the final rupture between
the German Schleswig-Holsteiners and the Danish fatherland. For even if it was

”—apparenﬂronmﬁ;ﬁé?‘érthﬂéss the king of Denmark was

U B ; ayvtoaAs demands to-the—whole of -Schleswic

l.l_/lllg 10 LULmelaibohc_uy CALcuu1115 “his dermands to—the-whole_of- O CIICSWIZ=—

Holstein as a means of repressing the movement for German nationatism in that
part of the country.
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Reaction to this step was sharp not only in the two duchies; the Schleswig-
Holstein question now came to be considered an overarching problem of pan-
German nationalism, with the resuit that for several years following, Schleswig-
Holstein became the ,,the public opinion brainchild* for the whole of Germany. 54
Unrest in the duchies reached its high point when Theodor Olshausen was arrested
in September 1846.55 Strict Danish press censorship subsequently forbade
newspapers from reporting anything concerning Olshausen, who was held in prison
from September 1 until October 13, 1846.5% After barely a month and a half of
imprisonment he was again released.57 In March 1847 a fiscal mismanagement
case was brought against Olshausen who shortly before had been elected a
representative to the state assembly from the city of Kiel. The case was brought by
the royal Schleswig-Holstein Lauenburg office and the royal Holstein superior
criminal court for the simple reason that in Kiel a citizen’s meeting had taken place
during the fall of 1846.58 On the basis of a plea bargain by his student friend Hans
Reimer Claussen, Olshausen was not sentenced to any additional prison time.>?

Beginning in 1839, Olshausen and Claussen had become recognized beyond
just Schleswig and Holstein as the primary spokespersons for the fugitive ,,German
party.” The celebrated phrase, ,,New Holsteiner,” which was coined by opponents
of this pragmatic movement, turned into a beacon for their ideology.®? Since no
one questioned that the state of Holstein was in fact German, the New Holsteiners
wanted to shore up a liberal constitution for this southern duchy and link it more
closely to the German Federation.! -

Before war broke out between Denmark and Schleswig-Holstein, a five-
member delegation tried to arrange for a peaceful compromise on the principle of
the right to self-determination.92 Led by Theodor Olshausen and Hans Reimer
Claussen, the Schleswig-Holsteiners traveled to Copenhagen on March 22, 1848.63
For the first time ever, the people of Denmark and Schleswig-Holstein, in the form
of their representatives, faced each other, for the powers of the king-duke had
been reduced to a large extent. According to the reports of Johann Gustav Droysen
and Karl Samwer, discussions centered on the questions of legal independence for
Schleswig.54 Apparently Olshausen submitted for discussion a thesis ,,that Schies-
wig might decide between Denmark and Germany, in the same way as questions of
religious affiliation were once determined, cuius regio, eius religio.“03

It is noteworthy that initially Orla Lehmanns, the former leader of the Eider
Danish party, with its motto ,,Denmark, all the way down to the Eider River," that s,
including the duchy of Schleswig, was prepared to cooperate.®¢ Opposition on
the part of Monrad, the Danish cultural minister, however, put an end to this
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possibility. He explained unambiguously: ,,En Deling af Slesvig, som af de
Deputerede private foreslaaet, var etaenkelis.“0” When, on March 25 , 1848, the
proposal for dividing the duchies was rejected once and for all by the Danish
minister,%8 an audience with the Danish monarch was equally doomed. These
events rank among the most important in the history of Schleswig-Holstein/Danish
relations. Over 70 years later, the Treaty of Versailles would again look to this
possibility for a solution.

When Olshausen and Claussen returned to Kiel on March 26, 1848, a local
provisional government had already been constituted,?® dedicated to the principle
of legitimacy: ,,The will of our prince is no longer free* and, accordingly, a new
government had been formed , for maintenance of the rights of the duchy and the
rights of our legitimate duke,* that is to say, of the Danish king.”0 Representatives
of the leftist party—among them Friedrich Hedde—had agreed that upon his return,
Olshausen would be accepted into the conservative provisional government.”!
Hans Reimer Claussen, on the other hand, moved his field of activity to Frankfurt,
where he was elected into the Paul’s Church assembly on May 1, 1848, and
immediately joined the left centrists in the , Westendhall.<72

Ever since the Peace of Kiel of January 14, 1814, the situation had been
getting worse for day laborers, but even ,,craftsmen, many of whom are unemployed,
are now enduring a bitter struggle.“’> More than 30 percent of the population
were day laborers who were forced to toil on large farms in the most miserable of
conditions, and they dominated the duchy’s social structure.” This proletariat,
about 250,000 people, was considered a latent time bomb. Due to rising food
prices, the situation worsened just before the revolution with the result that the
lower classes viewed the coming winter with great apprehension.«73

Agriculture was the economic base for the vast majority of gainfully
employed inhabitants of Schleswig-Holstein. Industry was limited to the iron works
in Flensburg, Rendsburg, and Kiel, and the woolen mills in Neumiinster.”6 Fear of
the ,,disruption of all the bonds in human society* induced bourgeois-liberals to
forestall a possible social revolution in Germany as well as in Schleswig-Hol-
stein.”’ The 1848 uprising of cottagers was in no way the cause of revolution in
Schleswig-Holstein, which came about only in the wake of a more general uprising.

As early as 1844, the ,friend of the people,” Hans Reimer Claussen, had
warned clearly of the social conditions in his country: ,,More and more, a large
proletariat is emerging even here in Germany. Poverty is gaining the upper hand,
and if the poorer classes ever become armed while the more intelligent remain
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unarmed, then fearful consequences are in store for our future. Of course, the
dangers of communism are not to be taken too seriously yet, but we have every
reason to pay attention to the fact that in due course of time these depressing
.conditions will become dangerous.“78 ‘ '

In 1850 Friedrich Hedde articulated the seriousness of the situation from
the viewpoint of a republican: ,,The social revolutions will be much more terrible
than the movements of political revolution to date have been . . . if we do not lance
the boil . . . then perhaps a new movement like the one in 1848 may come, and it will
be even more horrible.“”® Since the founding of the Kiel Correspondenzblatt in
1830, Olshausen had been occupied with finding solutions and reforms. A refined
concept was not developed, however, until an article in several sections by Fried-
rich Hedde appeared in 1847. In his opinion, the needed reforms included: doing
away with unjustified taxes (,,for example, the stamp tax; rich people know how to
get out of it*); liberation from the obligation to patronize mills (,this burdens
especially the poorer classes*); free and open competition in business (,the guilds
limit the free pursuit of labor and deny poor people in particular thousands of work
opportunities*).80 His suggested reforms would require effective intervention by
the state, promotion of individual capacities, and allowing people to join
associations freely . ,,For, in the future, no social class will be able to protect itself
and its interests if the individuals do not increase their strengths by combining
into larger associations.“81

Theodor Olshausen, the only ,social politician® in the provisional
government, saw clearly that politicians, even many members of the provisional
government, were not interested in the social question at all, and took it up only in
order to choke off the social movement in its infancy. Olshausen condemned
politicians who did little more than take note of the decay of the lower classes
stuck in their struggle for material existence.82 On May 10, 1848 Olshausen
presented his provisional government colleagues with several unnerving questions
pertaining to the cottagers.83 Three days later, as a result, a commission was set
up which was supposed to report within two months on the condition of the
cottagers and day laborers in the Holstein districts.84 The expectations of radical
republican journalist and cosmopolitan Andreas F. Hanssen, who later settled in
New Holstein, Wisconsin, were indeed great. With an eye toward the different
local situations, the so-called Cottagers’ Commission was supposed to bring about
changes in the following areas: a transformation of the time frame and conditions
of mortgages, wage increases for day laborers by means of public works, contracts
between employers and employees, and ,,official support for emigration.“85 A
longer-range goal of those in contention with Olshausen was probably to establish
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aministry of labor.36 However, these lofty goals were not accomplished forthwith.
When disturbances broke out on several large farms in the vicinity of Pl6n during
the summer of 1848, the provisional government dispatched Olshausen to the
scene because of his ,, mesmerizing capacity for persuasion.“87 A solution, or
even just a defusing of the unrest, was not possible for Olshausen®® and his co-
workers.3? Embittered, he criticized also the Philosophical Society in Berlin, which
surfaced just after the counter-revolution came to light. It relegated the social
question to an abstract philosophical category and sought solutions only in the
rarefied abstractions of the philosopher Hegel

In the pre-March period, German reformers expected 1o realize a liberal
program based on the American model.®0 Through their writings during this period,
the noted emigrants to the United States Paul Follenius and Friedrich Miinch, had
awakened expectations of a utopian fairy tale existence in Arkansas territory.9!
,»The point of departure for all socio-political propositions emanating from the
political enlightenment and early liberalism, and likewise the basis for its vehement
criticism of the existing, harmoniously-stabilized social order and of the current
economic and political system, was the notion of a pre-existing natural order
operating in secret for the expanding needs and capacities of its members.*92

Das Volk, Eine demokratische Zeitung offered two examples to depict
concretely the republicans’ notion of democracy: ,,The Democrats are not
spendthrifts; for example, rather than worrying about pensions, democracy would
cast its eye first on the education of the people . . . look to America! There the
president of the country is not paid any more than General Bonin here; and over
there they have a democratic form of government!*93 This newspaper’s founder,
Friedrich Lexow, later emigrated from his hometown of Tonning to become a famous
New York journalist.

Political friends of Olshausen used the construct of an ,,unfree Duke* (the
Danish king), who remained the legitimate ruler even during the war. 94 In order to
more accurately characterize the political system they desired, they employed a
concept that they summed up with the new phrase , the principle of sovereignty of
the people.“93 According to this principle, there was no doubt in Claussen’s mind
»that the people of Schleswig-Holstein can accept a republican form of government
without destroying the rights of anyone, because the individual’s will must always
be subordinate to the collective will.“?® The republican conservatives of Schles-
wig-Holstein, however, took issue with these so-called ,,wild democrats,* to whom
they referred with epithets like communists and socialists. These people wanted to
abolish the privileges of the nobility, ,,but immediately wanted to implement new,
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much more insane ones for themselves.“97 The radical republican Harro Harting
criticized German liberalism ,,for wanting to wash the fur coats of the princes without
getting the princes themselves wet, and criticized their representatives as
hypocrites who thought only about promotions and pensions. "

If the concept of freedom equates with liberalism, then something similar is
valid for the word ,,socialism,* designating concepts of equality and solidarity. 99
The revolutionary from the city of Schleswig, Theodor Giilich, defined this
controversial concept much more generally in his German- American newspaper:
,,Socialism is, literally, something that concerns society; in a more restricted sense,
it concerns improving the condition of society.“190 With the motto of the Socialist
Turner Society, which Theodor Giilich founded on August 3, 1852 in Davenport,
Towa, the immigrants from Schleswig-Holstein articulated concretely their political
demands for , Freedom, Education, and Well-Being For AlL.*101

The socialistic concept of freedom, to be sure, also contained liberal aspects
of freedom concerning the individual: in addition, conditions should be created
under which the majority of people can experience freedom; most people not only
are entitled to freedom as an abstract ,right, but also in the form of material
security. Central to their socialistic concept was a demand that the individual
encounter no impediments to his social advancement.!02 |\ We do not just want

 the various freedoms, but freedom broadly understood and indeed the overall
freedom from which everyone derives something, democratic freedom, civil rights
freedom, according to which every job is guaranteed its proper wage, every
achievement its proper recognition . . . This freedom seeks to attain the well-being
of all.«103

After the arrest of Theodor Olshausen at the beginning of September
1846,104 it became clear that the guarantee of personal freedom was in no way a
juridical question, but rather had taken on political overtones. As a result of his
arrest, Olshausen had become a folk hero at all levels of society within the duchy.
He took advantage of his influence after the failed revolution when he encouraged
farm hands and day laborers in particular to emigrate to lowa. The great jubilation
of the people following Olshausen’s provisional release on October 13, 1846 was a
reaction ,,in part to him as a person, but also in part to the victory of justice. 105
,,There was no longer any question of actual freedom . . . not a trace of it,” commented
Friedrich Hedde, representing Olshausen as publisher of the Kieler
Correspondenz.196 Of the explosive situation within the country, he wrote
prophetically that if the arbitrary arrest of Olshausen had not been countermanded,
it would have resulted in violent consequences. ‘107
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As pertains to the ,,Schleswig-Holstein question,* a precarious situation
had developed. In February, 1849, the Itzehoe Weekly took a position under its
subheading, ,,Historical rights and the will of the people:* Even the Danes have
the precedent of historical rights . . . Aware of our well-founded historical rights,
we have begun the task of liberating ourselves from the Danish yoke. This legal
right has empowered us to prepare the revolution—the will of the people, sanctioned
in the year 1848, must now help us bring it to a successful conclusion.“108

Kant already saw the meaning of all history as a continuing approach ,,to
the model of a constitution founded on the principles. of freedom.“19% Hegel
expanded on this notion: ,,The individual obeys the laws and knows that he retains
his freedom in obeying them.* Hegel’s social freedom means freedom in reference
to the state. In this sense ,,state” means ,,a reasonable and objective entity which
exists for the freedom that comes from it,“ its laws being ,,objectivity of the mind
and the will reflecting its truth.“!10

Justhow deeply Schleswig-Holstein intellectuals in Olshausen’s circle were
steeped in the philosophy of Hegel and how much they believed in the positive
power of the ideas of the enlightenment such as ‘Gffentlichkeit’ is indicated by the
article ,,Hegelianism in the face of free religious thinking of the time, which appeared
in the Kiel Correspondenz of June 17, 1847: ,, He who does not believe in the
absolute godhead of Hegelianism must thereby be an opponent of the authentic
enlightenment, for the true enlightenment is Hegelianism, whereas rationalism was
afalse form.“ ‘

Hegel soon became the philosopher most influential on liberals in the pre-
March period.!!! The progressive revolutionary element of his philosophy lay in
the fact that only that which was reasonable was real for him.!!2 In that sense,
reason was permitted, and had an obligation to criticize all public abuses within the
state. This was supposed to take place by means of public opinion. ,,It contains
within itself, therefore, the eternal and substantial principles of justice, the result
of the entire constitution, the laws and . . . in the form of common sense, the true
purposes of reality.*113

Hans Reimer.Claussen explained shortly before his election to the Holstein
Parliament: ,, The influence which public opinion . . . could enjoy will usually be that
of doing good deeds even as public opinion awakens better feelings and impulses
among men . . . and also overcomes and suppresses the worst of these.“114 The
writer-and painter Harro Harring, who had just returned from America, expanded
upon this notion: ,,The democratic development of a people takes place in an
atmosphere of public open-mindedness.*115
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For many years the United States has had a press which is controlled by
public opinion and whose absolute freedom is guaranteed as one of the basic
rights stipulated in the Constitution.116 After a four-year stay in the United States,
Olshausen judged this question, in accordance with his own observations and
experiences, much more critically:

No one dares to declare himself against a strong public opinion in
political and related matters; from this arises the continuation of
prejudices and wrong-headed views, which could not be maintained for
long if there were true and free open discussion. This republican
conservatism is naturally just as destructive in its consequences as that
of monarchies and aristocracies. However, this notion is, in my opinion,
much less the result of the formal Constitution; rather, it is the expression
of the ruling Anglo-Saxon nationality whose nature, in spite of the -

. Declaration of Independence and the Revolution, is nevertheless
basically ultra-conservative.“117

In the words of a political friend of Theodor Giilich in Iowa, journalists were
supposed to feel responsible only to one guiding power, ,,that is, the tribunal of
public opinion.“118 Claussen reaffirmed this central function in his first euphoric
report from Davenport: ,Freedom, of the press brings forth everything that is of
interest to the people and presents it before the court of public opinion.* 119

It would be an exaggeration to maintain ,,that Hegelian philosophy was the
creed of the majority of the Germans*120 in the United States, but the extent of the
influence which this foremost representative of German idealism had in the
philosophical formation of the 1848ers!2! was recognized by non-German
journalists as well: ,,We honor them for their devotion to freedom . . . but we have
no use for their transcendentalism in politics. We have failed to discover in the
German mind, since the philosophy of Hegel overran the country, those indications
of practical statesmanship which would constitute them fit leaders of a political
party.“122 Ever since the time of the immigration of German intellectuals in the pre-
March period, the so-called 1830ers had been disseminating Hegel’s views to a
broad spectrum of the American public.!23

Notions of the Enlightenment formed the basis for the definition of liberalism
in the 19th century. In the view of Kant, it encompasses ,,the release of man from
his self-deserved immaturity;* man should ,,make use of his reason in all matters of
public interchange, that is to say, to cogitate.“124 Clear parallels to the
Jtranscendental principles” of the Kénigsberg philosopher demonstrate how deeply
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rooted the Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers were in the Enlightenment and in the moral
philosophy of Kant. ,,All actions affecting the rights of other people are unjust if
their maxims do not stand up to the scrutiny of the political analyst.“125 The
American historian Carl Wittke was concerned in detail with the 1848ers. For him
they were ,.the true heirs of Kant, Fichte and Hegel . . . and their gradual extinction
has meant the end of the cultural flowering of German communities in the United -
States. 126

The Enlightenment signified first and foremost the emancipation of the
individual in all areas, especially, however, from the authority of the church. 127
» L he relationship of man to God, wrote Theodor Olshausen in 1847, ,,the orientation
of his faith, these are matters for which the individual is accountable only to his
own conscience.“128 Radical developments along this line would take place only
after the emigrations through the founding of ,,Freie Gemeinden® [liberal non-
denominational communities] in America. Among the basic principles of the
Enlightenment was also the conviction that the socially weak classes of society
could be given a happier life through education and instruction.!29

In addition to their liberal demands, a sense of national identity had been
developing among the farmhands and day laborers since 1840. The notion of a
cultural and national unity of a people was different on the Schleswig-Holstein
side of the border than it was in Denmark.130 A visible sign of this growing feeling
of nationalism manifested itself in regional, pan-German!3! singing festivals, which
were viewed in Copenhagen as political demonstrations and therefore intensified
political tensions.132 Organized by the burgeoning ,,Liedertafel“ societies, these
singing groups acquired great significance and, despite the opposition brought to
bear by censorship,!33 the folk song became a bearer of German identity and
demands for a German nation.134 ‘

In America, singing societies were the first organizations founded by German
immigrants.}35 In the societies founded by Schleswig-Holsteiners, the numerous
Low German choirs played a significant role in keeping memories of the revolutionary
period alive, often for longer than in the homeland that had been left behind.
Thoughts of that homeland were fostered with particular intensity by an
organization, unique in America, known as ,,the Davenporter Verein der Kampf-
genossen der Schleswig-Holsteinischen Wars of Liberation of 1848, 1849 and
1850136 (the Davenport Society of Veterans of the Schleswig-Holstein Wars of
Liberation from 1848, 1849 and 1850). Emil Geisler, born on April 11, 1828 in Lunden,
Dithmarschen, a long-standing member of this society, reported in 1905 not without
pride: ,,Even in our native country of Germany there is no city in which there is a
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veterans’ society for men of ’48 as large as that which we enjoy here in
Davenport.“137 By that time, the number of members had shrunk from 320 at its
founding to 175, and the age of the veterans then ranged from 75 to 88 years
old.138 . : ; :

Substantial emigration from the duchies was registered only after 1846.
,JEmigration fever spreads like a contagious disease farther and farther in a northerly
direction.“13% | One hears constantly of the planned emigrations to North
America.“140 Many journalists expressed sharp criticism of this phenomenon up
to the end of the revolutionary period, and they constantly sought a scapegoat.
,Emigration feverhas found its way even to Holstein . . . this sickness, which is
manifested now and again in the lower classes, did not originate with us, but in the
search for causes we might name those who are offering a fee and who run around
planting the poison of their enticements in the ears of simple and unsuspecting
people.“141 The author of this article, entitled ,,On the Recruitment of Immigrants,*
realizes on the other hand that ,many of the poor were driven into exile,” by
despotic pressures, un-Christian intolerance, feudalistic compulsion, fiscal
exploitation.142 By contrast, the number of those leaving southern and western
Germany primarily for economic reasons had been climbing ever since 1830.143
For Schleswig-Holstein, only individual emigrants are documented for this earlier
period.144

Among them, 14 years before the departure of the well-known Theodor
Olshausen, was one of his half-brothers, Arthur Olshausen, and some years later
another half-brother, a medical doctor named Johannes, both of whom emigrated
to the United States. Arthur, a trained typesetter, born on October 16, 1819, in

*Eutin, landed on July 3, 1837 in New York.45 At the time, the emigration process
required at least four weeks for the journey from New York to St. Louis, a city that
upon Olshausen’s arrival on August 8, 1837 had a population of 12,000.146 By
August 14, 1837, the young man, still not quite eighteen, had already begun working
in the printing division of the weekly Anzeiger, which had at the time a mere 300
subscribers. The young man’s initial task was to set type for the Missouri Legal
Code. In 1844 Arthur became a co-owner and two years later the sole owner of the
newspaper, which was now appearing daily.}47 On March'8, 1850, fully a year
before Theodor Olshausen would arrive to join his brothers Arthur and Johannes,

_Arthur had already sold his Anzeiger des Westens to Heinrich Bornstein.148

In 1847, Johannes Julianus, known in the United States as John, joined his
brother Arthur in St. Louis.14? Johannes was born in Eutin on June 6, 1817. He

attended the Gymnasium in Schleswig and studied medicine in Konigsberg and
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Kiel. After extended research trips through Europe, the Orient, and South America,
Johannes worked in St. Louis with minimal financial success until the year 1854150

Two years before his half-brother Theodor Olshausen would join Johannes and
take over the newspaper Der Democrat in Davenport, Johannes had already moved
to this center of Schleswig-Holstein immigration in America, where he became a
successful ,,physician, surgeon and accoucheur opposite the Pennsylvania
House.“151

Another of the early Schleswig-Holstein immigrants from Kiel was Karl
Georg Allhusen. He had been living as a well-to-do merchant in New Orleans since
1835, but during the revolutionary period found himself once again back in Schles-
wig-Holstein.132 Althusen was well known to German officials because of his
agitation among the working classes. Two of his publications in Kiel were
translations into German of the writings of Thomas Paine. Books by this deist and
revolutionary were being read everywhere in Germany.!53 Paine’s widely circulated
Common Sense, a book that helped lay the groundwork for the American Revolu-
tion, appeared in Philadelphia in 1776 and undoubtedly made a great impact on
Theodor Olshausen, since for him, too, free will was an aspect of common sense.
It was his opinion that the ,,germ of truth“ lay in the common sense of all mankind
and did not proceed from any one individual.15>* Olshausen, the most influential
left-wing politician in Schleswig-Holstein, patterned himself after Paine. The fact
that in his journalistic publications Olshausen often used the term ,,common sense*
or its translation, ,,gemeiner Menschenverstand,” may serve to indicate how
strongly his American colleague had influenced him. Paine’s major works, The
Rights of Man and Common Sense, had already been published in German
translation in Copenhagen in 1793 and 1794, respectively. Olshausen recognized
in these books perfect parallels to his own personal situation and that of political
structures in Schleswig-Holstein.

In implementing ideas of the Enlightenment in his own homeland, Olshausen
followed Paine in his acknowledged position as revolutionary. The work Common
Sense sheds light in particular on the dual characteristics of the American Revolu-
tion.155 Even as the legal struggle between England and the colonies was unfolding,
a growing minority was developing strategies for achieving the Colonies’ ideals as
arepublic. Paine’s idea that only a complete separation from England could bring
happiness and financial well-being to the Americans certainly fortified Theodor
Olshausen. For him and for Hans Reimer Claussen, Danish absolutism with its
notion of hereditary succession to the throne was the system of government least
suited to guaranteeing human rights and personal freedom, the right of free elections,
freedom of the press, and the right to engage in revolution.!56
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In speeches given at St. Paul’s Church in Frankfurt, Hans Reimer Claussen
demanded arepublican central power for the whole of Germany, which alone would
be able to successfully support Schleswig-Holstein in its struggle against Den-
mark; this concept had features clearly similar to those of the American form of
government. ,,For it is not a constitutional monarchy that we want to create, it is
rather arepublic . . . I am a Schleswig-Holsteiner—in no way do I love my Prince
Friedrich VII, not in the slightest!“157

The Schleswig-Holstein democrats also considered Paine’s definition of a
republic the best form of government, ,,a government by election and
representation.” As a matter of fact, they followed in detail the insight that the
worth in any government or its lack of worth is determined by its written constitution,
and in 1848 they forced the drafting of the Schleswig-Holstein basic law.158 The
American journalist also influenced the religious free-thinker movement among
the 1848ers.1? It was precisely the leftist powers in Schleswig-Holstein who
recognized the church as an effective champion of absolutism and who therefore
demanded strict separation of church and state. Like Paine, Olshausen declined to
inject the usual blizzard of Latin quotations into his publications, but rather sought
to persuade through forceful, stirring language and stylistically masterful arguments
that appealed to common sense. )

The mass emigration from Schleswig-Holstein to Davenport, lowa, 160 which
began in 1846-1847 was preceded by the settlements which Johann Heinrich (1838)
and the teacher Kay Asmus Kroegersberg (1840) had established previously.16!
For some time, Kroegersberg had been carrying on letter exchanges with friends in
the duchies, offering information which in some points did not completely
correspond to realities in America.!62 Preceding these first Schleswig-Holstei-
ners were three families from Thiiringen who settled in Davenport between 1836
and 1838. Their presence, however, did not lead to any subsequent chain
migration.163 It was the 1848ers who first initiated mass emigrations targeted for
Iowa.

Of decisive significance for three major waves of emigration to Iowa in 1847
were the brothers Louis and Wilhelm Beyer from the town of Preetz in Holstein. In
1844 they had settled in Scott County, which surrounds Davenport. Although 25
additional countrymen followed in the next two years, it was their enthusiastic
letters to the old homeland and the actual return of Louis Beyer to pick up his
family that stimulated the first great emigration wave from the duchies to
Davenport.1%4 Economic motives for immigration were not always primary;
Olshausen’s emigration society, for example, had cash amounting to 60,000
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Reichsthalers.165 | Today 129 Holsteiners are leaving the region of Eutin. Among
the emigrants are quite a few intelligent people.“166 In America as well, this mass
immigration of Germans, unknown up to this time, caused quite a stir. A quotation
translated from an American source that appeared in the Cologne Allgemeine
Zeitung stated: It is indeed frightful to see how the emigration increases . . .
educated young men, physicians, attorneys. . .“167

In the summer of 1847 three additional groups left Schleswig-Holstein
headed for Davenport. These members came primarily from the district of
Probsteil68 in the vicinity of Kiel, from Danish Wohldt, and from the district of
Pl6n.169 Among these emigrants were two men who later would become important
politicians in their new home state.170 Claus (Nicholas) Johann Rusch, born on
February 15, 1822, in St. Michaelisdonn/Dithmarschen, later Lieutenant Governor
of Towa, arrived in Davenport on August 1, 1847.171 American biographers report
that Rusch, who had started medical studies in Kiel in February of that year,172
had taken part in illegal activities against the Danish king and had avoided arrest
by emigrating.173 Mathias J. Rohlfs was born on April 19, 1816 in Tondern.174
After finishing teachers’ college in his hometown, he became a school teacher in

‘Hornsmiihlen. On the same vessel as Rusch, Rohlfs reached Davenport in late
summer of 1847. His political career began with his election as Justice of the Peace.
From 1866 onward he was elected to four terms in the state legislature of lowa as a
representative of the Republican party from Scott County. As a member of the
commission for immigration, he wrote the book, lowa, a Homeland for Immigrants
(Iowa, die Heimath fiir Einwanderer). This piece of propaganda gained a large
circulation in Germany and contributed a great deal to the increase in the stream of
immigrants who headed for this state beginning in 1872.175

In conclusion then, it is possible to say that the majority of Schleswig-
Holstein emigrants up to 1848 did not leave their homeland for economic reasons
as was the case in the rest of Germany. Their emigration was a kind of substitute
revolution!7® because, in the light of increasingly disquieting conditions at
home,!77 they expected no solution to their disagreements with Denmark.

Wilhelm Ostenfeld organized one of the more interesting social-philosophy-
minded emigration societies. In 1843 he interrupted his law studies in Kiel and
opted for settlement in the small village of Calumetville on Lake Winnebago in the
state of Wisconsin. In the fall of 1847, accompanied by his American friend Charles
White, Ostenfeld took a trip back to the duchies in order to campaign for settlers.!78
Before the two ever arrived in Kiel, they encountered other exiles, Klaus Oesau
and Joachim Kronke, in Hamburg,!7® both of whom quickly decided that they
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would return in a few months with these visitors from America.189 Whether they
really fled from the duchies into the Hanseatic city of Hamburg ,,for purposes of
avoiding arrest and imprisonment by Danish authorities* 18! cannot be ascertained
from Schleswig-Holstein sources. New Holstein’s chronicler, Rudolph Puchner,
did reckon these first settlers among the refugee 1848ers.182 However, one needs
to bear in mind that this classification was commonly used at that time for varying
groups of German immigrants to America. 183

The Itzehoe Weekly then published two long articles by Ostenfeld, which
for the first time championed emigration in the light of its benefits for the people in
Schleswig-Holstein.!84 Descriptions about climate and farming take up the major
portion. Ostenfeld speaks out clearly against settlement societies that had fixed
and firm conditions: These societies have no place in America, the land of freedom.
Traveling together, yes, that’s one thing, but settling together—do not make any
enduring contracts. Even though, on behalf of a land speculator, Ostenfeld was
supposed to be selling land near his American town in Calumet County, Wisconsin,
he mentions the advantages of states like lowa and Wisconsin, Simultaneously he
warns against southern states like Tennessee and advises strongly against people
making. a trial trip first. ,Either go to America with the courage and the firm
determination to create a new home there, or give up the idea entirely.*185

In Kiel, Itzehoe, and other towns, there were many willing emigrants who
joined Ostenfeld and White.!86 On April 2, 1848, several days after the provisional
government had been established in Kiel, their journey began on the Brarens. All
198 passengers, 70 of them belonging to the Ostenfeld group, reached New York
on May 12, 1848, and greeted their new homeland dressed in their Sunday best. 187
Thanks to the experience of their leaders who knew America well, the group easily
reached Calumetville where Charles White owned a hotel. 138 An analysis of the
passenger list of the Brarens189 reveals that this group did not consist of young
men in search of adventure; it was composed rather of families whose members
were of various ages. Only four persons gave ,,craftsman™ as their profession, but
there was also a doctor, Karl Bock, and a man named Karl Griining, whose entry
reads ,,master of the Latin and English languages.“190 Thanks to this Latin-English
teacher who became the ,,secretary* and kept the town minutes of New Holstein, 191
we are able to read the proceedings from May 6, 1849 on in flawless English.
Griining took charge of all subsequent transactions and thereby played. an
outstanding role in the overall development of New Holstein.!92

This homogeneous group can be categorized as belonging to the well-
educated middle class. ,,They were men above the average inintelligence . . . They
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were mostly men of means . . 193 and, because of their subsequent economic
well-being, came to be known as a successful community of Latin farmers.19* The
purchases of land made by these 70 Schleswig-Holsteiners indicate clearly the
financial means with which they began their new lives. Just as Wisconsin was
becoming the thirtieth state in the Union (May 29, 1848), the emigrants arrived in
Calumet County. Immediately upon seeing the site, they began contracting for the
purchase of land and issuing orders to construction workers in Calumetville for
the erection of houses .195 The property they purchased amounted to between 80
and 200 acres each, and for each 200 acres of land they paid up to $600.196

Up to 1855 there was a steady flow of new immigrants. During these first
seven years, 78% of the immigrants took up residence in the township. Schleswig-
Holsteiners accounted for the majority, 67.15%, followed by Rhine-Prussians,
21.8%, and other Germans, 5.9%. Yankee Americans amounted to only 5.15% of
the residents of New Holstein township.197

The political organization of New Holstein took place on April 2, 1849. 198
It was in this context that ,,the elevated word ‘self-government’ became a reality.*19°
Suddenly all the political rights and duties of a grassroots democracy were placed
upon the shoulders of the New Holsteiners. In 1857, section 17 was newly surveyed
and registered in the county deed books in Chilton as ,,The Village of Altona.*
Since an already existing Altona frequently received their letters from people still
in the duchies, they decided two years later to change the name to the ,,Village of
New Holstein.“200

New Holstein’s subsequent chronicler, Rudolph Puchner, arrived in the
spring of 1849 from the southwest German district of Swabia and opened a general
store in the purely north German New Holstein settlement. Puchner’s talent for
doing business and his proclivity for earning money ,,in the bush* led the former
newspaper editor Hanssen to explain in Olshausen’s ,,North German Free Press®
that Puchner’s ,,Yankee perspicacity” had been acquired during his short stay
among the Yankees.20! Industrial development in New Holstein began in 1853
with the construction of a sawmill by Joachim Schildhauer, who had emigrated
from the vicinity of Schleswig in 1851.202 | Not only were there willing workers,
but financial capital also accumulated and generated a great deal of prosperity.“203

Interestingly enough, New Holstein was not named after a German city, as
was the case in the overwhelming majority of German settlements in America, but
after an oppressed duchy of the German Federation that was a part of the Danish
,.total state.“ For the neighboring township of Schleswig, which was settled at the

32



Schleswig-Holstein Prior to the Revolution of 1848

same time as New Holstein, the founders in 1853.¢204 Subsequent authors disagree
on this question. The director of the emigration society, Wilhelm Ostenfeld, had
suggested the name ,,Neuholstein“ during his trip across the ocean, the reason
being ,,. . . not only to remind us of the homeland from which we all originated, but
also in order to create a signpost for ensuing emigrants from the duchies towards

which they can happily orient themselves.“205

Since the sources give us no further clues, only speculation is possible
about alternative concepts of a more far-reaching nature. It is highly probable that
both Ostenfeld and Puchner were familiar with the new German ideology of Karl
Follen, his brother Paul, and Friedrich Miinch through their university educations
in Kiel and Heidelberg. After the failed reform efforts in Germany in 1830, their ideal
was a territory—they were thinking of the state of Arkansas26 —which all German-
speaking immigrants would settle. This chosen territory was supposed to become
,.a model state in the great republic.“207 In the early 1850’s this old notion was
reborn: the Flensburg writer Adolf Strodtmann confirmed many years after his
return to Germany that many idealists wanted to found ,,a new homeland, a better
and larger Germany* in' America with him in 1852.208 Perhaps some of the New
Holsteiners had a ,,new Schleswig-Holstein in miniature* in mind. On the other
hand, a linguistic association with the ‘New Holsteinism’ movement created in

1839 by Olshausen and Claussen is also conceivable. Since Wilhelm Ostenfeld
had left Schleswig-Holstein in 1843, his suggestion for a name could indicate
evidence of his sympathy for this line of thinking.
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Chapter Three: Forty-Eighters in Schleswig-Holstein,
1848-1851

During the 1840s there were political groupings, but no party system in
today’s sense of the word. Our primary interest here concerns the left-oriented
spectrum around which the subsequent emigrants to America coalesced under the
leadership of Theodor Olshausen. His friend and co-publisher of the North German
Free Press, Otto Fock, called this faction, which can be considered a decisive step
forward in its representation of the democratic ideas of the time, the ,,great liberal
party“ (die grofe freisinnige Partei).2%® The fact that even the ,,so-called common
man equated lack of freedom with being Danish“ must be ascribed to the influence
of this democratic faction.?10

The first as yet unclear contours of party formation could be observed
among the members of the local parliament in Itzehoe and Schleswig.2!! Tn 1844
there was the threat of a division within the ,,State (Provincial) Party,* which
demanded more rights and freedoms in general in the Danish ,,total state,” when ‘
Olshausen and Claussen and their ,,German Party* began propagating New
Holsteinism.212 The older Schleswig-Holsteiners turned against these liberal forces
because their conservative representatives had wanted for a long time to avoid
conflict with Copenhagen at all costs.213 Yet in a subsequent review by one of
these ,,red republicans,” all had a common objective: ,,the destruction of Danish
supremacy. 214

After the elections to the state parliament in September 1848, three political
parties gradually took shape in Schleswig-Holstein, later than in other places.215
Like the representatives of the people to the Paulskirche in Frankfurt, the members
of these ,,clubs* met in three different restaurants.21® For the already mentioned
journalist of the ,,red republicans,” the ,,absolutists“ (characterized in the language
of the street as ,,screamers”), the ,,constitutionalists (,,whiners*), but also the
»radicals® (,,agitators*) were not decisive enough. For as a ,,truly authenticated*
republican, he demanded ,,a period of thorough purification for the good of the
Fatherland.“?17 A liberal journalist, on the other hand, adopted the classical
subdivisions of Left, Center, and Right, whereby the conservatives were still behind
in the formation of parties. In comparison to its political opponents, the Left had
from the outset more concrete goals and binding agreements, and thus a pro-
gram?!8 whose first principle was the ,,participation of all citizens in the political
rights and duties of the state.“?!% The Left’s elected representatives in the local
parliament consisted of barely 40 persons, with Theodor Olshausen as their
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indisputable leader. ,,His stalwart faith in a future of freedom makes him the best
man for the assembly.“220 But even in the early stages of party formation, an
wextreme Left“ consisting of 18 members, among them Olshausen, was clearly
visible. In discussions concerning the right of the people to bear arms and the
,,social question,” and during the vote on a state constitution, this leftist minority
rejected ,,the concept of the whole for one that focused only on the individual.*?21

By early 1850, the ,,Center* no longer existed for these radical republicans in the
circle of Claussen, Hedde, and Olshausen since it had lost all credibility among the
people through , ridiculous twaddle“ on the topic of ,,constitutional monarchy-on
the broadest possible democratic basis.“?22 In the summer of 1849, the very
young radical republican, Theodor Giilich, entered the public arena with an appeal
to the extreme left: ‘

Party Members (of Schleswig-Holstein):
Therefore, as if driven by a storm,
Gather yourselves into a party!
Draw your swords from their scabbards!
Insert your bullets into your rifles!
Put out with vigor onto the wildly churning sea!
Since ,,good fortune smiles on the courageous*
Boldly lay the first stone for a German republic.223

The difficulties the politicians of the Left confronted can be observed in
the ,,activities of the screamers and the Corporalstock Party’* against Harro Ham'ng.
Several officers at the precinct polling place in Rendsburg checked the votes cast
by their recruits, the reason being that Harring’s opposition candidate was the
arch conservative Lieutenant Colonel Garrels.224

Numerous scholarly investigations have shown how decisively the 19th-
century workers” movement in many regions of Germany affected social and political
change.225 In Schleswig-Holstein, intensive research on the emancipation of the
Lfourth class has gotten underway only in the most recent past.226 In various
states of Germany, the first organizational initiatives among the workers took place
as early as the 1840s.227 In the Schleswig-Holstein duchies, however, it was the
1848ers who established the first educational organizations for workers during the
period of the revolution. As early as 1839 in the city of Schleswig, the first Lieder-
tafel singing society came into being. Thereafter, similar singing societies sprang
up like mushrooms throughout the entire country.228 As early as October 19,
1845, Olshausen and Hedde had organized a ,,business society,” the first of its
kind in Schleswig-Holstein.?2? Theodor Giilich later paid tribute to this
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establishment as an educational society through which ,.the first semblance of
political awareness was infused into the people and, as a matter of fact, into all
classes of people.*230

At the beginning of 1848, before revolutionary activities began, it was
again Olshausen who founded the first citizens’ society in Kiel.23! On the basis
of the first reports concerning the events in Paris, about 400 persons gathered as
early as the beginning of March and decided to petition for freedom of the press.232
This citizens’ society, which became the center of political life in Kiel, included
initially craftsmen, students and members of Turner Societies.233 On September
19 of the same year, these new members adopted the name of ,,Democratic
Society.“23% Olshausen used this opportunity to warn against presenting the

_republic as the most important objective in political efforts. ,,Schleswig-Holstein
should at any rate not take the lead in this matter.*235

The growing unrest of the workers, day laborers and farm workers, who up
to now had not been organized, was recognized also in conservative circles. Even
during the first encounters of the war against Denmark, Adolf Glasbrenner asserted
in his article ,,Call to the poor workers and rural people, the revolution whose
blessings we mostly owe to you, you brave ones, you, the heroic poor, is now

. past.“?36 Thus there was general recognition of the ,,need for political educational
societies* and rural grade-school teachers were encouraged to help found these
clubs.237

On October 9, 1848, in the city of Neumiinster, the representatives of several
local people’s societies headed by Olshausen established a more unified organization
with a program bearing the title ,,Preservation of the People’s Sovereignty.«238
From the first general resolution it offered, it became clear how tense the situation
was in the duchies after Olshausen had ceased to work as part of the provisional
government: ,,The people of Schleswig-Holstein declare that they have no intention
of letting themselves be transformed from the state of lawful order that has prevailed
since the revolution into one of anarchy.“?3? Scarcely one year later the folk
societies in a central assembly elected Harro Harring as their president.240 In the
discussion of whether the society’s representatives should send an ,,address* to
the rump parliament that was meeting at the time in Stuttgart, Friedrich Hedde, a
representative of the Bad Segeberg Citizens Society, remarked with resignation:
,»»such a communication of sympathy would be nothing more than a confirmation -
of our weakness.“241

Four weeks later Harring ended his presidency when two members of the
central committee resigned because of his political statements. In a letter defending

36



Forty-Eighters in Schleswig-Holstein 1848-1851

himself, Harring referred to his dignity as a citizen of the United States which did
not permit ,,submission® to a ,,princely sovereignty.“2*2 From early on, arch
conservative opponents (aristocratic party ,,whiners*) had organized against these
political people’s societies. They could see little more than the ,,sickly outgrowth
of an unruly era“ in the new organizations.2*3 In this connection, the patriotic
society for Schleswig-Holstein had set itself the task of warning all rural farm
workers and laborers to be wary of the ,,actions of lawyers, scholars and
schoolteachers.” ,;Place your trust in your authorities and in your landed owners,*
and not in the treacherous promises of ,agitators, Communists and revo-
lutionaries“244 as an anonymous appeal advised.?4> In due time, these reactionary
powers achieved more and more control over the citizens’ and people’s societies,
as a result pushing liberal democrats, radical republicans and workers out of
positions of leadership. '

Claussen, upon returning from the forced dissolution of the rump parliament,
continued his political work in Schleswig-Holstein and, together with Olshausen
and Hedde, also energetically supported the foundation of these political workers
societies.240 At the beginning of 1850, on the initiative of the workers society in
Wilhelminenhéohe near Kiel, the ,,Central Committee of Schleswig-Holstein Workers
Societies* was formed.247 Among the five directors of this umbrella organization
were the three individuals mentioned above, later to become 1848ers. They decided '
that all matters cohcerning the Schleswig-Holstein Collective Workers’ Societies,
as it was later called, should be published in the Zeitung fiir Arbeiter (,,Newspaper
for Workers,* Kiel) and Das Volk (,,The People,* Rendsburg).248

The task of the workers’ societies was three-fold: (1) improvement of the
material situation of the workers, (2) furtherance of their moral education, and (3)
awakening and education of political consciousness among the worker class.?49
The radical republicans were convinced that a consciousness of human dignity
had to be developed precisely among underprivileged workers and day laborers.
Then the ,,democratic spirit* would be able to shape them into morally free human
beings.259 They felt that only the members of the Workers’ Society had
enthusiastically ,,recognized that only through education could freedom be
provided to the individual.*25! Thus, on June 8, 1850, the newspaper Das Volk
announced the purchase by President Olshausen of two books each for all members
of the society: one by Ignaz Lehmann, Basic Rights of the German People, and the
other, by Rudolph Dulon, On the Struggle for Freedom of the People; a Reader for
the German People. :

Claussen’s departure from the provisional government had meant an
indefinite adjournment of the ,labor question.“252 Again and again, however,
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suggestions were made; for example, that farm laborers, who were ,.in reality,
serfs,“233 could be helped simply by the ,possibility of acquiring their own
property.“234 The mass emigration in the early 1850s was then also in Schleswig-
Holstein a substitute for revolution?55 and a social escape valve.

The first Turnverein (Turner Society) in Schleswig-Holstein was established
in Kiel by a young lawyer named Friedrich Hedde, who was born on September 11,
1818 in Rendsburg.2%¢ In this organization, that had more the character of a political
party than a gymnastic society, the republican-minded were in the majority. In
contrast to the liberal democrats, who believed that the state and society could be
‘changed through reforms, in accordance with the principle of the division of power-
sharing of powers advanced by Montesquieu and through a German parliament,
the Kiel Turners of 1844 wanted to realize the notion of equality in accordance with
Rousseau’s concept of popular sovereignty and thus sought the removal of all
power held by princes.27 The head of the Turner society was Christian Miiller,
who was born in Heiligenhafen on March 1, 1823. After the wars of liberation, he
and Theodor Giilich founded the ,,Socialist Turnverein“ in Davenport. 258

Immediately after the provisional government had been instituted, the Tur-
ners entered the public arena. Re-enforced by young barricade fighters from Berlin
and students from Heidelberg who had been greeted triumphantly by a jubilant
public in Kiel, they created the ,,student and Turner corps.*2?>® Their first military
engagement followed the same day with the bloodless capture of the fortress in
Rendsburg. Reports in the newspapers said: ,,The Turners have played a not
unimportant role in the most recent events,*260 and articles about the objectives
of the father of the Turnverein, Ludwig Jahn, furthered the founding of similar
societies even in more rural regions: ,,Gymnastics is the most suitable school for
learning to bear arms, and inspires feelings of nationalism and love for the
Fatherland.“261 The 400-man free corps from the Kiel gyminastic and student
societies, however, took part in the first encounters with Danish troops in the
vicinity of Flensburg and suffered a decisive defeat.262 , Unfortunate
circumstances® there forced the Turners into retreat in spite of their ,,heroic
efforts,*263 whereby the poet Adolf Strodimann was transported to'a Danish
hospital ,,with bullet holes through his leg and in one side.*264 Strodtmann, who
subsequently emigrated to America and then back to Germany again, was born on
March 24, 1829 in Flensburg. 265 He began his literary career on board the Danish
ship Dronning Maria, which was being used as a prison for 750 irregulars. In his
predominantly politically-colored poems he often took up the cause of Schleswig-
Holstein.
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,,The thrones of kings are collapsing,

They have been tottering already too long,

And the cry: ‘Revolution!’

May it inflame all hearts.

In holy anger, shatter in two the yolk of slavery!

Here! Here! all you people! Liberate Schleswig-Holstein!* 266

Following an exchange of prisoners, Strodtmann went to the University of
Bonn, where he established contact with the circle headed by Gottfried Kinkel and
Carl Schurz.267 On the basis of his ,, Winding Song,*?%8 in which he describes the
humiliating circumstances that led to the arrest of his honored teacher, Kinkel,269
Strodtmann was expelled from the university.2’0 Thereupon he went to Paris. The
American biographer of Carl Schurz, Hans Trefousse, reports knowledgeably about
the adventurous circumstances that characterized Schurz’s life with his friend.?!
In the French capital, Strodtmann was intensively occupied with modern folk poetry,
in which ,,the oppressed popular spirit was ventilated.“?’? Like ,the poets from
the working class,” he recognized in the ,,proletariat” a future power factor and
saw in ,,social democracy the only means* for the ,.fulfillment of human needs, 273
In his own poems about workers, which he wrote primarily during his stay in
America, he did not see the slightest connection between anarchists (»agitators*)
and proletarians.274 Just how strongly he supported the early workers’ movement
is clear from his verses:

,JEyes bright, the brow high and free:

Thus breaks, his sword gripped by a strong fist,

The worker his yoke in two!

Rise up! Let the banners unfurl!

This will be the last war!

Out to the battlefield! Freedom leads us forward!

Henceforth, the world of the future belongs to the working
man.“275

Reviewers from the North German Turner Newspaper, as well as the
newspaper called Freischiitz, were uniform in their evaluation of Strodtmann’s
lyrics: ,,The poems of 1848 to 1863 are shot through from beginning to end with
thoughts of a democratic republic.“270 The literary judgment of his lifelong friend
Carl Schurz, however, was very different. ,,His verses were not usually characterized
by the depth of their thought, but rather through an unusual fullness of expression
and a splendid musical cadence.“2’7 During a year’s stay in England, Strodtmann
taught the children of a wealthy woman, Mrs. von Bruining, and lived in her home
in St. John’s Wood.2"8
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A hoped-for early return to Schleswig-Holstein did not materialize. When
the revolution expected by almost everyone following the coup d’état by Louis
Napoleon on December 2, 1851 in France did not come to pass, Strodtmann, along
with Schurz and many other London émigrés, got the message and soon emigrated
to America.2’?

In July 1852 Strodtmann opened a bookstore and lending library in Phil-
adelphia, both of which operated under the company name of Strodtmann and
Lorey. Cautionary suggestions from established book dealers concerning the -
selections Strodtmann planned to offer were simply cast to the winds. His catalogue,
put together during his trip to America, included only the most formidable of
German authors—Hegel, Feuerbach, Humboldt, Alexander v., Moleschott—all the
classics and the political darlings of the 1840s.280 By the summer of 1854, as a
consequence, his money had all been consumed and he was forced to shut down
his business, characterized as it was by pure literary idealism. What sold best in
America at that time was not esoteric literature.28! Strodtmann suffered another
financial loss with an illustrated weekly paper. Founded in 1853, ,, The Lokomoti-
ve—New Pages from America,” as he called it, appeared for only a few weeks.
Imitating Goethe’s style, Strodtmann later reported on his business misadventures:

»There I stand now, I the poor fool,

I am so stupid, just as stupid as I was before,

And I have no money, but a lot of humor.

But with my humor and without any money
-There is no getting on in this world of ours.*282

His self-published cycle of poems entitled ,,Lothar,“?33 in which he
described the youth exile and death of a student revolutionary, did find some
recognition in literary circles. Retrospectively he pointed with satisfaction to the
harmonious cooperation of two very different groups in the population:

» The night when our fellow warriors,

student and proletarian united,

Stood under fire at the barricades,

and found freedom or the gun’s bullet.*284

As a literary historian, he was even more successful with his writings on

the Scandinavian north.?285 Nevertheless, he was not able to make a living from
his writing. With his translations from American publications, however, he was
able to procure his bread and butter. Probably the best of the 60 or more German-
language versions of the American novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher
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Stowe, which awakened America’s North to the problem of slavery, came from the
pen of Adolf Strodtmann.286 Excerpts of his translation appeared, for the first
time in any newspaper, in the Itzehoe Weekly.287 Also widely distributed was his
translation of the novel by Georg Lippard, The Empire City.288 The last summer
preceding his return to north Germany Strodtmann spent as a guest at the home of
his friend Carl Schurz in Watertown, Wisconsin.289 Strodtmann’s strained financial
situation and his ever-increasing homesickness led him to become the second
most prominent Schleswig-Holstein returnee after Theodor Olshausen. Shortly
after his arrival in Hamburg in 1857, in a poem entitled ,,To My Homeland,* he
expresses his deep feelings of regret:

,»How could I have left you so foolishly

As the star of your freedom was vanishing?

Oh, more noble it would have been to embrace you,

To bear sorrow and spite for your sake!

Now I have seen the promised land

To which my vain longing drew me -

Freedom it was but a desert, :

Which bent me down more painfully.*290

After his return Strodtmann lived in Wandsbek, but became a citizen of
Hamburg, ,,where he found no legal impediment to being married to a Jewish
woman.“??1 As a Germanist, he made a living up till the time of his death on March
17, 1879 from the first scholarly biography of Heinrich Heine and from his
translations of American authors,292

As aresult of the political restructuring in Schleswig-Holstein in the spring
of 1848, the entire press situation and the attitude of its readers changed
dramatically. Until the uprising, the ,,so-called ‘stupid farmer’ or ‘miserable city
dweller’* according to Harro Harring, only rarely dared to subscribe to a weekly
newspaper, because the subscriber’s neighbor would have considered him a
spendthrift“ or a ,lazy fellow.“293 Even before the provisional government began
its job, the press in Schleswig-Holstein, as in the rest of Germany, had acquired
great influence, since censorship had been significantly reduced as early as March
10, 1848.294 Freedom of the press, now close to realization, was celebrated as a
great achievement by both conservative as well as more liberal newspapers. ,,The
Republic recognizes as its highest authority the healthy common sense of the
people, whose organ is a free press. It is apparent that it is the free press that has
once again breathed life into the principle of democracy.“295 As far as Harro
Harring was concerned, ,,by means of the free press, the human spirit has finally
taken charge of the world* in Schleswig-Holstein.2% The Itzehoe Weekly formulated
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it somewhat less passionately and completely in the spirit of the conservative
politicians who supported the revolution: ,,only a free press is able to bring the
wishes of the people unvarnished to its princes. Wherever true freedom is to reign,
the press must be free.“ With an eye to the United States, the conservative journalist
wrote, ,,Woe to him who would dare to tinker with the freedom-loving American’s
freedom of the press.“2%7 In the view of the liberals, ,.freedom of the state was
guaranteed by means of ,freedom of the press;*298 it served as one of the four
cardinal virtues of liberalism.2% Freedom of the press meant also freedom for the
voting public, for the legal anchoring of the one was simultaneously an explicit
legitimizing of the other.300 At the same time conservatives warned against school
teachers in the countryside, since they often read aloud from newspapers in
gatherings of day laborers. Accordingly, they had too much influence over them,
because they ,,had too open an ear for the problems of the poor in their communities.
The workers are only too eager to accept what they hear without making judgments
as to what is correct and true.“ The conservatives believed that some teachers had
developed ,,too much zeal® in trying to solve the social question. While 19 new
newspapers which publicized primarily liberal-democratic ideas had been founded
in the years 1848 and 1849 alone,301 the subsequent 1848er Friedrich Lexow sensed
by late summer of 1849 the strengthening self-assurance of the reactionary forces.
The ,,royal Danish state counselor* in Rendsburg threatened him with a punishment
of five Thalers, since he had no royal ,,permit® for the publishing house in which
his newspaper was produced.302

The same leading role which the Augsburg Allgemeine newspaper played
in the entire German-speaking area was played in Schleswig-Holstein3%3 by the
Ttzehoe Weekly.304 Politically speaking, it was the most influential press organ
and with 10,000 subscribers the largest newspaper in Schleswig-Holstein.305 It
offered what Georg Cotta, chief editor of the Augsburg Allgemeine, demanded of
his newspaper: ,,thoroughness, truth, and with it a use of language worthy of the
material it prints.“306

Around the middle of the century, a new aspect became recognizable in the
field of journalism. From the idea of simply reporting the news based on facts,
newspaper editors in Schleswig-Holstein and elsewhere took a step toward
influencing public opinion by means of critical commentary, that they offered ,,in
service of a higher ideal.“307 As early as March 30, 1848, the Itzehoe Weekly
defined its political position: ,,We are not creators of unrest, we are not
revolutionaries, we are enemies of all communist ideas, we are obedient to the law.
Thus they criticized Friedrich Hedde who, on the occasion of the opening of the
upper-class assembly, had-called for a people’s assembly: ,It is, therefore, a
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presumption to act as if such assemblies express the will of the people and should
inform the formal-class deputies of it.*308

It is astonishing, however, that even the serious criticism brought by the
,,Rendsburg Citizens’ Society* against its own newspaper was published in it:
,.Every member should, in consideration of the senility and partisan politics of the
Itzehoe Weekly, feel obligated to do away with that newspaper.“3%? Nonetheless,
the popularity of the newspaper continued among Schleswig-Holsteiners, even
those in America. In a letter from an immigrant we read: ,,Here in Davenport people
read the Itzehoe Weekly, which provides us with much information about events in
the Fatherland.“310 According to a strict interpretation of permits issued, political
news in the duchies was allowed to be distributed by only two newspapers, the
Gliickstadt Fortuna and the Altona Mercur.3!! Democratic contemporaries
characterized this semi-official newspaper, whose editor until 1847 was Andreas F.

‘Hanssen, as ,,a bone-headed publication of no influence, and condemned it on
account of its ,highly conservative principles.“312 The Itzehoe Weekly also
criticized the Altona Mercur because it had ,,made itself ridiculous* by continuing
to advance the cause of the king of Denmark in his role as Duke of Schleswig-
Holstein even after the outbreak of hostilities. As far as possible, journalists of the
Itzehoe paper wanted to dissolve the existing personal union in a legal manner.313

As far as content is concerned, the newspaper with the most to offer during
the period before the revolution was the Correspondenz-Blatt, founded in Kiel by
Theodor Olshausen, which was to become the pioneer of progressive newspapers
in the duchies. Beginning with September 11, 1830, the publisher, a classic
representative of the ,,German nationalist,“314 was pfoducing the only bi-weekly
,standard-bearer of liberalism“3!5 in Schleswig-Holstein.316 A pastor’s son born
on the June 19, 1802 in Gliickstadt,317 Olshausen got into conflict with the
authorities because of his ,,demagogic behavior* during his study of law in Kiel
and Jena.318 He was also a member of the youth society in Kiel, which was
characterized as the ,,greatest enemy of the authorities.*31?

Olshausen’s goal was a unified democratic nation instead of the existing 36
independent states. Friends and conservative critics alike were in agreement that
his character was marked by ,,authentic humanity*320 and that he ,,stood up for
his convictions selflessly.*32! His primary objective was to realize the development
of the individual personality through freedom.in, and from, the state. This goal,
which he wanted to see realized chiefly for the poor and neglected classes, could
be accomplished in his view only through a broad program of education,322 that

_is, by including all classes of the population in the political decision-making
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process.323 This was how he defined the task of his Correspondenz-Blatt as well,
comparing it to the free representation of the people. ,,The position of a free press
is comparable to the well-being of the productive classes, both lower and higher. It
is the necessary expansion of the free representation of the people, inasmuch as it
untiringly calls attention to all abuses, points out the necessary reforms, and
protects all who suffer and are oppressed.“>24 His conservative, aristocratic
opponents condemned the one newspaper of the opposition as a ,,paper poisonous
to the government.“325

The revolution brought forth a new type of uncompromising radical-
republican, who argued that the princes and the existing bureaucracy lacked the
capability to adjust to the liberal ideas of the time and battled in the spirit of true
progress for ideal democracy and a republican constitution.326 In Schleswig-
Holstein the strongholds of these men and their newspapers were Rendsburg and
Altona. The Rendsburger Democratic Weekly issued a trial edition on December
10, 1848. From June 8, 1849 it was known as the Schleswig-Holstein Democratic
Weekly and, together with an advocate of the ,,principles of free trade*—the German
Sailors’ Newspaper in Kiel, merged on December 9, 1849 into Das Volk in
Rendsburg. The Schileswig-Holstein Newspaper in Rendsburg, issuing its first
edition on April 15, 1844 with Andreas F. Hanssen as editor, was renamed North
German Free Press beginning April 1, 1849 and appeared under the editorship of
Olshausen in Altona. '

The best known and most influential radical-republican organ in the duchies
was Das Volk, a Democratic Newspaper. It appeared under the direction of Harro
Harring twice weekly until August 15, 1849. With his motto, Harring indicated his
intimate connection to Mazzini:327 | ILavoro e frutto proporzionato* —.,,Work and
a harvest in relative proportions.“32% The previously unknown variety in press
reporting often came to an abrupt conclusion in the case of the subsequent 1848ers.
These newspapers provoked the newly strengthened reactionary forces, which
used the same methods as before at the end of the revolutionary period. In a
correspondent’s report from a large German- American newspaper in Milwaukee,
we read: ,,Kiel, March 27— According to reliable sources, the editors of the red-
republican newspaper, Das Volk, Baurmeister and Lexow, have been arrested in
Rendsburg.“329

Friedrich Lexow, who would later become a New York journalist,330 had
published an article by Karl Heinzen which was interpreted as a call for the murder
of rulers: ,,The entire tyranny must be washed into the sea of history.“33! The
arrest of the two editors was only one consequence of the more and more
conservative policies that gained sway during the revolutionary period. Nine
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months earlier, on June 23, 1849, Das Volk published the following text next to a
symbol of a gallows with a noose in the shape of an inverted question mark: ,,Our
Schleswig-Holstein military, at least in and around Rendsburg, is forbidden on
punishment of eight days in prison to read the newspaper-Das Volk, and anyone
who would offer it to a soldier will have his hide beaten. On the other hand, the
Altona Mercur is allowed and sent by mail gratis.* Even Olshausen had to give up
his position as editor of the North German Free Press on account of ,,the newly
constituted political circumstances.*332

A new phenomenon that lived on for many years in America came into
being at this time in the form of slanderous argumentation between ,.feudal lords
and devourers of democrats.“333 In August 1848 Andreas F. Hanssen reported
that his former newspaper, the Altona Mercur, tried almost daily to frighten the
people with its ‘slogans the republic, communism, and rulership by the
proletariat.’334 A violent argument flared up when Theodor Giilich published a
small volume of political lyrics.335 Dr. Martin Runkel, ,,the great champion of the
reaction who lacks nothing but some healthy common sense,*33¢ saw in the
poems nothing but ,,the party of anarchy“ and ,,inflammatory platitudes.“337 At
the same time, however, the New Rhine Newspaper published by Karl Marx attacked
radical republicans of Schleswig-Holstein when the question of a resumption of
hostilities against Denmark was under discussion in the State Parliament: ,,By his
silence, even Theodor Olshausen has consented to the betrayal perpetrated by
the aristocracy. His cowardliness was greater than his sense of honor.*338

In the wake of the newly won freedom of the press, a large number33? of
mostly progressive newspapers had been founded beginning in 1848, though
frequently they enjoyed only a brief existence. In the ,.introductory words of the
North German Fackel* (torch), a radical-republican appealed to the necessity of
the ,,unshakable solidarity of the democratic party, achieved by means of its press
organs.“ As a good example, the editor pointed to the ,,Democratic Party in North
America . . . which greets the establishment of every new newspaper as a
reinforcement of democratic powers . . . like the entry of a new fighting force for
freedom, and does so with a loud, heartfelt welcome.*340

Allowing the people to bear arms counted among the four most important
demands of early liberalism and in 1848 was the most obvious manifestation of the
military confrontation with Denmark in Schleswig-Holstein. It was a widespread
movement in the direction of revolutionary action taken to achieve political and
social goals. ,,Rich and poor now serve without discrimina-tion“34! and both
want to share in political decisions.3#2 The patriotism of the volunteers, who
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came to the duchies from all the German-speaking substates, was political, since
for them freedom, justice, and Fatherland were intimately connected. For the ,,free
volunteers who came to Schleswig-Holstein with great enthusiasm,“343 it was
not the notion of homeland but of Fatherland that stood out most prominently. 344

Among the most famous group of volunteers, under Captain von der Tann,
considerable tension arose because of an ,,adherence to communistic principles,*
which endangered the unity of its leadership.345 In a public farewell address, the
sixth company declared in the town of Apenrade: ,, Thus we sacrifice our enthusiastic
desire and our glowing will power for the Fatherland and its freedom, that is, to
carry on the fight for Schleswig-Holstein. 340

Again and again the radical-mindedness of many of the volunteers became
grounds for violent arguments in the State Assembly. The 1848ers Claussen and
Hedde criticized War Minister Jacobsen because he had rejected 2,000 volunteers
from Hamburg, his explanation being that this assistance came from democratic
societies. Resigned, Hedde argued, ,In the army itself there are thousands of
democrats! Go ahead and hound them out of the army too!“347 Hans Reimer
Claussen too, who was immediately elected to the State Assembly following his
return from Frankfurt and Stuttgart, ardently supported Hedde. His contribution to
the discussion concluded: ,.I have said publicly that I find salvation only in
democracy, and that a republic for Germany has become a necessity.*348- At the
end of the debate, the radical-republican faction, composed of 22 delegates to the
State Assembly, petitioned to have War Minister Jacobsen prosecuted.34® Only
after the decisive battle at Idstedt was lost on July 25, 1850, would all people be
accepted into the army ,,without differentiation as to political party affiliation.“350

Similarly, in early summer, the editors of the North German Free Press,
Friedrich Hedde and Otto Fock, enlisted in the Schleswig-Holstein army as
volunteers. Banners of the 100 volunteers from the region of Angeln bore the
campaign slogan: ,,Rather dead than a slave.“351 However, measures like these
did nothing to stop the victory of the reactionary forces and the restoration of a
Danish administrative structure in the duchies. Volunteers who had come from
many smaller German states and even other European countries now returned to
their homelands.

The Schleswig-Holstein experience, however, together with the friendships
that had grown on the battlefields, would later influence the choice of some to
emigrate to Davenport, lowa. References to the common war experience in Schles-
wig-Holstein turn up again and again in the biographies of German-speaking settlers
in the Schleswig-Holstein region of Davenport in Scott County, even those who
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were not from the duchies.352 Indications of the solidarity which reigned in the
Schleswig-Holstein army in general can be gleaned from the Emigration Society
and other support groups of the region. For example, the ,,Society for Former
Military Personnel Headed for Iowa* sought out carpenters, wagon makers and
blacksmiths.353 The concluding report of the ,,Committee for the Emigration of
Schleswig-Holstein officers and Fellow Soldiers announced its previous
successes, to the effect that 39 officers and doctors and 22 enlisted men had been
able to emigrate to America with their expenses paid by the society.3>* Even
though the entire Schleswig-Holstein army had been granted amnesty, ,many
married officers and fellow soldiers* decided to emigrate to America because of
the lack of economic and professional chances at home.333 In one of this group’s
appeals for support we read how unwillingly they made this decision. ,,It will be
very difficult for them to leave their German Fatherland; only the realization that
they have fought for a just cause here will enable them to face their futures in a
foreign country with resignation and genuine courage.*336

A minority remained true to their profession and were recruited by Brazilian
agents as mercenaries.357 Scarcely a year later, however, the German-American
weekly Wisconsin Banner reported under the headline ,,Schleswig-Holstein troops
in Brazil,* that the dissolution of their military legion was near at hand and was
mainly ascribable to an internal deterioration of the corps.358 :

Prussia chose to pardon political prisoners under the condition of
emigration.35? In 1851, Prussian officials helped finance the emigration of Schles-
wig-Holstein officers and officials. This circle of people was not automatically
classified as revolutionaries, but concern that these officers could develop into
radical-republicans determined the action taken by the Prussian government.360
The Prussian representative in Hamburg, von Kamptz, indicated on May 24, 1851,
that the Schleswig-Holstein officers could become dangerous leaders of a new
revolutionary or socialist movement.301 Von Kamptz denied democratic activities
on the part of these officers, confirmed on the other hand the resistance of the
revolutionary-oriented Schleswig-Holstein central committee, which prevented
several army members from getting financial support for their emigration.?62 The
,feal motive of the democratic committee was to prevent the depletion of the
supply of trained officers. However, the Prussian Foreign Minister wrote back to
his deputy in Hamburg: ,,It is devoutly to be wished that this opportunity be used
to promote the emigration of as many persons as possible, since an extended delay
of these unemployed people would be disadvantageous not only for themselves,
but also in every other respect.*363 ' '
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Many of these professional Prussian soldiers experienced great difficulty
in acculturating following their emigration, at least up until the time of the Ameri-
can Civil War. Aided by numerous officer-friends of the Schleswig-Holstein army,
Hermann von Hertzberg3%* erected an extravagant farm building in Scott County’s
Hickory Grove Township, which he equipped with a small gymnasium and a
generously endowed library.365 These ,Latin farmers,* influenced by the romantic
notions of Rousseau, recognized that farming was too difficult for them and soon
gave up their alternative project, which became known in local terms as ,,the shack.*
Count Hermann von Hertzberg later worked in Scott County as a surveyor.360

,,L want the Constitation of the United States of America, butI wantitasa’
goal, and at present we are still far from our goal. I want it in the most orderly way,
and via the most careful manner.“367 Thus did Hans Reimer Claussen sketch out
his plan for the political program of the ,,Left, that is to say, for those delegates
whose basic orientation in political matters is different from what had been followed
previously by the government.“368 On May 1, 1848, the citizens of Dithmarschen
chose Claussen, the man who would one day become the most influential 1848er in
Davenport, to represent them in the Paul’s Church in Frankfurt.369 Soon he joined
the republican faction in the Westendhall.370 In his speeches to the Frankfurt
National Assembly, Claussen demanded a republican centrally controlled
government3’! for the whole of Germany, since it alone would be able to help
Schleswig-Holstein fight a successful battle against Denmark. ,,For it is not a
constitutional monarchy that we wish to create; rather, it is a republic . . . I am a
Schleswig-Holsteiner—I love my Prince Friedrich VII not in the least, not in the
very slightest 1°372 : ‘

The son of a Dithmarschen farming family, Claussen was born on February
23, 1804, in Fedderingen. He attended teachers college in Meldorf and studied law
from 1824 to 1830 in Kiel.373 From 1840 on he had represented Heiligenhafen and
Neustadt in the Holstein state assembly.374 As a jurist and politician, Claussen
fought vehemently against the prevailing notions of morality, religion and authority,
and took up the democratic cause of re-education in order to teach the broad
public about the conditions and processes of the courts:375 He sought to achieve
these goals through the publication37¢ of many of his petitions and defenses and
as the editor of a newspaper.3’7 In National Assembly debates, Claussen again
and again rose to the occasion as a highly knowledgeable informant about the
American Constitution. In the fundamental question before the Paul’s Church
- group, namely the question of the relationship between the federation and the
individual states, the North American model had special significance. Claussen’s
proposal to grant a great deal of independence to the individual German states in
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matters of internal policy corresponded to the content of the tenth amendment to
the U.S. Constitution.37® Tn spite of the functional powerlessness of the National
Assembly, he believed ,,in the ultimate victory of freedom,“37% and in this context
called upon the authority of historical justice and the ,,principle of sovereignty of
peoples.® According to this principle, Claussen had no doubt ,,that the Schleswig-
Holstein people could accept a republican form of government without injuring
anyone’s rights, because the individual’s will in society must always be subject to
the will of the whole.*380

Claussen’s conservative opponents in Schleswig-Holstein could see not-
hing behind his writings and speeches but a hate-filled Dithmarschen son of a
farmer who stood in opposition to the existing order.38! Claussen also had to
cope with similar attempts at defamation in Frankfurt, where the republicans were
called ,,nihilists, levelers and bulldozers*“ who with their political ,,rubbish* sowed
»the seeds of hate and suspicion® everywhere.382 But even the young republican
Theodor Giilich sharply criticized the Frankfurt Paul’s Church Assembly and the
members of the rump parliament, among them Claussen, who had been forced to
give up:

,,The German Parliament

. .. if history calls you traitors, .

You who are supposed to be representatives of justice,
And as cowards flee from the heat of battle?!—

You have branded your own selves, Parliament! 383

The leftist faction under Olshausen’s leadership had drawn up a blueprint
for comprehensive democratic reform in the state parliament. As far as Andreas F.
Hanssen was concerned, there was no essential difference between reform and
revolution. ,,Both want to rescue common sense ideas and bring them to fruition,
both want to destroy that which is unreasonable, both want to rescue the people
as well as the state.“384 Their goal, therefore, was a totally new state, a free
community, school, church and business order, the separation of justice from
administration, jury trials in court, land reform for the benefit of the laborers, laws
against arbitrariness in the army and regulations in order to check the abusive
[,.disarray in the] pension system.*385
The radical-republicans, however, had only initial success. With passion
. 'and conviction Olshausen took up the cause of a universal and equal suffrage,
which would be a major advance for the undereducated.386 In his arguments
Olshausen emphasized that in Germany and the whole of Europe the principle of
free elections had been implemented and that, as a matter of fact, in Denmark the

49




Chapter 3

right to vote had already been extended to workers and laborers.387

But soon universal suffrage was limited once again, and after initial
successes there were only defeats for the leftist faction. On August 18, 1849, Das
Volk , the battle organ of radical democracy in Schleswig-Holstein, pronounced
judgment on the conservative revolutionary politicians: ,,The so-called government
and its so-called representatives of Schleswig-Holstein, the fruits of the so-called
achievements of the March revolution, have from the beginning discarded and
denied democratic principles by introducing a census registration for elections
that makes a mockery of personal and moral freedom.* The author of the article
portrays the Constitution of the United States as the only viable alternative.

Defining himself as a republican of the extreme left, Harro Harring expressed
the opinion that he probably should have remained in America after his party
colleague, Friedrich Lexow, publicly criticized him.388 , Here again we encounter
the impossible fixed idea of the cosmopolitan Harro Harring, that our war is but a
war of succession in favor of the Duke of Augustenburg.* Harro Harring based his
defense on a statement of Hans Reimer Claussen in the National Assembly. The
Schleswig-Holstein delegate Claussen is supposed to have said: ,,The Duke of
Augustenburg was the one who declared war against the King of Denmark.*389

After the Schleswig-Holstein revolution proved a failure, the conservative
press, which enjoyed favor with the censor, analyzed the democratic reforms. In
the newspaper Theodor Olshausen had established, they brought allegations
against the ,,revolutionaries of 1848 that German unity and a central government
were incompatible with the notion of freedom. The Frankfurt National Assembly
and all the state parliaments were said to be incapable of conducting the work of
government. ,,The governing bodies that resulted from the elections collapsed
because whenever they had to deal with practical questions they did not know
how to tackle them.*390

Ever since the revolution broke out, it was precisely the radical-republicans
who had been hoping for aid from America. Because the United States, as the first
nation to enjoy a freely elected government, was seen as a pioneer in realizing the
idea of a new humanity for the whole world, the German revolutionaries anticipated
assistance from America to support their own progressive forces. Although
ideologically they stood closest to the American political reality, the Left in the
Frankfurt Paul’s Church constituted a minority and was rejected by Washington.
On the other hand, official America lent moral support to the majority, while steering
a course of strict non-intervention.391
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On August 29, 1848, ,,the Democratic Republican party of Germany* turned
for the first time with a manifest ,,To the People of the U.S.: We know very well that
you cannot help us as a nation, without involving you in war and disowning the
first principle of your foreign policy . . . We declare it freely and openly, we want
money, nervus rerum. . . .*“392 In this way they wanted to take advantage of the
pro-German public opinion that existed in America. American enthusiasm for the
German cause was confirmed by a Rendsburg emigrant to America who wrote in a
letter to Andreas Hanssen two weeks prior to the organization of the provisional
government: ,,Everybody here is full of enthusiasm for you and for all of Germany;
and they are highly critical that the corpses on the battlefield near the city of
Schleswig were plundered by the Danes in such a horrible way.“393 In connection
with a great celebration for Germany on June 8, 1848 in New York, the letter writer
mentioned reports in American newspapers about the [Danish] defeat near Flens-
burg and the battles near Eckernforde in which by contrast the Danes ,received a
thorough pummeling.“3%4 :

Theodor’s half-brother, Arthur Olshausen, was especially active from the
German-American side in support of the duchies. At a large gathering of Germans
on December 30, 1848, the German Republican Club of St. Louis was founded
under his leadership.395 Its by-laws listed as a goal to be accomplished immediately
»support of republican efforts in Germany by preparing and distributing suitable
pamphlets.“3% Since August 14, 1837,397 Arthur Olshausen had been working
for the St. Louis Anzeiger des Westens, which he bought in 1846.398 Because of
his family connections, Theodor Olshausen first went to St. Louis in 1851, before
assuming his position as chief editor of Davenport’s Der Demokrat in 1856, Yet
another brother, the doctor Johannes Olshausen, also lived there.

In stark contrast to the German-American mutual aid organizations was the
»ociety for the Murdering of German princes,” founded in Philadelphia for the
purpose of provoking the monarchies back home.3%° Hit money was announced
for the murder of tyrants: 25,000 guilders for the Austrian Kaiser, 20,000 for the
King of Prussia, and 10,000 for any other duke, baron or ruling nobleman.400

- Moral support of another stripe arrived in the form of regular correspondence
.from a ,,German from Nordalbing” whom Harro Harring had won over for the
newspaper Das Volk.*01 The , trans-Atlantic views of an unprejudiced republican
who had been living in New York for seven years claimed to analyze the effects of
the European revolutions on the democratic principles of the Union.402. On the
one hand, Harring’s friend Peterson praised the American press for its support of
the cause of the European people thirsting for freedom, but on the other hand he
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condemned the ,,non-intervention principle” of U.S. foreign policy as a ,,political
s «d03
sin.

After the revolution broke out, many letters, proclamations, and pamphlets
arrived from the American side, cheering on the German revolutionaries.4%4 From
the very beginning, the war against Denmark offered a special occasion of hope
for U.S. aid, especially because France and England had turned against the demands
of the duchies for political reasons.*0> The unfounded expectations went so far
that influential newspapers in the Hanseatic cities suggested enlisting the aid of
the President of the United States as arbiter in the Schleswig question.40% Harring’s
above-mentioned correspondent was soon highly dissatisfied about the
development of the revolution in Schleswig-Holstein.. ,,May our people finaily
realize that it is stupidity and foolishness to spill one’s blood for kings and princes.
Nothing exists, after all, but the will and the rights- of the people.“407 With
resignation, he then wrote in his final paragraph: ,,It appears that a person from
Nordalbing can breathe in the good air of healthy common sense and democratic
consciousness only by traveling to the other side of the Atlantic.“408

In.addition to the moral support it offered, the United States was often cited
as a good example for the realization of democratic principles. On the occasion of
the 75th birthday of the 32 united states in the year 1849, Das Volk emphasized on
August 18 of the same year the ,,absolute necessity of maintaining the basic
democratic principle: All for one and one for all.* The newspaper continued: ,,Man
is free and all men are born with the same rights. This is the slogan of all voters in
North America.” ‘

For a long time after their emigration, the Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers
lamented the failure of the American government to deliver any assistance. This
viewpoint is documented in a Davenport newspaper article from 1864: ,,The Ame-
rican republic would have been able to prevent the evils brought about by the
monarchies in Europe in 1848-49 if it had gone to Europe and acted in the role of
midwife at the birth of the revolution. The most favorable time for such action
elapsed in 1849.40% Nevertheless, immigrant Schleswig-Holsteiners did not hold
back in their support for Prussia and Austria on the one hand, and the duchies on
the other during the initial phases of military operations with Denmark. Under the
heading ,,Rise up for Schleswig-Holstein,* the newspaper Der Demokrat in
Davenport called for a mass demonstration on January 25, 1864. ,,Come together
here for the sake of your brothers in the old homeland so that you may strengthen
them with expressions of your sympathy in their upcoming struggle for the integrity
and honor of Germany.“410 The Schleswig-Holstein demonstration was organized
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by the paper’s chief editor, Jens-Peter Stiboldt,*!! and Mathias J. Rohlfs#12 was
elected president and H. H. Anderson*13 secretary. A committee under the direction
of Blake Peters*14 was given the task of formulating ,,a brief address to the German
people“ that was to be publicized by various ,,free-minded papers* in America.415
At the request of Hans Reimer Claussen, a central committee of seven persons was
appointed in Davenport, along with sub-committees of three persons each from
every township in Scott County. Their assignment was to initiate the collection of
money to support the Schleswig-Holstein movement. However, the money was
* only to be sent after sufficient confirmation had been received that ,,the movement
was truly developing in the direction of freedom,“416

During the 1850s the German-American press underwent significant quan-
titative growth and experienced its first major success. While the Cincinnati Volks-
blatt was the only German daily in the United States in the year 1843, by 1850 there
were already dozens. The New York Tribune reported on March 5, 1852 that the
number of German language newspapers had grown from 70 in the year 1848 to 133
in the year 1852.417 In the following eight years the number of German-language
presses doubled again, an expansion made possible by the significant increase of
German immigrants in the 1850s. In addition to the quantitative, there was also a
qualitative explosion. Since the year 1849, thousands of German political refugees
had been arriving in the United States, among them many intellectuals who had
been active as journalists and literary scholars. Carl L. Wittke speaks of a 48er
renaissance in reference to the German-language press.*18 The journalists who
had participated in the revolution and in the Schleswig-Holstein uprising tried at
first to effect their goals from America, even if only by means of the printed word.
Thus, while the German-language press in America distributed broadly based
news from the homeland, the newspapers founded by political refugees after 1848
concentrated more on reports about the reaction which gripped the whole of
Germany following repression of the revolution. '

‘What pertained to all German revolutionary refugees in this matter pertained
especially to the Schleswig-Holsteiners. Like their compatriots from other parts of
Germany who had experienced a similar fate, they established new newspapers or
took over some that already existed. The most significant establishment of a new
paper was the Davenport Democrat ;which came about in 1851 at the hands of
Theodor Giilich, an immigrant from the cathedral city of Schleswig, and continued
to be known as late as 1918 as ,,the low-German Bible.“419 It was also one of the
German-language newspapers from America whose distribution the Prussian Mi-
nister of the Interior forbade in 1858.420 Friedrich Lexow, who had published Das
Volk in Rendsburg, during the revolution established one of the most significant
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German-American journals with his New York Criminal-Zeitung and Journal of
Belles Letters.

Even before these political refugees reached America in the early 1850s,
German-American newspapers had offered a great deal of space for reports from
Schleswig-Holstein. The freedom of the press that existed during the revolutionary
period in Schleswig-Holstein led to a flowering of the political press in the duchies.
Many significant personalities became active as journalists, independent co-
workers, and correspondents, among them Theodor Olshausen, Hans Reimer
Claussen, Friedrich Hedde and Harro Harring. Through numerous contacts with
friends and family, the German-American newspapers received detailed reports
about the situation in Schleswig-Holstein. By contrast, the English-language press
seldom reported anything but marginal comments about the situation in northern
Germany. A correspondent for The New York Herald in Stuttgart, for example,
reported about Schleswig-Holstein only in direct connection with the Pauls Church
and the general revolution of 1848-1849 in Germany.*2! ‘

Since ,;progressive newspapers were prohibited in Schleswig-Holstein
following the battle at Idstedt (Theodor Giilich’s mouthpiece, Das Volk, appeared
for the last time on July 29, 1850), those independent journalists who wanted to
continue their political struggle for the independence of the duchies following the
rebellion went to work for German-American newspapers. For political refugees,
including those who had been given asylum by other European countries, the
German-American press became the most important, if not the only, outlet for
publication. 422 Refugees from other parts of Germany as well wrote about Schles-
wig-Holstein. The Wisconsin Banner published a three-column article by Gustav
Struve, ,,Germany and Denmark,* on September 23, 1850. The enormous spread of
opinion presented here helps us to form a detailed picture of conditions in Schles-
wig-Holstein. Sources from Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark are often full of gaps
in their portrayals and subject to current power relationships. Journalists who
‘showed evidence of objective reporting even during the revolutionary period can
be considered reliable in their subsequent reports on this explosive issue as well.

The first German language newspaper in Wisconsin was The Banner, which
appeared in Milwaukee beginning in 1844. Founded in reaction to the nativist
attacks that were published in the local Whig newspaper, The Sentinel, it took a
liberal stance.*23 Like most other German-American newspapers, it greeted the
1848 revolution with enthusiasm but later expressed criticism of the refugees of
that conflict. It, too, gave considerable space to reports from the duchies. After the
battle at Idstedt, the Banner called for support of Schleswig-Holstein, failing which
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the ,,end of Germany could become a reality.“ If the rest of Germany refused to
help, it deserved ,.to be eradicated from the ranks of the 1iving.424

During the 1850s, reports in The Banner about Schleswig-Holstein
concerned especially on the nationalistic policies that Denmark exercised in the
duchy of Schleswig. The newspaper, of course, took a position clearly favoring
the German population and sometimes accepted reports that have to be viewed
with some caution. For example, The Banner published a private letter from Schles-
wig on May 8, 1850, according to which the civil servants who had recently been
appointed by the Danish administration were terrible men, drunkards, and people
who had failed their civil service exams. A report of September 1850 states that
every civil servant, clergyman and teacher who did not want to wear the Danish
emblem on his hat was relieved of his office and expelled from his homeland.42

The Banner reported especially frequently about the language policies of
Denmark, which attempted to ,,Danischize‘ at least the mixed-language districts of
Schleswig.426 On April 26, 1851, they reported that in all local elementary schools
instruction had to be imparted in the Danish language. Likewise a thorn in the flesh
of The Banner was the format required when greeting Danish officers.#27 Petty
annoyances such as the theft of the anchor of the ship Christian VII from a church
in Eckernforde, and the confiscation of mementos which a lathe operator from
Eckenforde had made from metal parts of the ship, were reported to readers of The
Banner. *28 Other German-language newspapers printed similar reports. The Na-
tional Demokrat published news of the arraignment of an Eckenférde merchant by
the name of Mortensen who had greeted Holstein soldiers with the words
. Welcome, German brothers here on German soil.“42%

Danish policies were especially hard on those civil servants who were
removed from the civil service. For some of the better known of them, assistance
was forthcoming, such as the fired Kiel professors, about whom The Banner also
reported.430 Many others, however, such as schoolteachers or officials who
opposed Danish policies or who were simply classified as unreliable, were helpless
in the face of the oppressive measures. Some of them were expelled from Schles-
wig.#31 Others, robbed of their basis for earning a living through their dismissal
and without hope for any change of conditions, decided to emigrate. The Banner
reported: ,,The majority of Schleswig-Holstein patriots who dared everything for
the good of a Fatherland that then betrayed and abandoned them seem able to find
their salvation and their sole means of escaping despair through emigration. 432

In the middle of the 1850s the German-American press reported about Schies-
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wig-Holstein less frequently, though it did not fall completely silent.433 The
newspapers reported especially about the renewed discussions concerning the
organization of the duchies in the year 1858.434 The attempts of Denmark to
separate Schleswig administratively from Holstein and Lauenburg by means of
constitutional reform and thereby to integrate at least one of the duchies as a
province into the Danish nation were sharply criticized.435 The Davenport Demo-
krat expressed its continuing opinion that ,,there was no doubt that a change in
the situation of Schleswig-Holstein must come about. Perhaps the time for this to
happen is not all that distant.*436

In spite of these undiminished expressions of solidarity; there was a gradu-
al change in the second half of the 1850s—if not in the reports, then certainly in the
commentary about the situation in Schleswig-Holstein. In the New York Criminal
Newspaper an article by Friedrich Lexow appeared on April 2, 1852, commenting
on the mood in Schleswig-Holstein at the beginning of the year as follows: ,,As at
one time in Wiirttemberg, now people here, too, are supposed to struggle for the
‘good old system,” may heaven by its grace preserve us from its victory, for itis the
system by virtue of which the nobility is everything and the people nothing.*
Though we may take this comment as a continuation of the argument between the
democrats and more moderate forces, skepticism and aloofness are apparent in the
following commentary concerning two petitions which were circulating in Schles-
wig and Eckernforde: ,,Unfortunately we have to express justifiable doubts, having
learned through experience whether an improved outcome for our poor Fatherland
will be achieved thereby. 437

Close to ten years in the United States had not yet severed the emotional
connection to the old homeland, but experiences with the political reality of the
United States had provided a new perspective. Criticism was no longer directed
only to the old opponents.*38 This process of distancing oneself from the old
homeland, which of course was only one aspect of acculturation, could only be
accelerated by the experience of the American Civil War which, according to the
unanimous opinion of researchers, resulted in the complete assimilation of the
revolutionary refugees into American society. This became clear in reports from
the local scene during the German-Danish war. The Demokrat wrote that it was
known to the governments of Austria and Prussia that England accepted their
demands and that Denmark had thereby been abandoned by its ally—and the
newspaper continued, ,,Can we call this war which they have now begun anything
but a useless slaughter? Given the antagonism of the Danes and the Germans,
which is made even sharper by the bloodletting on both sides, we have only a
minimum’of hope that any of the parties will accept reasonable advice.*“43%
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The attitude of the citizens of Davenport, too—the city in which an
organization was later founded with the largest membership of veterans of the
revolution outside the duchies, and so must be spoken of as having a direct
connection to the revolutionary period—makes clear the increased distancing on
the part of the immigrants from events in their old homeland.*40 With the outbreak
of the German-Danish war, one can definitely speak of an initial euphoric phase. In
January and February of 1864, two large meetings took place in Davenport at
which the appeal was made for support of the ,,brothers* back in the homeland.
Announcing the first meeting, The Demokrat called the Schleswig-Holstein affair
,the affair of the whole of Germany.“441 :
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Chapter Four: Expectations About, and Mass Emigration
to the Midwest ’

For a considerable period of time, the image of America that prevailed in
Germany remained strongly colored by ideological and emotional impressions.
Following the American Revolution, the newly united colonies became stereotyped
as a utopia in which the ideal of the enlightenment had been realized through
peaceful means.#42 In the first decades of the nineteenth century as well, rather
imprecise conceptions continued to prevail. ,,The widest spectrum of political and
emotional points of view conditions the individual descriptions and thereby also
the image of America of these first decades, to the extent that we can speak of such
an image.“443

Romanticism transformed the beauty of America’s natural setting into a
primeval ideal the Indians into ,,noble savages.“44 Contrasting with the positive
literature that, for the sake of furthering emigration, enthusiastically depicted the
fervor for nature prevalent in the United States, its idealistic political substructure,
and its economic advantages, were the extremely negative depictions in which
political prejudice[s] and disappointed expectations were uncloaked.*4> Only
geographical and statistical volumes, translated in part from English and French,
reported concrete information about the United States.440 Friedrich Miinch, for
example, who went to America in 1833 with the GieSen Emigration Society founded
by himself and Paul Follenius, wrote as follows:

,,Concerning the United States we knew this much with certainty:
The people there govern themselves, there are no offensive class
distinctions, no privileged nobility or the like. There is no all-
powerful civil service that domineers over the people, no constraints
as to religion, no persecution on account of one’s convictions.
Each person can live and behave according to his heart’s desire as
long as he obeys the simple laws which have been put in place for
the common good, and in the process he is hardly aware of what
one might call the government.“447

Completely false information about the climate, economy, and internal
structure of the United States ultimately led to the collapse of the Gielen Emigra-

tion Society*48 . The same reasons caused the fiasco of the Mainz Adelverein.#4?

It was not until the 1830s and 1840s that an objectively critical image of
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America began to take shape. In the year 1835 Alexis de Tocqueville’s ,,Democracy
in America“ appeared, a momentous work that became widely known in Germany
- as well shortly after its appearance. 30 Just one year after the French edition two
German translations were published. In these decades, studies of the United States
enjoyed something of a boom. Between 1831 and 1834 at least 50 publications
about North America and emigration to America came out.*3! Without doubt
Gottfried. Duden’s Bericht iiber eine Reise nach den westlichen Staaten
Nordamerika’s und einen mehrjihrigen Aufenthalt am Missouri had a great impact
on German emigration. Euphoric descriptions of his days as a gentleman farmer,
however, also lured many emigrants to America under false pretenses.452

On April 21, 1847, a correspondent’s réport in the Itzehoe Weekly issued an
urgent warning to the rural population in Schleswig-Holstein:

,»The state of Missouri, which Duden describes in his report to the
ruination of many Germans as a paradise and a genuine fairy-tale
land, is not at all suited to the German farmer. The climate there is
far too hot for working in the fields, and serious illnesses are the
rule of the day. Iowa, on the other hand, which recently was made
a state, leaves little to be desired with respect both to the
productivity of its soil and the more bearable nature of its
climate 453 '

Friedrich von Raumer’s Die Vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerika (2 Vols.,
Leipzig: Brockhaus, 1845) was considered the most dependable work in German on
the United States; even the ltzehoe Weekly of September 11, 1846 recommended it
to its readers as an objective representation. The large printings of these works
and especially the numerous reviews they received lead us to conclude that in
addition to the educated middle classes, a large number of lower-class emigrants
also turned to these guides for help.#4 Hans Reimer Claussen recommended a
volume by Karl Andrée to his political friends in Schleswig-Holstein, ,,If you want
to be thoroughly informed about America.“455

All of the volumes about the United States agreed in their expression of
astonishment at the rapid economic development and the enormous territorial
acquisitions of the young republic during the first half of the nineteenth century.
Different reasons were offered for this growth and the material well-being of the
people. For dyed-in-the-wool liberals it went without saying that the economic
success could be traced solely to the free constitution of the United States. Other
authors thought it was based more on the natural wealth and the advantageous
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geographic location of America. In the opinion of Gottfried Duden, America’s
prosperity and political stability were guaranteed purely by the fact that the
overwhelming majority of citizens owned their own farms. In spite of the increasingly
more accurate information available about the geography, economy and political
system of the United States, the German image of America continued to remain
imprecise to the extent that American reality was characterized by theories such as
Tocqueville’s liberalism or Duden’s materialism; America remained open to the
greatest variety of interpretations. ‘ ‘

This spectrum of interpretations finds its reflection in discussions
concerning the reasons for emigration. In America, the most widely varying circles
could hope for fulfillment of their material and/or political wishes. Contemporary
voices point[ed] at the same time to other reasons for emigration. The Jtzehoe
Weekly, for example, wrote on September 14, 1846 about the increasing number of
emigrants: ,,Some are driven by the existing and ever-increasing situation of need,
others by their hope for the future, and all by the more or less conscious thought
that conditions in the Fatherland are not what they ought to be, or what they could
be.”* C

Economic necessity, hope for a better life in the New World, and political
reasons were, therefore, what determined the decisions to emigrate. One cannot
measure the individual situation of hope. Our task rather is to weigh the role of
political as against economic reasons in the decision to depart. The overwhelming
majority of literature on emigration comes to the conclusion that economic reasons
were the predominant motivating factor, while political reasons played only a
subordinate role. This was precisely the conclusion reached by the Itzehoe Weekly
concerning the emigration of the 1850s:

,,Concerning certain classes of German immigrants, it may be
correctly maintained that the reasons for which they give up their
homeland are predominantly of a political nature. This judgment is
not valid, however, for the masses of our countrymen who depart
every year. On the contrary, material deficiencies and insecurity in
their current economic circumstances are doubtless the primary
moving forces.*30 :

_In a recent series of articles Giinter Moltmann warned against interpreting this
thesis of the dominance of economic reasons for migration too one-sidedly.*>’
,,Revolutionary protest was not, of course, the determining factor for all emigrants,
but it certainly played a role as one motivational component among others. 438
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New Holstein, Wisconsin is a microcosm of the situation in which the
educated Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers found themselves. These individuals, for
their part, had great influence on decisions to emigrate due to the respect granted
them in the weaker levels of society. The detailed letters of the widely traveled,
cosmopolitan former editor of the Altona Mercur and the North German Free
Press, Andreas F. Hanssen, written to his brother Georg, a professor of statistics in
Gottingen, document the dominance of political reasons for emigration: ,,Thus I
could almost be happy that things in the dear old Fatherland are getting more and
more hopeless, so that we finally will be able to see the last king sucking on the
intestine of the last preacher or nobleman.“4% On July 5, 1850, a few days before
the battle at Idstedt was lost, Hanssen wrote to his brother in a letter from New
Holstein: ,,You in Germany will not return to a state of peace and tranquillity until
you have broken down all the privileges granted by birth and position and, above
all, by money. At the moment it seems as though you are following that path less
than before, and thus I see not only confusion, but bloody events for the next 30
years in Germany, and am glad to have found shelter from all of this here in our
peaceful ‘bush.’<460

We have already referred to the material success of the first Schleswig-
Holstein pioneers, but successive emigrants as well were financially so positioned
that economic and social success in America did not serve as an attraction. »Many
brought along gold pieces and trunks full of personal property. They were
accustomed to a standard of living that could hardly be attained again in the back
woods or on the prairie. What could they have been looking for that their homeland
did not offer? It must have been political freedom.“461 Andreas F. Hanssen
describes clearly the previously unknown working conditions the intellectuals
met in this thinly settled new homeland: ,,Of course it takes hard work to extract an
existence, and even more, a degree of comfort from this woodland, but on the one
hand I enjoy this hard work . . . [Hanssen married in New Holstein on June 3, 1850].
Now I have before me a quiet, simple life such as I have been dreaming for quite a
long time.*462

The ,leaven of democracy*“*%3 continued to ferment in Schleswig-Hol-
stein as well as in many European nations, exerting a powerfully attractive force
from the other side of the Atlantic. There were also quite particular push factors at
work in the duchies on the Elbe, which were rooted in the peculiar political history
of Schleswig. After defeating the revolution, Copenhagen began an intensive
policy of converting the duchy of Schleswig to Danish culture, which in regulations
concerning the use of the Danish language affected the broad masses of the
people as well. Thus there existed in Schleswig-Holstein an immediate political
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reason for emigrating such as existed nowhere else in the whole of Germany. The
radical-republican newspaper Das Volk went so far as to exclude economic reasons
for emigration. On January 2, 1850 it affirmed: ,,The driving force behind the
emigrations has always been chiefly political . . . for never before, especially in
Germany, has the political element been so great and recognized as being so great.”

Scarcely one year earlier this newspaper, the most liberal of press organs in
Schleswig-Holstein, stated the reasons why only North America could come into
consideration as a goal for emigration: ,,The United States of America affirms
before the forum of humanity that the republican and only the republican form of
government is immovably in harmony with the demands and principles of reason,
and that it alone can assure and protect the material and spiritual well-being of the
human race by granting mankind the element of freedom as the basis of all physical,
material, spiritual, and moral strength. 464

Hans Reimer Claussen who, along with Theodor Olshausen was the best-
known politician and emigrant to America, responded to many requests and, after
a three-month stay in the American Middle West, sketched a very positive picture
not only of the political situation. After ,,my extensive reading of newspaper articles
and making my own observations, I have come to the conclusion that I prefer
Davenport to all other towns. This region is similar to that of Kiel, but far prettier.
Davenport’s location is the most charming that I have seen anywhere in the Union.
Indeed, no one in Holstein has ever laid eyes on such a clear blue sky as here.“465
These detailed reports from Claussen who, because of his active involvement in
the societies for the education of workers, enjoyed a high reputation with the
socially weak classes, were confirmed by other contemporaries as well. ,,We would
not have needed the encouragement of Mr. Claussen to induce us to head for
Towa.* 466

Writing to his brother Justus, Theodor Olshausen urged caution in accepting
the reports of Hans Reimer Claussen: ,,His reports may have their good side, but
they are to be read with a critical eye and taken with a grain of salt, for he always
tends to exaggerate and, in this case, on the positive side. Here, as well as in
Davenport, people are of the opinion that his reports present life here far too
glowingly, even though he himself has had to struggle there with members of the
opposition party.“467 In contrast to many immigrants who had created false images
of America in their reports, Theodor Olshausen’s comments sound more sober:
,Life in America does not vary all that much from the image one is obliged to form
if one follows the large quantities of reports which are received in Europe.468
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A substantial part of the large body of literature about the United States
that appeared in the first half of the nineteenth century was concerned exclusively
with the issue of emigration. Many authors saw in emigration the most suitable
means of doing something about poverty. In order, as much as possible, to minimize -
the state’s economic loss—as the emigration of thousands of citizens with their
small amounts of wealth was understood at the time—they demanded state
regulation of emigration, better protection for emigrants, and the directing of
emigrants to specific areas to some degree.*® Emigration was considered an
escape valve that forestalled potential social upheaval. 470 In addition to this
socio-politically motivated literature, there were reports such as that of Gottfried
Duden, which weighed the advantages and disadvantages of emigration on the
basis of personal experience. A third kind of literature had a propagandistic tone,
issued from the point of view of economic interests, for example by ship companies,
land speculators, and also individual states within America. Finally there were
letters from the pens of the emigrants themselves who wanted to induce their
countrymen to settle in the same areas in which they had elected to live.

The first two above-mentioned categories of emigration literature were
concerned with dispensing information, for example about the climate, expanding
into new areas, economic development, job possibilities, etc., expressing at the
same time some reservations about emigration. After he had treated the possibilities
for different professional groups in some detail, Franz v.Loher, for example, spelled
out the advantages and disadvantages of emigrating [as follows]:

»The new land offers the emigrant the advantage that he can, by hard work
and skill, acquire his own household and modest income much earlier than
it would be possible for him to do here—furthermore it grants him the
feeling of being a free man. For the first he sacrifices a significant part of the
intellectual and social life to which he is accustomed here; the pleasure of
the second item is limited for him by the dominance of another nationality
that restricts his social freedom in many respects.“471

Frequently, articles and correspondents’ reports in the German newspapers
warned the emigrarits against excessive hopes. The Iizehoe Weekly of September
17, 1851 printed a letter from New York addressed to the editor, stating: ,, Think it
over seriously whether you want to give up all aspects of your social life at home,
and don’t build any castles in the air. No one doubts that America offers the rural
dweller, the craftsman, and the worker an enormously rich field of activity; however,
they can be assured that the descriptions usually given are exaggerated in the
highest degree.* :
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On November 24, 1852, the same newspaper published a warning from the
Berlin Central Society for German Immigration and Colonization Opportunities that
employment was available only for robust craftsmen, and less and less even for
them as immigration increased. Commentaries about the situation in America that
the Itzehoe Weekly characterized as exaggerated were also attacked on the other
side of the Atlantic, in a publication called Atlantic Studies: Founded by refugees
from the revolution with the express intent of helping reduce the amount of
misinformation about conditions in the United States in Germany, the journal
reported as follows: ,,It can be proven that correspondents and authors of rather
lengthy works were urged by German authorities not to touch on the darker sides
of America. What is known as the darker sides emerge in reality much more sharply,
while the so popular sunny sides have been described and exaggerated to the
point of triviality.*472

Much of the emigration literature originated from sources with a direct
economic interest in its content. The exploitation of immigrants began before they
encountered the despicable circumstances during their journey or the deceptive
practices of the ,,runners* in American immigration ports, through the preparation
of propaganda pamphlets whose rosy descriptions had little to do- with reality.
This criticism applies, of course, only to part of the literature on emigration that -
was written with specific intent. Emigration advisors made great efforts at presenting
the situation objectively. In the article ,,Settlers in North America® of November 9,
1846, The Itzehoe Weekly first recommended to its Schleswig-Holstein readership
the reprint ,,Warning and Advice to Emigrants from the German Society in New
York“ (Hamburg, 1845, Vierlag von Tramburg’s Erben) as indispensable information.

Many of the new midwestern states also tried to attract immigrants by
publishing pamphlets describing the advantages of their part of the country. The-
se made every effort to maintain objectivity in their presentations.#’3 To some
extent they even had the problem of communicating advantages of emigration in a
credible way. For example, emigration agents often experienced difficulty in
convincing potential emigrants that they actually could get land for free.#7# Fried-
rich Hedde from the town of Rendsburg complained in his book The State of
Nebraska about the lack of information on the primary settlement areas of the
immigrants from Schleswig-Holstein who had already come to the Midwest: ,,The
fault lies in the fact that there are very few good volumes about America, especially
about the new regions in the West . . . that the classes from which the German
emigrants are preeminently recruited do not read very much, and finally, that the
brochures distributed by the individual American states are usually received with
a certain mistrust.“47>
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Long neglected, the significance of emigrants’ letters has by now been
recognized by researchets as well. An overdue pioneer work was that of Wolfgang
J. Helbich in 1983. One of the more impressive undertakings resulted in more than
5,000 letters acquired and analyzed by the year 1989 in the Bochum Emigration
Letter Collection project. ,, They offer a connection, a bridge between the points of
departure and the end stations of migration.“47¢ The letters of emigrants were not
only a tie that held families together across the Atlantic; they also were the decisive
factor that produced emigration, whether for economic or other reasons. 477

American authorities assumed even eighty years ago that the letters the
immigrants in America wrote back home were the strongest motivator of succeeding
emigrations, much more important than emigration agents” advertising campaigns,
travel literature, emigration guides, and newspapers all taken to gether478 The

.image of America formulated in these letters by trustworthy relatives or
acquaintances offered the most important aid in the decision-making process with
respect to both whether to emigrate and also where to go. Friedrich Hedde confirms
this in his book about Nebraska, a state which became known in Schleswig-Hol-
stein initially through his efforts: ,,The emigrants have shaped their understanding
about our conditions exclusively, or at least primarily, from the letters their relati-
ves and friends have sent to them from America. That they rely especially on such
sources of information and choose to settle in the town from which these letters
came is, given the circumstances, perfectly natural.“479

In this connection, author Hedde criticized the one-sided preference of the
Schleswig-Holsteiners for Davenport and Scott County, Towa, in order that he
might interest them in the city he had founded, Grand Island, in Hall County,
Nebraska. He warned that they should not let themselves be blinded by the quantity
* of letters from an earlier-settled region since the conditions that had made the first
immigrants so wealthy so fast, such as the cost of land, would usually no longer
prevail 430

It can be demonstrated that the initial development of Schleswig-Holstein
emigration to Iowa can be traced back to letters sent from there to the old homeland.
Propaganda from American organizations and institutions as a rule played no role
at all. Emigration patterns from the duchies confirm what Walter Kamphoefner
determined in general: ,,The factor that had the greatest influence on subsequent
emigrants from a given region as to where to settle was the place chosen by the
first emigrants from that region.“481 This is true also for the years following the
revolution. The first and most important publication about Iowa was written by
Theodor Olshausen.*82 His description of Towa was evaluated very positively by
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the Itzehoe Weekly of December 18, 1852. According to the paper, the book’s

numerous statistics, its agricultural observations that were of special interest for

immigrants, and the breadth of its content characterized it as one that would be a
~ welcome gift for any immigrant.

The letters of those who had already emigrated also steered subsequent
emigrants from Schleswig-Holstein to Iowa and to the other new states of the
Midwest.*83 Andreas F. Hanssen’s letters to his brother Georg offers a graphic
example of how an immigrant described his new surroundings to his family back
home and in so doing urged them to emigrate.#84 Hanssen in no way outlines a
rosy paradise. In his first extant letter from America he says that the first settlers
had had very bad experiences because advisers had told them that they could
simply break the soil with a harrow, and that this would suffice to yield the most
abundant harvest.485 Hanssen states as well: ,,There is a good deal of truth in the
American saying that a new settler must have spent his very last European schilling
before he can hope to have any success.“486

No matter how- negative Hanssen’s individual experiences may have
been,*87 his attitude toward America and his new, unaccustomed role as a farmer
in the American wilderness remained positive. The hard work seemed completely
positive to the former journalist*38 He contrasted his difficulties as a new arrival
to the situation of the earlier settlers: ,,You’ll never find any more independent and
carefree people than the small farmers who began plowing their 40 or 50 acres of
land here seven or eight years ago, even if back then they had nothing with which
to start.“489

Hanssen admits, on the other hand, that this applies only to those whose
ambition is nothing more than to make a decent living.4#90 But he advised his
brother who had remained in Germany that he should emigrate without even thinking
twice.491 To the objections of his brother, Hanssen quickly countered: , If other
immigrants usually make the mistake of imagining emigration as something that is
too easy, one could almost accuse you of almost always imagining only the darker
side.“492 This accusation was followed by detailed reports, written to convince
his skeptical brother, about prices of food and clothing and the successes of other
settlers who had arrived with almost no money.#%3 In another letter Hanssen
included the design for a house his brother could build.*?*

The detailed, realistic reports that immigrants sent back to their familiesin
Germany were not the only advertisements for America. Among close family

members emotional reasons also played arole. Thus, for example, Hanssen writes
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on May 6, 1852: ,,In my imagination I already envision a neat little farmhouse
standing on a small hill to the north of my clearing with numerous cheerful children,
yours, playing in front of it. Mother Maren is getting breakfast and your share has
already been allocated to you. Afterwards we’ll set out on a hike through Wisconsin
and its prairies.*

We can only surmise how sentences such as these might have affected
family members who had stayed in Germany. But the desire to reunite families
surely influenced the decision of some to emigrate. Likewise, the longing for rela-
tives and friends back in Germany may have led emigrants to become such persi-
stent propagandists for emigration. Just how intensively Theodor Olshausen urged
his brother Justus to send his son to America is apparent in a letter of May 26,
1853: ,,When I think about how I believe his prospects in Germany to be, then I am
quite decidedly of the opinion that it would be best for him to come to America,
and then of course, the sooner the better. Maria (Justus’ wife), I think, was never
against their emigrating, and though you seemed to be prejudiced against America
earlier, that will no doubt have abated in light of the most recent happenings in
Europe.“495

The memoirs of the subsequent Davenport mayor Karl August Ficke show
clearly the strong influence two long letters written in the year 1851 from Iowa had
on his family in Boizenburg on the Elbe. ,Fischer’s letter created a profound
sensation in his hometown . . . These letters described an earthly Paradise. . . The
letters passed from hand to hand and were eagerly read. They were copied
numberless times. . .When one at this distance peruses these letters, he ceases to
wonder that Iowa, which Fischer and doubtless many others described in such
rosy and true colors, attracted such a large volume of German immigration during
the fifties. 496

Only rarely does one read in these immigrant letters anything about the
negative aspects and problems they encountered in their new homeland. The
former Schleswig-Holstein jurist and 1848er Bleick Peters, %7 explained to his
parents-in-law in a letter: ,, There is indeed an unhealthy tendency among us
emigrants to write back the happiest of things to our loved ones in the old
Fatherland and to keep as secret as possible the more unpleasant experiences.“4%8

After the revolution failed, many 1848ers, especially those of the Left, fled
to America.#% Their expectations of the democratic institutions in the American
republic were very high. Liberal intellectual German immigrants of the pre-March
era, frequently described also as 1830ers, had praised the U.S. Constitution with
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high-sounding words that were not without their effect in raising expectations in
Germany.500

For the younger exiles especially, a longer phase of sobering reality now
set in. Probably the most radical journalist among the 1848er emigrants was Karl
Heinzen,’%! who ascertained a bad conscience or even self-disdain in many
emigrants, who reproached themselves with having carelessly thrown away the
tangible possibility of achieving freedom in Germany. These younger immigrants
hoped for a considerable length of time>02 for a new revolution in their old homeland.
,Many of us.considered their exile in America to be only a temporary situation.
They were only guests in the school of life here, as it were, and would return at
some later date to Europe, the actual arena of their aspirations.*>03 Early on, Hans
Reimer Claussen dissociated himself from Karl Heinzen and the Schleswig-Hol-
stein journalists of the Davenport Demokrat, Theodor Giilich®** and Heinrich
von Ramming, who supported the radical Free-Soil Party. These politicians
demanded the distribution of state-owned lands free of charge to incoming settlers:
,’The shortsightedness of these radicals, to the extent that they are honest, is
great. But you know the dogmatic stubbornness of such theoreticians who admit
of no comparison with the actual conditions of life.*503

Should the Schleswig-Holsteiner 1848ers settle down for good in
Davenport? A large number of the younger revolutionaries in the circle of Giilich
and Hedde asked this question. Even before emigrating Hedde had articulated
what the republicans hoped for in the first years after the wars of insurrection:
,,The social revolutions will be even more terrible than the political ones . . . letus -
allow the wound to continue to fester. Then perhaps it can happen that a new
uprising will erupt, as in 1848, one that will be more frightful than the first one
was.“506 The New York Criminal Newspaper of November 3, 1854 greeted Fried-
rich Hedde a few days after his arrival with a rather lengthy article: ,,We regret that
he is lost to the Fatherland for the moment, but at the same time we are delighted to
see him in our midst. Mr. Hedde deserves the warmest welcome.

Theodor Giilich’s sympathies in America lay with those activities that could
make possible his return to Europe. In his Davenport newspaper he reported in
detail about the founding of clubs and societies that had joined the American
Revolutionary Society for Europe.507 In the spirit of ,,true progress, they wanted
to support the peoples of Europe who were striving for freedom and they judged
America’s neutrality to be contrary to ,,the spirit of this free nation.“>%8 As one of
the older 1848ers, Theodor Olshausen did not share the hope of a quick return. He
was skeptical, too, of the plans of Ludwig Kossuth and Gottfried Kinkel. He did
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not believe that a second revolution could be unleashed in Europe with the help of
a loan or the collection of funds. Only a few days before Kinkel was given an
official reception in the capital city of Missouri, Olshausen had written to his
brother Justus: ,,I doubt that he will raise very much money in St. Louis. As
elsewhere, those with financial means here are conservative, and all agitations
such as those mentioned are odious to them, even though they don’t dare to tell
this to the masses, especially because elections are about to take place here. In
general, I do not see what the German immigrants here might be able to achieve
with the few $100,000 that they will probably be able to put together.*309

It was rare to read anything in Schleswig-Holstein about the activities of
the political refugees in the U.S. An article of April 30, 1852 in the Correspondenz-
Blatt and Kiel Weekly, founded and directed by Olshausen until 1848, criticized
the efforts of the German-American Revolutionary League. Under the headline
»Activities of the revolutionary emigrants in recent times* it stated: ,, The United
States is widely recognized at the moment as the primary staging area selected by
the demagogues for their activities, the support base from which radicalism is
supposed to achieve success, as they hope, so as to lift old Europe off its hinges
and make it lie down happily in ruins.” Along with Kossuth and Kinkel, the article
quotes Arnold Ruge, a close friend of Olshausen’s since 1821, when the two were
members of the same Jena fraternity. ,,He [Ruge] still believes in liberating the
world through the power of the pure idea.*510

The Schleswig-Holstein journalists Friedrich and Rudolf Lexow expressed
their wishes more than reality when they wrote that several ships were about to
leave New Orleans to transport German revolutionaries to Europe for the second
uprising.>11 This theme surfaced again when Germans who showed up in Europe
with American passports were either arrested for having participated in the
revolution or drafted immediately into Prussian military service. Lexow demanded
vigorous intervention on the part of the American government, but to no avail. In
the event of a second revolution in Germany in particular, German-American
volunteers were to be accorded full status as foreign mercenaries.>12 In the United
States, however, there existed no political majority, either in 1848 or later, in favor of
actively supporting the European movements for independence.513

While the younger revolutionaries still dreamed for years of a kind of
»contented world* and clung to their ideals of German unity and freedom, Theodor
Olshausen and Hans Reimer Claussen analyzed their new surroundings much
more realistically. Claussen’s attitude toward the United States is especially
reminiscent of the formulation by Carl Schurz: ,,I took it as my task to view everything
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in America from the most positive side and not to let myself be discouraged by any
disappointment.“514

After the Danish king’s power was restored in the duchies of Schleswig
and Holstein, he issued a general amnesty on March 29, 1852, from which Claussen
and Olshausen, in addition to 19 other persons, were excluded.315 Since this
outcome had been expected for some time, both men had already reached the
decision in the summer of 1851 to emigrate to America.>!® In Claussen’s letter of
departure to his party colleague Wilhelm Ahlmann,’!7 his sense of resignation is
clear. ,,You are the only member of our party in Schleswig-Holstein who has
succeeded in carrying out his ideas in a practical way. For my part, I have worked
in vain for a reasonable reform of justice.*18

Soon after the Malmoé armistice of August 26, 1848, the cosmopolitan editor
Andreas F.-Hanssen had given up hope that the political situation in Schleswig-
Holstein would change. All the information coming from his former homeland
confirmed his decision to emigrate. The rapid dissolution of his emotional ties to
Europe allowed for no thoughts that he was merely going into exile, and he explained
that his new sphere of activity, farming, had brought him the freedom he had so
long been seeking.319 'In letters to his brother, Professor Georg Hanssen, his
mental detachment is clear: ,, You will find it comprehensible that under the present
prospects my sympathy for the self-deserved misfortune of Germany fades more
and more from my mind. If only our poor Schleswig-Holstein had not been destined
in such a vile way to cool off the bath water.*320

Three and a half months following his emigration, Hans Reimer Claussen
influenced the population in the duchies in a decisive way by sending detailed
descriptions of his ,,exile” in America, which was to become his permanent home.
On January 17, 1852 the Itzehoe Weekly began to print a three-part report from
him.52! In a rhetorically skilled style and intelligent manner, Claussen imparted a
general view of America and Iowa, which he portrayed as a second land of Canaan.
,-Even in November the weather is still wonderful. Yes, such a clear blue sky as here
no one ever sees in Holstein.” Claussen warned the elderly, dismissed officials in
Schleswig-Holstein not to come to America. They would have a difficult time
earning a living in a manner they had been accustomed to. On the other hand, all
pathways for human activity were available here in the free and open economy
_ since guilds and the compulsory use of mills were totally unknown. Nowhere in
evidence were such artificial borders and barriers, drawn either by law or custom,
as in Burope. Theodor Olshausen confirmed the evaluation of his former fellow
student, emphasizing that the Germans who had emigrated to America could enjoy
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,»a greater dimension of personal freedom than in their old Fatherland.“522 It is
quite apparent that following Olshausen’s arrest in 1846 the concept of personal
freedom took on an especially high value for him.

As arule, general information about the United States was very positive.
Only rarely does one find in the newspapers of Schleswig-Holstein or in emigrant
letters anything that is negative or that offers serious concern about America. An
exception is the personal report of a former Schleswig-Holstein soldier (R.H.—the
best in the 6th Battalion).323 He traveled with an emigration society to a socialistic-
communistic colony in Clayton County, Iowa, where everyone expected to find
,»the beautiful asylum they had dreamed of for so long.“ After a difficult journey
the North German Emigration Society achieved the settlement, which was based
on the principle of common ownership of property. The disappointment, however,
was boundless: ,,Nothing but two log cabins for some 80 people, barely half of
whom knew the slightest thing about the principles on which the community had
been founded. With that the beautiful dream was over.“524

The young farmer soldier from Schleswig-Holstein had been inspired to
emigrate by one of the many utopian emigration projects.2> The colony
,Communia“ had existed in Clayton County, Iowa, between 1847 and 1856526 ; its
development had been significantly influenced by Wilhelm Weitling, probably the
best-known German organizer of the early workers’ movement. Settlers from Meck-
Ienburg wanted to establish another socialistic-communistic colony (,,Liberty*),
presumably distinct from Communia, and it was in this colony that the previously-
mentioned Schleswig-Holstein freedom fighter also wanted to settle.527

Although some younger German revolutionaries worked intensely for
several years on plans for a return to Europe, American historian John Hawgood is
wrong in concluding that the immigration of the articulate and radical 1848ers
ushered in a period in which the Germans created their own German-America, a
cultural rather than a political grouping that kept itself separate from the rest of
America.528 Rather, many 1848ers were eager to learn the English language right
from the beginning and as quickly as possible. Hawgood’s thesis can be explained,
on the one hand, by the mass immigration of Germans before the American Civil
War, which was accompanied by steadily changing internal political party structures
and, on the other, by the anxiety which many Americans felt in the face of a rapidly
increasing foreign element in their country. It is true that the 1848ers quickly
discovered these weaknesses and eloquently urged a course of their own. |

On the basis of the highly articulate analyses which Theodor Olshausen

71




Chapter 4

sent to his politically like-minded brother Justus, we can pick up details not intended
for the broader public that this experienced publisher with an astonishing sensitivity
was able to formulate.

As mentioned earlier, Olshausen did not belong to that group of younger
1848ers who hoped for a second revolution in Europe in the near future. His re-
migration after the American Civil War was due to short-term financial circumstances
and the wish to see his family again. He thought that the isolation of the Germans
in America was frequently not intended, but was caused by their language problems.
Many 1848ers wanted to remove these communication barriers as quickly as
possible. Olshausen, who lived with his two well-established half-brothers in St.
- Louis, tried in vain to learn the American language in the first period of his stay in
America. ,,Jt is my mistake that I practically never come in contact with Anglo-
Americans and, as a consequence, I am making no progress with my English. [ am
therefore limited to reading English, through which one cannot learn to speak it.
None of the Germans whom I have gotten to know have any close Anglo-Ameri-
can acquaintances.*>2? Many Germans who had lived in America for a long time,
like Olshausen’s half-brothers, either were unwilling to speak German or they spoke
it with a lot of mistakes: ,,my woman ist my wife—bei manchen constant.” On the
other hand, he made fun of the use of ridiculous Anglicisms. ,,Our live-in companion,
my brother-in-law Kraft, always says ‘mitaus’ [without] instead of ‘ohne.’* He
laments in general , that English is spoken poorly in everyday life. Germans, Irishmen,
Frenchmen, all work on destroying the language, and the Anglo-Americans
themselves are no longer very concerned about language use.*530

German-language immigrants were especially in demand in the United States.
There were campaigns to try and recruit them. Agents distributed written material
shortly after the immigrant’s arrival in the New World or even in Germany, although
existing laws allowed them only to inform, but not recruit.33! Intensive efforts to
get German immigrants had a long tradition. As early as 1681 William Penn published
a pamphlet with the goal of luring German seftlers to the current state of
Pennsylvania.532 Systematic activities to guide the growing stream of immigrants
to a certain targeted area began in 1845 when Michigan set up an official immigration
agency with an office in New York. Up until the time of the Civil War, similar
agencies were established for the territory in the region of Minnesota and the
states of Towa and Wisconsin.533 On March 30, 1860 the Iowa legislature passed
alaw valid for two years that supplied the financial means intended to strengthen
immigration.534

For the New York office, Iowa Governor Kirkwood selected as his Lieutenant
Governor Nicholas J. Rusch, a man who had had to discontinue his study of
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medicine at the University of Kiel in 1847 for political reasons and emigrated to
Davenport in the same year. The American historian Marcus Lee Hansen saw in
the governor’s choice of this Schleswig-Holstein immigrant who also held a high
political office the reason for the success of his activities.>3> Rusch enjoyed the
privilege of distributing promotional information about Iowa in New York’s central
gathering area for immigrants, Castle Garden, where he did not face the competition
of private agencies. ,,It was only on account of my official position as Lieutenant
Governor of the State that I was able to obtain a pass for myself or my deputy to
enter the building at all times.“536

Many Schleswig-Holstein emigrants had already decided where they were
going to settle in the United States before leaving their old homeland. Their decision
to go to a specific region was frequently formed on the basis of letters from friends
and relatives who had already emigrated or from reports by personalities in public
life who enjoyed a high level of respect among the general public.’37 Some Schles-
wig-Holstein emigrants exaggerated their information about America; they almost
always wrote in the form of letters with a personal touch, and these letters were
reproduced in hometown newspapers in the duchies. On December 21, 1847, at the
onset of mass emigration, Theodor Olshausen’s Kieler Correspondenzblatt
explained what was behind this flood of letters with their euphoric descriptions of
settlement possibilities in the Midwest. Those from Schleswig-Holstein who are
already in America ,,seek to promote and incite emigration here in order to exploit
their countrymen who trail after them and arrive equipped with money.“ Andreas E
Hanssen emphasized in a long unpublished letter to his brother the political aspects
of continued immigration: ,,Without fresh money a newly established settlement
develops slowly. This is why there is such a clamor for new immigrants.*38

In addition to these economic motives, the desire of an ethnic group to
enlarge itself in America in order to form a , little Germany* in the New World
played a role that should not be underestimated. The many individual attempts at
recruiting as a means of luring friends, relatives and acquaintances across the
ocean also show very clearly how strong the desire for self-justification was.
Again and again, individual reasons for deciding to emigrate were explained and
justified. Parallel to the initiation of mass emigration from Schleswig-Holstein,
local newspapers discussed the question of whether emigrants should settle in
Iowa or Wisconsin for years. This competition eventually came to a head and led
to mutual accusations of having told untruths about the other settlement area,
whether New Holstein, Wisconsin or Davenport, lowa.

A letter from Toledo, Ohio, reprinted on May 31, 1847 in the Itzehoe Weekly
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initiated this public quarrel. The following comment was to hold true for the next
several years: ,,Wisconsin and Iowa have become targets of emigration, without
having any more merit than the region here.“ Both parties took as their point of
departure the qualities of the arable soil. The Schleswig-Holstein pastor S. Jacobs
reported, for example, on November 18, 1847 from Gutenberg or Prairie La Porte in
Towa (south of Davenport): ,,Jowa is especially worthy of recommendation to our
countrymen because in this state meadows and forests alternate in the most pleasant
manner, and the farmer does not need to go to the effort of rooting out trees here
as is necessary in Missouri, Wisconsin, Texas, and other states.“339

The lack of trees was simultaneously used as an argument against Iowa. ,,1
would have advised anyone who wanted to buy land from four to six years ago to
go to Iowa. But now the intense immigration has already taken up the best stretches
of land, leaving available only the unhealthy areas and those where wood is
especially scarce. But without a lot of wood, the American farmer simply cannot
exist. Wisconsin, because of its healthy climate, its wealth of timber, and its especially
favorable market routes for products, is probably preferable now to all the other
states.“540 The chain migrations to Iowa disproved much of this false information
in the greater Davenport area in particular; around 1850 good land was available at
favorable prices.

In the course of the next years, when it became obvious that the continuing
immigration from Schleswig-Holstein was heading more for Iowa than Wisconsin,
the arguments sharpened. Andreas F. Hanssen from New Holstein took issue with
areport from Hans Reimer Claussen which could , hardly be completely impartial,
since Claussen had bought a few thousand acres himself for speculative purposes.
,-We have little reliable information here, but we hear from the Old Country that
reports by people who have recently arrived there are quite disappointing.“54!
The 1848er Claus Oesau, a pioneer settler of New Holstein, put it somewhat more
precisely, by inference attacking Claussen, among others: ,,For a long time I have
been intending to publish something about all the excessive praise of Iowa,
especially by people whose previous positions in the Old Fatherland would allow
one to presume they were honest and truthful.“542 In his commentary, Oesau
pointed to the ,, many deaths from fever among the immigrants to Davenport,
whereas in New Holstein there was only one death among 170 new arrivals.>43 He
wanted to correct false information about the weather as well:

,The climate of Wisconsin is the target of unfriendly reports from
Towa. They call it unpleasant and raw and compare it with Siberia,

whereas Iowa, of course, is supposed to be a paradise. Anyone
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who so desires can pick up a map of the United States and easily
find out that Davenport lies no more than 2-1/2 degrees or 37-1/2
German miles further south than Sheboygan (not far from New
Holstein—author’s note), Wisconsin. Lying out on the open prairie,
Towa is at the mercy of the strongest winds, whereas Wisconsin’s
forests trap the winds and make them less perceptible . . . In part,
our own experience . . . it can be said with confidence that for the
north German emigrant, the region. . . where our New Holstein is
also located in one of the most suitable places.*544

This kind of population politics was summarized by Andreas F. Hanssen:
,»We have enough land, even though there is not much left in our town, there is
more in the neighboring one, which is as yet almost completely unsettled and
which we would like to see blossom forth as a New Schleswig next to our New
Holstein. 545

The population of Europe increased from about 140 million in the year 1750
to almost double that, approximately 255 million, in the year 1850.546 Between
1845 and 1854, more than 3 million Europeans left their homeland, creating a U.S.
immigration stream in the decade from 1850-1860 amounting to 11.2 percent of the
total population, the highest percentage increase in America’s history.>47 In the
period from 1852 to 1854 alone, more than 500,000 Germans emigrated to the United
States. 48

In the first half of the nineteenth century, the strong population growth in
Europe totally outstripped the number of job possibilities. On the one hand, wages
in Germany stagnated at the level of 1820, and on the other, prices for comestibles
like wheat and potatoes doubled; the same held true for clothing.549 This critical
situation, aggravated in the 1840s by poor harvests, affected small farmers, craftsmen
and day laborers especially.5>0 To identify this state of mass poverty, unknown
up to that time, writers frequently resorted to the English term ,,Pauperism.* In the
opinion of the Itzehoe Weekly of April 10, 1852, the crisis could be met in only one
way: ,,For Germany, emigration has become a matter of life or death.“ Just before
the Schleswig-Holstein revolution, the same newspaper warned its readers on
January 18, 1848 against state-sponsored attempts to influence emigration to the
United States, which was ,,ever more assuming the character of a mass
migration.*5!

Well-known leaders of the *48 revolution who fled to the United States saw
only political motives behind the mass movement: ,,In the years between 1848 and
1867 the reactionary forces in Baden drove no less than half a million Badeners out
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of the country. . . nowhere else were so many political proceedings [lawsuits]
brought to court. . .“>52 Friedrich Kapp presented a similar position: ,,The *48
revolution propelled hundreds of thousands of politically persecuted and
dissatisfied [people] individuals to America, who in their great numbers peopled
entire states and determined their character.*5>3

Scholars refer to this mass movement as a chain migration of people from
one region in the Old World to a specific target area in the New World.3>* This
concept of chain migration doubtless applies to Schleswig-Holstein during the
time frame between 1847, the beginning of mass emigration from the duchies, and
1860. This phenomenon can be documented unequivocally on the basis of letters
and biographical sketches in the histories of Scott County and the city of
Davenport. Unfortunately the geographic data in the census lists is imprecise. In
his history of Danish immigration to Iowa, the American historian Thomas Peter
Christensen recognized correctly: ,, The first large influx of Danish citizens to Eastern
Towa were Holsteiners and German Slesvigers. Both considered themselves German.
.. But[since]. .. all who came before 1864 were at the time of their arrival Danish
subjects.* Regarding the numbers resulting from the state census of Iowa taken in
1856, Christensen commented [further]: . . .“and some of these may have been
German Slesvigers who gave Denmark as their place of birth.“>55 For this reason
no definitive conclusions about the total dimensions of Schleswig-Holstein
immigration are possible.>® Random samples confirm, for example, that some
former inhabitants of the duchies indicated neither Schieswig nor Holstein under
the rubric ,,origin,* but Germany or Denmark.357 The attempt at arriving at abso-
lute figures for emigration from the duchies frequently foundered over the question
of whether a person who indicated ,,Schleswig as place -of origin considered
himself a German or a Dane. One exception is for the period from January 1 to May
7, 1852, when 40,531 immigrants arriving from Hamburg included 1,822 who were
specifically designated as Schleswig-Holsteiners. Coming by way of Bremen were
an additional 171 from the duchies and 76 by way of the Hamburg suburb of
Harburg. Furthermore, many Schleswigers from the west coast emigrated by way
of England.5>8

Through the statements of contemporaries who witnessed the chain
migration of Schleswig-Holsteiners to the Midwest, however, we can arrive at an
approximate notion of its extent. The local historian August Richter, for example,
reflected about early immigration as follows: ,,Scott County, with Davenport as its
capital, became one of the largest Schleswig-Holstein colonies in America.*>5?
As early as August 27, 1851, William Fischer of Davenport estimated in a letter that
a third of the city’s population and half of its farmers were German. On the basis of
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developments over the preceding four years, Fischer dared to make the bold
projection: ,,I think that in ten years Davenport will be comparable to the primary
cities of Germany, since German emigration is now heading largely to this site,*560
The statistical breakdown [of immigration] was confirmed by a series of reliable
letter-writers. Pastor J. Kroger, originally from Schwabstedt near Husum, reported
on December 20, 1850: ,,Davenport has at least 2,000 inhabitants, a third of whom
are German, mostly Holsteiners and Schleswigers. . . Things here look just like in
Holstein; we live as we did there, except that we do not put in half as much effort
and hard work.*61 | The German language is dominant here; Plattdeutsch is most
frequently spoken so that you can hardly tell from the language that you have left
the homeland.*562 :

Even journalists in Wisconsin, the focal point of German immigration in
general, noticed the explosive development of its competitor. ,,The population of
Towa is growing with enormous rapidity.“53 Wisconsin’s largest German-language
daily newspaper reported about the situation in the duchies: ,,America’s population
may well receive a great boost from Schleswig-Holstein next spring, since a great
deal of interest in emigrating is astir, especially among owners of estates. [deren
Anhéren gar nicht zu erwarten war]5%4

English-language newspapers as a rule reported little about the mass
emigration of the Germans to the United States. One of the few reports concerning
the immigration of Schleswig-Holsteiners in American [local] papers appeared in
the Democratic Banner of Davenport for July 1, 1853: ,,120 German emigrants
arrived at this city last Sunday. They are a fine, healthy-looking crowd, and will no
doubt make good citizens.” A few weeks later, on October 28, 1853, the same
newspaper reported: ,,. . . the number of immigrants pouring in is beyond
precedent.“565

The immigration boom lasted until the mid *50s and showed a noticeable
decrease beginning in 1855. The Itzehoe Weekly reported on August 4 and Sep-
tember 29, 1855 about returnees to Germany who ,,were unable to find their Ameri-
can dream over there.” There were no indications, however, that there were any
Schleswig-Holsteiners in this group.5% Iowa did not register any reduction in
immigration prior to the great economic crisis of 1857.567

For the individual Schleswig-Holsteiner who had decided to emigrate to

the United States, the decision meant a radical break from an old to a brand new

. way of life. He left all his familiar surroundings, lost his social identity during the
period of transition, took upon himself a rather dangerous sea and land journey,
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and assumed the risk of a new adventure for which he could reach back to no
previous experience. The world he was about to enter was known to him only by
hearsay, from letters, or from reading immigration advertisements.>%8 As a rule,
emigration was a one-way street. Visits from emigrants back to the former homeland
remained a rare exception, even though many announced such planned encounters
in their letters. The unknown problems that had to be endured occupied the thoughts
of the emigrant; with only the hope for a better life, a higher standard of living, and
freedom in the New World giving each individual the courage and strength to
venture into the unknown. The transportation of emigrants, especially in the initial
years of Schleswig-Holstein mass immigration, was not at all without its problems
and dangers. Furthermore, the traveler had to rely on agents, shipowners, and land
salesmen who wanted nothing more than to make money on him:

Before the actual trip came the process of pulling up roots, which was of
great personal significance both to the persons leaving as well as to those staying
behind. Various forms of departure rituals eased the pain.>%° In Schleswig-Hol-
stein, too, people sang the emigrant song that had become widely known throughout
Germany since its composition in 1830: ,,Now is the time, the hour is striking, we are
traveling to America.“570 For many, the poem’s outspokenly optimistic text, which
describes a secure journey by sea ending with a happy arrival, lifted their mood.5”1

If the immigrant from Schleswig-Holstein had decided to go to Iowa, he had
to make a decision even before departing that was not exactly easy. Should he
enter the North American continent by way of New Orleans or New York? The
information available in the duchies around 1850 was contradictory. On the one
hand, before the Civil War intervened the city at the mouth of the Mississippi had
grown into the second largest immigrant port of the United States, because from
there arrivals could reach Davenport and its hinterlands via St. Louis by river
steamer at a relatively low cost. On the other hand, newcomers were scared off by
reports about epidemics of yellow fever and cholera.57? Still, many of those who
had emigrated previously recommended that Schleswig-Holsteiners heading for
Towa take the sea route to the port in the Gulf of Mexico. Schwabstedt-born Pastor
I. Krdger wrote to his relatives: ,,The most comfortable and advantageous route is
by all odds via New Orleans.” On this route they could take along all their house-
hold possessions, ,,and having these articles available here is of enormous
importance.“573 An anonymous Schleswig-Holsteiner also spoke up strongly for
- New Orleans: ,, Although there is enough swindling taking place there, it is not as
bad and the consequences not so irritating as in New York.*“>74

-In late 1847 the Altona Mercur (No. 302) opened a discussion that was to
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last for several years concerning the extent to which the journey via New Orleans
was too dangerous. In a ,short report from Kiel“ the conservative newspaper
commented on the number of deaths among a group of emigrants from Probstei
during the steamboat journey up the Mississippi in the spring of that year and
following arrival in Davenport.’”> The reproaches focused primarily on a Mr.
Hagge who, after a two-year stay in America, had returned to his old homeland to
bring his mother and four siblings back to Davenport; Mr. Hagge himself died
shortly thereafter. His fellow travelers had believed his exaggerations in describing
Towa, and now the people left behind in Schleswig-Holstein criticized the ,,unhealthy
location of Davenport.“37¢ This resulted in a ,,correction” by Pastor Kroger of
Schwabstedt shortly before his emigration. On the basis of the letters from his
brother, who had been living in Davenport since 1840, he praised ,,the marvelous
climate and beautiful natural surroundings*>77 of the area. In his opinion, the
settlers there had always been healthy ,,until the Holsteiners arrived last summer,
bringing with them dysentery and typhus from New Orleans, which soon developed
into a regular epidemic and infected more or less all the newcomers and occasioned
the now well-known horrible devastation.“>’8 As far as Pastor Kroger was
concerned, the fault lay with the Hamburg ship owner who, using all sorts of
pretexts, had delayed the trip from March 12 to the middle of April 1847. For this
reason the Probstei immigrants had ended up in the lower Mississippi during the
dangerously hot period.>79

Pastor Kroger spoke expressly in defense of Mr. Hagge, describing him as
»an honorable man who is incapable of deceiving others out of impure motives and
during luring them into ruin.“ Pastor Kroger actually reversed the one-sided
accusations made by the relatives of the emigrants who had died: ,,It was not the
(Hagge-author’s note) who sought out the new arrivals, but rather they who sought
him out, along with the other Holsteiners who lived there; he did not force his
advice on them, but rather they in their helplessness sought him and his neighbors
out, ... demanded their help, and I know from letters, . . . , even ignoring personal
danger.“>80 But that was far from the end of the argument concerning the person
of Mr. Hagge. Two years later, the brother of the subsequent founder of Grand
Island, Nebraska, Friedrich Stolley, entered the discussion explaining in detail the
background that led to the exaggerated letters written by Mr. Hagge. ,,We can’t call
his claims outright lies; rather, they were unknowingly reported untruths. If I am
not mistaken, the elderly Hagge wrote about 25-fold harvest returns for American
farmers despite poor cultivation. This is indeed true. Rusch [later Lieutenant
Governor of Towa-author’s note] also spoke about big returns in the previous year,
i.e., according to the amount of seed sown and not according to the amount of land
in production,“58!
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The two English-language newspapers of Davenport also reported about
the cholera and ,,ship-fever* among the arriving Schieswig-Holsteiners. ,, This
terrible disease has again made its appearance in this vicinity. At East Davenport
some four or five fatal cases have occurred.“332 The Davenport businessman -
T M.D. Burrows mentioned these particular difficulties of the *50s in his memoirs: .
.. ,;many of the German immigrants had ship-fever. They came by the way of New
Orleans.*383

In the argument between Davenport, Jowa and New Holstein, Wisconsin
courting the favor of later immigrants from Schleswig-Holstein, the question of
arriving via New Orleans also played a role. Andreas F. Hanssen wrote in detail
from New Holstein describing the dangers of the voyage up the Mississippi: ,,I
cannot warn you too often about traveling via New Orleans. Usually arriving there
in the hot fever period, the immigrants transfer to Mississippi steamboats whose
cabin costs exceed their means to pay, and they are thus crowded together like
cattle, much worse than on the most awful ocean-going immigrant vessels. Day
and night they are exposed to the feverous swamp miasmas of this ,.father of
waters,* without sufficient food, without adequate sleep, and thus they are virtually
destined to become sick. . . Iowa certainly has some great advantages, but they
come at the expense of deficiencies that are perhaps equally great.“584 Yet the
popularity of the direct sea journey to the Mississippi did not suffer. ,,Knorr and
Holtermann of Hamburg send the 11 ships belonging to R.M. Sloman’s Line directly
to New Orleans.*585 Emigrants from Schleswig-Holstein could sail to Davenport
via New Orleans at least twice a month and at reasonable prices.

The classic route for Europeans, however, was by way of New York, the
primary immigration port of the United States.586 Theodor Olshausen was among
those leaving Hamburg for this destination on July 16, 1851, on board the emigrant
ship Deutschland. 587

Of the countless and repetitively similar diary sketches of journeys and the
continuing trip to Davenport, a typical example is that of Schleswig-Holsteiner
Eggert Schmidt.>®8 On May 4, 1852 he boarded a ship in Hamburg with ,,104
passengers, mostly from Schleswig and Holstein.“589 For two days they remained
in the harbor and only on the 12th of the month did the sailing vessel exit Cuxhafen
for the open sea. ,,The situation with the meals on board was very bad . . . We were
sorry that we had not taken along more of our own food.” Nor were sleeping
quarters as a rule very comfortable. To be sure, the American ship’s passage law of
1847 required a minimum of 14 square feet for each emigrant, but that was only the
size of a normal bed; narrow double bunks often left only half that amount of
surface for spaces in between.5%0
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For the emigrants, the Atlantic crossing seemed very long; the monotony
on board was occasionally interspersed with birthday celebrations at which there
was music and dancing.5%! The trip by sailing ship took about 55 days. After
storms, contrary winds and day-long endurance tests in the unventilated lower
deck, the party of Schleswig-Holstein emigrants reached their destination on the
east coast of the United States. ,,The view of the city of New York and its surroundings
is magical, and anyone who has not seen it with his own eyes can scarcely imagine
what it is like.“ The chronicler of New Holstein, Wisconsin described the reaction
of the first pioneer group once they had caught sight of New York from the ship.
,»They wanted to pay respect to the new homeland with dignity, and such a festive
occasion calls for one’s best Sunday clothes.*592

Eggert Schmidt described the arrival procedures: ,,Following the doctor,
many speculators came on board, but it is not as bad as the way they do it in
Germany.” On the next day, following the advice of the captain, almost all the
passengers made out a contract with an agent known to the captain for travel from
New York to Chicago. A minority of them turned to the agency of the ,,Society for
German Immigration Friends, which is housed in St. John’s Hall, Frankfurt
Street.“593 The trip from New York to Davenport went by way of Chicago. Until
the completion of the railroad line in 1855, people had to travel either with a team
overland westward to the Mississippi, or go by way of St. Louis.>%*

After a 57-day Atlantic voyage from Hamburg, Eggert Schmidt and his
companions boarded a steamer in New York on June 30, 1852 and sailed up the
Hudson to Albany. There railroad cars awaited them for the ride to Buffalo. Next
they proceeded across Lake Erie to Detroit, and thence by rail to Chicago. A canal
boat drawn by horses transported them to Peru, Indiana, where a steamer traveling
by way of St. Louis finally delivered them to their destination in Davenport. Once
there, Eggert Schmidt and the other new Schleswig-Holstein immigrants greeted
their new homeland at 3:00 a.m. on July 15, 1853, after a journey of more than ten
weeks.595
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Chapter Five: Citizenship and Acculturation in the Midwest

In the late 1850s, Davenport developed into one of the most important
cities on the upper Mississippi.>? Joseph Eiboeck, chronicler of the Germans in
Towa, saw Davenport in political as well as in social respects as the most German
city in the entire West, a locality where immigrant Germans could remain true to
their mother tongue, and at the same time become good, hard-working citizens.?7
Frontier entrepreneurs>*8 met on February 23, 1836 in the home of Colonel
Davenport on Government Island in the Mississippi, to discuss plans for a new
settlement to be called Davenport. The village was founded in the same year,?%?
and a few weeks later (May 15, 1836) the first German-speaking family settled
nearby. Carl Jacob Freitag, his wife and three sons, had come from Wiirttemburg
rather than Schleswi g—Holstein.600 In the next ten years the number of Germans in
Davenport and Scott County increased to 60. In this group were predominantly
Schleswig-Holsteiners like Louis Beyer, Asmus Vieths, and Jochim and Hinrich
Steffen, 601 '

On April 11, 1847, 17 immigrants disembarked from a steamship in Davenport,
on June 21, 90 more persons, on July 13, 50 north Germans, and on August 1, 60
former residents of the duchies on the Elbe. Among the last contingent were the
subsequently famous 1848ers Matthias J. Rohlfs and Nicholas J. Rusch.%92 In the
next several years, thousands more came from Schleswig-Holstein to Davenport
and surrounding Scott County.%03 Parallel to the chain migration of former
inhabitants of the Elbe duchies, Davenport showed a very strong economic growth.
New industries, the general movement of the population and/or orientation toward
the western states, enhanced by the discovery of gold in California, and last but
not least the settlement of Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers formed the basis of this
economic boom which lasted until the ,,panic of 1857, a nationwide recession.0%4

The Daily Davenport Gazette of November 8, 1854, reported before this
economic crisis: ,,The progress of Davenport during the last 12 months has been
almost unprecedented in the history of western towns. The only limit to her
prosperity has been a shortage of housing . . . to accommodate the masses of
human beings that have flowed in upon her. Following the severe recession,
which brought the flow of immigrants almost to a standstill for several years, the
Wisconsin Banner of Milwaukee drew a gloomy picture of conditions in America:

Muscatine, lowa, February 24, 1860-—Hard Times in Davenport.
We are receiving sad reports from an eyewitness about our
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neighbor city of Davenport. Business conditions are said to
have become miserable because of the closing of the Cook and
Sargent Bank, before which the crisis had already brought many
to their knees. Paying the rent on buildings has long since gone
out of style. Half the buildings stand empty waiting for renters.
Life’s most elementary needs are difficult to meet even for well-
to-do land owners.*

Population of the City of Davenport®05

Year Population
1836 e not known (less than 100)
1840 ..o ca. 800
1850 e, 1,848

1852 e 3,500

1853 .o 4,500

1854 .o, 6,000

1856 e 12,821

| £ R 16,677
1860 ..o, 11,267
1870 e 20,038
1880 ..ot 21,831

During the two years before the American Civil War, Davenport’s population
decreased considerably; in the following decade, however, it doubled and after
that continued to show a slow but steady increase.%9¢ On December 21, 1837,
Scott County (surrounding Davenport) was organized even before the territorial
legislature, since Iowa did not become a state until 1846.507 Thanks to the mass
immigration of Schleswig-Holsteiners into the territory surrounding Davenport,
the county population also grew by leaps and bounds. In 1850 there were only
5,987 inhabitants in Scott County, and [only] two years later the population reached
8,628. ,,No other county in the state can boast of so great an influence in
population.“608 By 1860 there were already 25,960 residents.509

Schleswig-Holsteiners comprised the largest ethnic group to settle in
Davenport and Scott County. The number of German-speaking immigrants, however,
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is what ,,underscored its importance.“610 In Davenport there were 3,613 Germans
in 1858, amounting to 26.8 percent of the total city population.6!1 They came
almost exclusively from the duchies of Schleswig, Lauenburg, and Holstein,
although individuals from Hamburg, Mecklenburg and Hannover, and even a few
Bavarians were intermingled among them.®12 Harnison Street formed the border
between the Schleswig-Holsteiners in the western part of Davenport and the Irish
and Americans who lived in the eastern part of the city. Beginning in 1857, this
boundary between the ethnic groups was demarcated quite precisely by the tracks
of the Chicago, Northwestern and Pacific Railroad.613 Local historian Marlys A.
Svendsen writes: ,,from the cradle to the grave Davenport was a divided city.“614
A statistical evaluation of cemetery documents confirms this assertion. All German-
language Davenporters were buried in the Fairmont burial grounds while the other
inhabitants found their resting place in Oakdale Cemetery.615

The hill between Fifth and Locust Street and Gaines and Division Street
demarcated the residence area of the more prosperous Schleswig-Holsteiners and
later came to be known as ,,Sauerkraut Hill“ or ,,Hamburg.“616 The socially and
economically weaker residents lived in the western part of Davenport not far from
the Mississippi known as ,,Probstei.“®17 The writer Emil Klauprecht describes
this center of North German immigrants in the most important German-language
American novel published in the 19th century: ,,Jmmigrant, if you hear the Christi-
an-Germanic popular anthem of 1848 when you reach the city of Davenport, then
you know that you are in the new homeland of the Schleswig-Holsteiners, in
hospitable Probstei. On the splendid plain there, surrounded by orchards and
productive fields, graceful villas greet you bearing witness to the well-being and
comfort their dwellers enjoy.“018 Davenport’s predominance of north German
immigrants was never reflected, however, in its architecture.®19 The city directory
of 1855 lists four architects, all of whom had already been living in America for
generations.520 '

‘The convergence of transportation systems in Davenport led to its becoming
the traditional point of departure for North Germans headed farther west in the
former Wisconsin and Nebraska territory.621 As Walter Kamphoefner emphasizes
in his Westphalen in der Neuen Welt, the settlement of the German immigrants as
well as those from other European nations in America did not take place randomly,
but through the formation of ethnic concentrations in specific locations.22

While more recent research points to the importance of job possibilities for
newcomers who were choosing a place to live in the United States, the influence of

propaganda, newspaper advertisements, and letters from America (especially in
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the nineteenth century) should not be underestimated.®23 Scandinavian
researchers, by analyzing and systematically pinpointing the destinations of
immigrants, have accomplished important pioneer work in this area.624 Their
findings indicate that the economic basis of the individual emigration and
immigration areas influenced Swedish immigrants who were coming to America.
Inhabitants of farming villages. settled primarily in the Midwest, whereas their
countrymen from the centers of Swedish heavy 1ndustry moved to similarly oriented
towns like Worchester, Massachusetts.625 ‘

Towa, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Minnesota were the destinations of the
Danish rural population, whereas Copenhageners were highly underrepresented
there. Kristian Hvidt emphasizes that the time period of emigration was enormously
important for Danish emigrants with respect to the choice of a place to settle.626
For later immigrant generations, the area settled by the first immigrants from their
own region was of decisive importance. A few Schleswig-Holsteiners who originally
settled in Davenport later moved farther west, where they took part in the founding
of cities like Marne,%27 Minden, Avoca, Walcott, Wheatland, London,
Manning,528 Dewitt, and Keystone,%29 all in Iowa.%30 Immigrants from the former
duchies on the Elbe also founded the villages of Schleswig in Crawford County in
the year 1899, and Holstein (Ida County) in 1882—both likewise in Towa.%31 The-
se immigrants did not go directly to the new settlement areas, but first worked for
several years in Davenport and Scott County.632

Even today one finds settlements in the Midwest and the Far West, in
Towa, but also in the states of Washington,933 Kansas, Nebraska, and Minneso-
ta®34 where the majority of the residents can trace their roots back to the
descendants of the first Schleswig-Holstein generation in Davenport and Scott
County.%35 Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers founded not only New Holstein in
Wisconsin in 1848, but also the city of Grand Island in Hall County, Nebraska in
1857, barely ten years later this city today has a population of 33,180. The fact that
arather considerable number of Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers landed on the frontier
as squatters®36 in what later became Grand Island, Nebraska, constitutes an
exception to the German-speaking immigrants’ usual approach to settlement.
Scholars agree that Germans, in contrast to other nationalities, always arrived as
second-tier settlers, cultivating and improving the land that had already been
broken, whereas it was for the most part the restless Americans who sold their
farms at a profit and followed the westward-moving edge of civilization.

A , Historikerstreit” (argument among historians) has been smoldering in
Grand Island for over 100 years. It concerns the importance placed on two Schles-
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wig-Holstein pioneers who were active during the first years of settlement. These
two very different personalities, Friedrich Hedde from Rendsburg and Wilhelm
Stolley from Warder, tried through various publications®37 to emphasize to sub-
sequent generations the determining influence they had had during the years.638
Friedrich Hedde arrived in Davenport in 1854,53% having seen no hope of practicing
his profession as a lawyer in Schleswig-Holstein. He had belonged to the state
parliamentary assembly as a republican representative and had come to the attention
of the local Danish administration in 1844 as one of the founders of the Kiel
Turnverein. After the revolution, his legal practice abruptly ended when the Danish
king refused to renew his license.%40 Born on September 11, 1818 in Rendsburg,
Friedrich August Peter Hedde was the son of First Lieutenant Nicholas Hedde, a
volunteer from the Napoleonic wars. His mother Charlotte, née Scherneckau, was
the daughter of an affluent construction company owner. As befitted his social
class, Hedde went to private school up to the age of ten years, and later switched
to a public educational institution. Following this, he attended the Rendsburg
Gymnasium and later studied law at the Christian-Albrechts University in Kiel,
from which he graduated with high distinction in 1841.641

His opponent in America was Wilhelm Stolley, who had emigrated in 1849.
Stolley was born on April 6, 1831 in Warder near Rendsburg and died on May 17,
1911 in Grand Island. His education until the age of 16 was provided by his father,
who was headmaster of a village school.®42 Thereafter the boy began an
apprenticeship as cabinetmaker, with the intention of accompanying his older
brother Georg,%*3 a natural scientist, on his field trips.04* His education ended
prematurely at the age of 16, however, when he joined a volunteer corps as a
sharpshooter and fought in the Schleswig-Holstein War of Insurrection against
Denmark.545 Prussia’s indecisive wait-and-see policy following the armistice at
Malmé disappointed many Schleswig-Holstein freedom fighters, and in the
following spring emigration to America increased dramatically. On April 9, 1849,
Stolley left the harbor at Hamburg on a ship under the Russian flag®¢ and traveled
by way of New Orleans to join his three older brothers already in Davenport.

While Stolley represented the type of adventurer who was not afraid to
give force to his arguments by brandishing a gun, Hedde represented the classic
intellectual®’ who could defend himself only with the written word. It is in their
different personality traits and in the fact that both were leaders of this settlement
in the totally uninhabited West that historian Esther Bienhoff sees grounds for the

bitter enmity which continued beyond their deaths.648
During the congressional debates about the first transcontinental railroad,
the Barrows Bank of Davenport planned a lucrative speculation project. The banker

86



Citizenship and Acculturation in the Midwest

A. H. Barrows, who was in close economic contact with Chubb Brothers and
Barrows Banking House in Washington, D.C., which in turn had direct information
from influential politicians in the capitol, lent credence to rumors during the winter
of 1856-1857 that after completion of this first east-west railroad the federal capitol
in Washington would be moved to a more central geographic position somewhere
in Nebraska.%*9 This idea was not so far-fetched, since 124 of the 130 state capital
city relocations that have taken place happened between 1776 and 1910. Twelve of
-today’s fifty U.S. state capitols were founded solely with this purpose in mind.650

Stolley, who together with Wilhelm Hagge owned a flourishing grocery
business in Davenport, and Friedrich Hedde were given the task of carrying out
this settlement project by the Barrows Bank of Davenport.%51 Yet Stolley
emphasized: ,,On my request and recommendation, Fred Hedde was later chosen
to assist me and to help secure the number of young men I had suggested for our
settlement.“%2 In a 15-page handwritten manuscript®33 with the title ,, Another
Independent Souvenir,” Stolley made his view of the preliminary events in

.Davenport very clear: ,,It was entirely through my instrumentality alone that Mr.
Fred Hedde was permitted to participate (and he knows it), much to the displeasure
of the Barrows, Gurley, and Woodward.“054 Stolley repeated this assessment of
the events in his 90-page history of the first settlement of Hall County, Nebraska:
» - - the Town company entertained an unconquerable mistrust of Mr. Hedde, and
I had many times taken it upon myself to defend him.,*655

Subsequent settlers were recruited in Davenport in various ways. The Schles-
wig-Holsteiner Heinrich Egge, who had left his north German homeland in 1855,
wrote in his diary on April 23, 1857:956 | Stolley informed me about a speculative
plan which some banks seemed inclined to carry out in order to found a completely
new city in Nebraska among the Indians, for which 30 people had signed up, and
they were seeking as many reliable men as possible which, however, took place
entirely in secret. I could not decide immediately to sign this contract and therefore
went to Hedde, who was alawyer and was supposed to become our chief organizer,
and there I also met Stolley.*657

The contract that all the pioneers agreed to with the Davenport bank had
been worked out by Hedde and contained three important conditions: 658

1 Every participant obliges himself to farm 320 American
acres plotted by the surveyor R.C. Barnard of Washing-
ton, D.C., who is traveling with the group.95® ‘

2. The Bank pays for the purchase of the entire tract of
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land; the settler, however, must re-deed half the land
which he took into possession back to the bank and
retains only 160 acres for himself.

3. Every pioneer receives 10 lots in the city that is being
planned .660

Even before the journey began, the initiators were discussing a name for
the city that was to be founded. To commemorate his homeland, Friedrich Hedde
suggested , Neu Kiel.“ Banker Barrows wanted ,,New Philadelphia, but in the end
all the parties compromised on Wilhelm Stolley’s ,,Grand Island City,” which stems
from a nearby island in the Platte River that already bore this name.561

When they left Davenport on May 28, 1857, Hedde and Stolley had in their
group 30 men, 5 women and 2 children.62 Under Stolley’s leadership, the main
component left with five heavily loaded wagons drawn by 19 yokes of oxen.663
The Americans, accompanied by Friedrich Hedde and Christian Menck, had set
out several days earlier with a mule team.6* Wilhelm A. Hagge and Theodor
Nagel had the task of buying weapons, ammunition, and blacksmith tools in St.
Louis. On June 18, 1857, all the participants with the exception of the surveying
engineers, met in Omaha, Nebraska, the last substantial settlement before the open
prairie.%%5 There Stolley left the group and returned to Davenport, after handing
over the leadership (as he himself said) to the surveyor R.C. Barnard.6%6 In Egge’s
diary there is no mention of Barnard, but there are several indications that the
group acknowledged Hedde as the leader of their settlement party.5%7 The Hol-
steiner Christian Menck formulated the situation clearly when he wrote in his
contribution to the history of Hall County: ,,Mr. Barnard was the engineer and
chief of the company while Mr. Hedde was the leader of the Germans in the
colony. 068

From Omaha, a city of approximately 2,000 inhabitants, the little settlement
party took the difficult overland route heading west which had many names—
Mormon Trail, California Trail or Military Road.%%® Shortly before they arrived at
the intended settlement site, the difficulties began. On June 30, 1857, Henrich Egge
was the first to discover two wagon teams heading west. To get the lead on these
German settlers, who also wanted to found a city in the middle of Nebraska, 17 men
set out on foot during the night and met the advance party of American surveyors
the next day.679 After the exact spot for settlement had been chosen, they held a
conference at which they decided to erect [four] log cabins on the four corners of
a 40-square meter piece of land to have better protection against possible Indian
attacks.
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The first great test for the young settlement began.in the late fall of 1857.
The food supplies expected from Omaha failed to arrive and rations were cut to half
until they were able to re-supply themselves on their own. On November 1 of the
same year, the bad tidings of the beginning of a financial recession in the eastern
states reached the pioneers. As aresult of a nationwide banking crisis, the Barrows
Bank of Davenport, which intended to finance the settlement, was declaring
bankruptcy.

Filled with the greatest concern, Heinrich Egge wrote in his diary: ,,Our rich
company does not even have $1,000.to purchase ourselves food.* Over the next
few weeks, hope of being able to survive the first winter disappeared and the
Schleswig-Holsteiners were almost ready to quit. But additional supplies generated
by Hedde and Stolley in Davenport, coupled with news about the chaotic financial
situation in the cities, persuaded the pioneers to remain in the Nebraska territory.671

In the spring of 1858 the next group of north German settlers arrived via
Davenport, and later newcomers began coming directly from Schleswig-Holstein
and other German states.%”2 In October of 1860 Egge noted in his diary: ,,Everything
has turned out for the best! The need and misery have hopefully come to an end
and we can look forward to happier times. How remarkably fast things in America
can sometimes change! Three years ago this whole area was nothing but a desert,
a wilderness that every white man hated, and now all this wonderful commerce!
The posts for a telephone line have already been set. too, and by this fall it is
supposed to be completed as far as Fort Kearney; soon we will be in closer contact
with the civilized world again.*“

In the next few years an economic upturn resulted from the discovery of
gold in Pike’s Peak southwest of what is today Denver, Colorado. Many of the
people who hoped to find a new El Dorado there or in Wyoming, Montana, Idaho,
Utah or on the Pacific coast used the Mormon Trail which led straight through the
settlement of Grand Island.673 The rumors that Grand Island City would become
a ,,New Washington“ did not, of course, materialize, but the connection with the
railroad network of the Union Pacific in 1866 and of the Central Pacific in 1886
engendered an economic boom which not only shored up the new town but
simultaneously increased the arrivals of Schleswig-Holstein immigrants.674

A Missouri settlement whose roots do not reach back to Davenport derives
from the Schleswig-Holstein 1848er Adalbert Heinrich, Count Baundissin, a writer
(pen name Adelbert), who was born on January 25, 1820 in Hovedgaard on the
Jutland peninsula and died in Wiesbaden on March 26, 1871.675 After attending
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the Cathedral School in Schleswig and studying at the school of mining in Frei-
berg/Sachsen, he entered the Austrian civil service. Shortly after the uprising
began, he volunteered with the first Schleswig-Holstein Jagercorps, and after its
defeat he sailed from Hamburg to New York on May 1, 1852 on board the Sir
Robert Peel under Captain J.C. Wienholtz.676

There are only two letters that give information about the town of Heil-
bronn founded by Count Baudissin. One is from a Viennese named Keppler, and is
dated Heilbronn, Callaway County, Missouri, April 21, 1855. ,,Having arrived here
in Portland, we heard of a city situated nearby which its founder named ,Heil-
bronn“ because of the excellent spring water that has its source there. We went
there and found a charming place that has only a few houses, but exudes a genuinely
German atmosphere. We have heard that 30 or 40 families have signed up for lots,
so it won’t be long until a nice little assemblage of Germans will have settled here.
The founder of the town, Mr. Baudissin, sells every lot for $10, but delivers the
deed only after construction of the house has begun. In this manner any speculation
on empty lots is ruled out. Mr. Baudissin’s wish is that only free people settle here,
assuring that papists, morks, and nuns will have a hard time doing business in
Heilbronn. )

The thing that will lend prominence to this place is the excellent spring
which not only yields 16,000 buckets in 24 hours, but also has the great advantage
of having a salutary effect because of its carbonic acid content. Mr. Baudissin is in
the process of establishing a cold water spa, and as far as we can judge, he has
made a very proper and munificent beginning. A public garden of three acres’ size
will enclose the bathing house along with its fountain and immersion bath, bowling
alleys and gymnastic equipment will be set up for the guests, and the children will
have large, open grassy areas for playing.677

A second interesting description of this little town that existed until about
1911678 comes via a letter from Portland, Missouri. ,, There is a little German town
east of us called Heilbran. It is just in sight of our house. It contains a brewery, rope
manufacturing, brickyard, silver shop, and a copper shop. The Eagle Creek runs
along one edge of the town, rendering it a great place for ducks and geese. Indeed
itis a better town than Portland if it had any post office or stores.“67% The beginning
of the Civil War drove Baudissin back to Schleswig-Holstein, where he lived out
his days as a writer in Altona 680 o
Other Schleswig-Holstein settlement efforts never got beyond the planning
stage. The Itzehoe Weekly reprinted a letter signed with the initials ,,L. D. .. .s“ on
September 17, 1851. ,,] am in the process of establishing a settlement in Texas; once
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Iam convinced that all is going well, then I will come to Holstein and invite anyone
who is interested to found a Holstein colony in Texas.*

For many Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers, the reality of American freedom was
a great disappointment.98! They were quickly confronted with aggressive nativism,
political party chicanery, corruption, and slavery, which they had considered
impossible in a republic. It was not for nothing that one of the best-known political
refugees of the time, Friedrich Kapp, wrote to his father on July 16, 1850 (a short
time after his arrival in America): ,,In one’s study, the [entire] world can be laid out
on a sawhorse of Hegelian categories, but here in America it constantly makes a
mockery of such prefabricated wisdom., 082

Hans Reimer Claussen characterized more moderately events of the 1850s
that led again and again to disagreements between the Schleswig-Holstein
community in and around Davenport, the large Irish immigrant group, and the -
American majority population. ,,The laws against the sale of alcoholic drinks, the
severity of how the Sabbath is maintained according to law and custom, these and
other laws that grew out of the puritanical character of the first religious zealots
who immigrated, are annoying to many Germans.*%83 Over the long term, however,
the relentless quarreling of many idealistic ’48ers, with almost all groups of Ame-
rican society and even among themselves, was to lead to an acculturation process
on the political leve].684 :

~ Since the middle of the 19th century, a gradual shift had been taking place
in American internal politics and self-identity, along with a new orientation of
public opinion and a reconstellation of the whole society. The first four decades of
the 19th century were marked by American pride in the expansion of its national
frontiers to the West and South, as well as in the foreign and domestic successes
of the past. But the decade before the Civil War led to a confrontation between the
steadily developing industrial economy of the North and the old agrarian [social]
structures on the South, which was economically dependent on the institution of
slavery.

The newly arrived 1848ers absorbed the unrest and aggressivity present in
American society, just as the older German (intellectual) immigrants of the 1830s
had quickly identified with the then-current feelings of contentment with and
admiration of America. Although externally the processes for the two intellectual
groups unfolded quite differently—on the one hand aggressive criticism of
everything and everyone, and on the other, a feeling of admiring self importance—
a process of integration and accommodation took place on the political level, even
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in the case of most of the radical 1848ers, at the latest by the end and as a result of
the Civil War. Thus, the older as well as the more recent German immigrants between
1830 and 1860 showed in antithetical ways their sense of belonging to American
society.85

Just how radically and uncompromisingly the young Schleswig socialist
Theodor Giilich judged the American constitutional reality shortly after his arrival
in Davenport is evident in his réports. By means of the platform available to him via
his weekly newspaper Der Demokrat, he turned against not only the American
president, whom he compared with the bandit of Paris* and ,,the bogeyman of St.
Petersburg,” but also against the entire U. S. Congress. ,, These represent-atives of
the people have created scenes that would have provoked a brawl in any low-class
tavern. They argue like philistines, they use their time against, rather than for, the
people, because they have been paralyzed and their actions determined by the
speculations and intrigues brought about by the next presidential election. 086

Giilich’s notions of an ideal democracy, in which politicians represent the
highest moral principles and not only on behalf of the people without regard for
their own careers, were doomed to disappointment. The United States found itself
before the Civil War in a deep economic and political crisis (the recession of 1857
and potential dissolution of the traditional parties). Giilich also sharply criticized
the failure of the land reform that many immigrants had demanded. In his view,
millions of acres had been given over to a few capitalists in the face of all arguments,
instead of being allocated for the well-being of thousands, even millions, of hard-
working immigrants.687 : :

Claussen’s reaction to Giilich’s article makes clear the distinction between -

the political expectations of the utopian socialist Giilich and those of a much older
republican. He saw no reason for berating Congress since, in the matter of land
reform, ,,it represented unarguably the will of the great majority of the American
people. In terms of its numerical count, the national Free Soil party is very small.
One must consider that four-fifths of the population is engaged in farming. The
interest of this multitude of farmers, however, is opposed to the granting of federal
land without charge.* Claussen considered absurd the reproach that the presidential
election ,,was a superfluous destructive activity resembling something akin to
kingship.*“688 He imputed to Giilich a scheme calling for ,,an executive committee,*
and concluded his critique with the rhetorical question:.,,Would not such an_alter-
native produce the same agitation?*689

The American press in Davenport was not content merely to condemn the
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Schleswig-Holstein newspaper publisher Theodor Giilich, but the majority of
German immigrants as well:

,»The editor, a notorious infidel, supposedly reflects the sentiments
of the mass of our German citizens. Holding the opinions he does
with regard to religion, it is just as natural for him to oppose the
Sabbath and Prohibition Law, and favour Lotteries and Tom
Paine®0 as for water to seek its level . . . While there is much to
be admired in the German character, there is considerable to be
condemned in the estimation of an American. . . Bringing with
them from the Fatherland sentiments and opinions, . . . moral and
political culture, entirely different from that which is experienced
in this country, they cannot expect to adapt . . . successfully to
the circumstances by which they are here surrounded.*

The American journalist concluded his article with a threat:

,»We trust the day may come, as it will come, when, if our German
friends have not the foresight to perceive the effect of their course
and change their conduct, American citizens will place it without
their power to exert that influence for evil which is now alas! so
plainly displaying itself.“¢91

A few weeks after these substantial threats against Theodor Giilich and his
Schleswig-Holstein fellow immigrants were aired, Theodor Olshausen anticipated
an intensification of the situation through nativist activities on the part of
Americans. He wrote to his brother Justus from St. Louis on April 20, 1855: ... . all
Germans in the Union are facing a crisis caused by increasing tension with
Americans. This is making life in this country less tolerable. The entire system of
government is slipping visibly and in either the shorter or the longer term must
surely lead to civil war.*

Added to these disappointing political realities, intellectual 1848ers in the
earlier years frequently experienced serious problems making a living. All newcomers
had to face completely new challenges. What profession should an educated
Schieswig-Holstein 1848er elect in America?%°2 For almost ten years Hans Reimer
Claussen and Theodor Olshausen tried different career possibilities in various
places before they finally established a secure occupation. After sojourns in New
York and St. Louis, Hans Reimer Claussen and his family eventually decided
permanently in favor of Davenport. In his first months there he worked hard to

93




Chapter 5

acquire fluency in English and thereafter was employed by a young American
lawyer. In two years Claussen not only achieved his license to practice law in Iowa,
but had also advertised his translation of Beadle’s Collection of lowa State Laws
in the first edition of Der Demokrat 593 The number of subscribers must have
been so small, however, that printing the German text would not have been profita-
ble. Dr. August Richter was neither able to find a copy around the turn of the
century, nor was there any indication that it had ever been published.9%4 Claussen’s
ability to translate the Iowa compendium was no doubt facilitated by his familiarity
with American laws and the Constitution, about which he had given brilliant
speeches in the Paulskirche in Frankfurt.

Through letters from Andreas Hanssen and reports in the Itzehoe Weekly
we know that Claussen speculated on land in the vicinity of Davenport. When
other agents took his action to indicate intensifying immigration from Schleswig-
Holstein and used this ,,insider information* to amass the adjacent lots for
themselves, Claussen withdrew from the scene. ,,Claussen has left Davenport,
where he had become involved in many unfortunate differences of opinion, and
moved to Lyons, lowa, where he is starting the somewhat risky business of running
aflour mill, and could easily lose all he has.“%95 Theodor Olshausen had reckoned
Claussen’s chances of success correctly. A few weeks after the mill was built, flour
prices sank dramatically and, together with his partners, his son, and his son-in-
law, Claussen returned to Davenport in 1858.

Up until 1860, Theodor Olshausen also continued to experience financial
‘problems. It is true that after his emigration he lived with his half-brother Arthur in
St. Louis, but the income from his activities as the author of practical reference
books for Germany and as a news correspondent proved slim indeed. In addition,
continuing problems with his German publisher discouraged him, as did the fact
that some newspapers, for example the Augsburger Allgemeine, paid no attention
to his releases.%%6 After the failure of his plan to start an agency for selling land
with his half-brother Arthur, he moved to Davenport, where he functioned as a
newspaper publisher and editor from 1856 to 1860. Shortly before the Civil War
broke out he returned to St. Louis, where he bettered his financial situation
considerably by taking over the Westliche Post. Bleik Peters, Olshausen’s young
political ally from the period before their emigration, wrote from his suburban home
in St. Louis to his parents and said something that held true for a great many
immigrants: ,,Well, in this land of freedom where everybody is left to his own
initiatives, you have to pay your tuition before you learn the ropes.<6%7

Olshausen described the discrepancy between expectation and reality using
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the example of a former Meldorfer delegate to the state parliament, Dr. Hans Chri-
stian Dreis, 98 _who had a lot of problems in St. Louis and soon left his position
as school teacher, returned to New York quite disgruntled. I am afraid that he will
never find a place in America that he likes; but then, he does make unreasonable
demands of the country and the people.“69° Three months later, however, Dr.
Dreis successfully opened a brewery in Davenport. ,,He’ll be making a lot more
money brewing than lecturing. Lectures to a German public in America are, in
every respect, a very big luxury. However, everyone drinks beer daily and no one
is very choosy about it,*700 '

In his initial years, Olshausen uniformly condemned Americans’ greed for
money ,,which unfortunately absorbs the complete concentration of most
people.«701

»I continue to live here, by the way, in my customary manner, without much
happening that I find particularly interesting, for I can’t get interested in local
matters because of the way people treat them—that is, in their daily fluctuations
and personalities. They call this ‘politics” here—people are concerned about the
general business of the Union only to the extent that it involves personalities. 702

In a letter to his brother Georg, Andreas F. Hanssen is also critical about the
American party system:

»» « - you do not consider yourself cut out for middle class work,
and participation in political life would be impossible for you,
not only because of your lack of familiarity with the language,
but also because of your hatred for party machinations, a flaw
which Americans view as a necessary evil, somewhat the way
you look at the German police state, something we have to
negotiate the way one picks his path through the underbrush of
a [virgin] forest. But things will certainly take a different
configuration following the outbreak of revolution, even though
as I expect, that will not come to pass for another dozen
" years.«703

Olshausen analyzed the American [folk] character, comparing it to the
German in a report he made following a serious train accident that he was very
lucky to have survived: -

»These people are reckless and driven by their passion for danger.
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... Every individual thinks he will escape with his life. . . . Behind
all the haste and rushing, the lack of caution and concern, I see
only that egotism which is such an overwhelming driving force
for them [as a people]. It is not a cowardly egotism. . . but rather
that of a reckless libertine or gambler who enjoys living life to the
full and, above all, wants to become rich. . . A minority of them,
on the other hand, for example in the case of accidents, are as
willing to sacrifice as they are to do things, because almost
everybody has a touch of practicality. In spite of the recklessness
which they possess, they are lacking, in my opinion, a certain
moral courage that is not at all rare in Germany. 704

After Olshausen’s emigration, his political thinking continued to revolve
around the concept of freedom, just as it had back in Schleswig-Holstein. ,,In my
opinion, the Yankee is not very concerned with the broad concept of freedom.”%5 ,,
And concerning his countrymen in Davenport, Olshausen expressed his
condemnation in 1856: ,,A political instinct is unknown among them; they remain
here the same philistines they were in Germany. Even the educated Germans have
no feel for American politics and they are much more interested in the freedom to
drink beer and such matters, than in the principle of freedom.*706

In contrast to the intellectuals from Schleswig-Holstein, the immigrant
farmhands, maids, day workers and handicraftsmen had it incomparably easier
economically; they, too, however, were not happy with the daily reality of America.
The chasm between the immigrant Germans and the Americans seemed to J. D.
Blunck, a representative of the peasant class, insurmountable: ,,These are typical
cases of American braggadocio and arrogance, to which must be added their
penchant for ignoring, mistreating, and deceiving the Germans. 707

For unmarried men there was quite a different problem in America, as An-
dreas F. Hanssen pinpointed statistically in his second major report about New
Holstein: ,,As in all of the newer states, here in Wisconsin the male sex forms a
significant majority. According to the last census, 20,000 women would be needed
to create a balance between the two sexes exists; of these, 5,000 could immediately
be allocated to young men of marrying age.“7%8 In a private letter to his brother
Georg, Hanssen revealed his own distressful situation in America. ,,When I think
before, your six children. In a few days my house will be under construction and in
four weeks it can be ready for occupancy, and then I will start looking for a wife
seriously, if it has not already happened by then.“79% At the end of 1850, Andreas
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F. Hanssen married the daughter of Claus Oesau, Caecilia, who was 20 years younger
than he and had been working for the Arens family in New Holstein,”10 :

The successful founding of a Turner society in Davenport offers a good
example of how the radical democratic ideology of the Kiel Turnverein crossed the
Atlantic as intellectual baggage, as it were. We also can note how it reached full
bloom and can trace how, for several years thereafter, the experiences of the
revolutionary period influenced the thoughts and action of many young
revolutionaries from Schleswig-Holstein now living in Scott County.”1! On Au-
gust 3, 1852, 13 Schleswig-Holsteiners, almost all of whom had taken part in the
uprising against Denmark, got together and founded the Socialist Turner
Society.”12

Some months after Theodor Giilich had published the first number of the
German-language Der Demokrat, he heard that Christian Miiller, the former leader
of the Kiel Turnverein, would be coming to Davenport. Immediately he encouraged
friends to participate in the founding of a Turner Society. In a poem for the 25th
anniversary of what became the Davenport Turnverein, Theodor Giilich described
the group of founding members:

»ocattered remnants of freedom’s army,
whose ,,Clear the way!“ thundered into battle,
Thus they landed on the shores :
of the Atlantic, and in their dark yearning
Westward they went, this procession

of people without a country, struck by fate;’
Till at the meadows of the giant river

They said: ,,Let us build our cabins here!*
This was the stalwart band of ’48ers.

Of money and possessions they carried little;

,»But their hands were sturdy, their eyes clear
And their youthful courage still unbroken.
Thus they quickly established their new
homeland,

Loyal and true to it as to the one before,
And thus, along the bed of the Mississippi,
Arose the basis for a Turner Society of
o0ld.«713
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The main purpose which this organization served in addition to bodily
fitness was to cultivate a feeling of cooperation among like-minded individuals
who wanted to influence political and social questions ,,based on the notion of
radical progress.“714 During the early period the idea remained very much alive
that they might depart from their exile in America and return to Schleswig-Holstein
with the hope of becoming active once again in Germany, as part of a new social
revolution.

Three years before Davenport, the North American Turner movement got
its American start with the foundation of a Turner society in Cincinnati on Novem-
ber 21, 1848. Horst Uberhorst mentions the Ludwig Jahn disciples who pioneered
gymnastic societies in the United States: Karl Follen, Karl Beck, and Franz Lieber.
Soon additional Turner societies were established in Baltimore, New York and
several other cities. On July 15, 1850, the New York Socialist Turner Society initiated
the founding of an umbrella organization called the Socialist Turner
[Association].715 In a publication commissioned by this organization, Eduard
Miiller urged the re-establishment of ,,the lost equality of human education® as a
goal for each Turner Society; [with the awakening of the ,,slumbering powers"
within us, our ,,sloth-like apathy.* He called on the members of a ,,unified Fatherland
on both sides of the ocean“ to arm themselves to meet any future ,.external
threat.“716 As Turner greetings, Miiller recommended the slogans ,,Gut Heil* and
,,Bahn frei,* which were meant to ,,proclaim the [principle of] truth, both here and in
our German Fatherland.“7}7 A major part of the membership dues was spent for
gymnastic equipment, parades and festivals, but some was allocated for ,,mental
gymnastics,* which included the acquisition of books, honoraria for lectures and
the organization of literary competitions.

The Socialist Turner Association wanted to position itself at the head of
the so-called progressive societies in order to pave the way for social reforms, in
the process of which existing prejudices against socialists would also be
eliminated.”18 The American historian Carl Wittke characterizes the enormous
breadth of their membership: ,revolutionary communists, atheists, pantheists,
ardent nationalists, sober, middle-of-the-road reformers, and cosmopolitans who
championed the universal brotherhood of man regardless of race, creed, class, or
nationality.“’!® The American Left however, had no single unified opinion
concerning the socialistic Turners. The critical assessment of Meyer's Monats-
Hefte of New York in October 1853 was that socialism was too important to be
associated with the Turner movement. In the eyes of the famous 1848er Christian
Essellen, by contrast, the socialistic Turner societies represented the only
organization that had any influence on political and social questions.”20
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The National Demokrat of Dubuque quoted the New York Criminal
Newspaper, published by the Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers Rudolph and Friedrich
Lexow, regarding this issue. Speaking before the Western Turners in 1858, the
influential Friedrich Hecker had drawn a clear position:

»~Among all groups, different opinions hold sway with respect to
the means necessary for the retention and development of
freedom: this is true of Turners as well, and harmonious
cooperation is not possible if a certain political direction is
prescribed to all members by a platform put forth by the majority.
‘We take the position that the Turner societies not be permitted to
become a political organization, especially since we do not agree
that a single fighter for freedom will be lost because of its
neutrality.*721 "

The position of the above-mentioned Socialist Turner Association umbrella
organization concerning American politics had been firmly established in the early
1850s when the following resolution was taken: ,,The Turnerbund in general
supports the platform of the radical Free Soil party and takes as its duty to further
the party to the best of its ability.*722

The historian Hans Metzner saw in the failed revolution of 1848 the primary
reason for the rapid expansion of the German Turner movement in North America.
Among the thousands of refugees and immigrants who had been expelled through
the ,,pressure of the reactionary forces* were many who had already been members
of Turner societies back home and who simply continued to follow the impulses of
the revolutionary spirit following their immigration.”23 But how did this new
establishment on the banks of the Mississippi come to be? If we consider that
Davenport at the time had about 3,400 inhabitants, a Turner membership of 100 at
the beginning of 1854 is remarkable. The main reason for this increase is to be
found in the flood of immigrants arriving from Schleswig-Holstein.”24

Until 1853, the gymnastic exercise classes took place in the vinegar factory
of Christian Miiller and Ludwig Weyhe, not far from the city cemetery at the west
end of Second Street. In the winter [of that year] they moved to the attic of
Fahrenkrug’s flour mill near Seventh Street.”25 Also in 1853 the socialist Turners
built a provisional gymnasium on Fourth Street that soon became much too small.
In 1857, then, the Turner society bought an expensive lot on the south side of Sixth
Street. Using only their own labor, they built a new gymnasium which was also
rented out for other events.”20
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On January 27, 1854, the Turner society appeared in public for the first time
on the occasion of dedicating its new banner. In the name of the women of Schles-
wig-Holstein, the daughter of Hans Reimer Claussen presented the society with a
hand-stitched red flag, expressing the wish that it be ,,accompanied by the good
wishes of all friends of the enlightenment and of progress,* and closed by quoting
the slogan of the Turner society: ,,Freiheit, Bildung und Wohlstand fiir Alle!*
(Freedom, Education and Well-Being for All)!727 This motto, which the most
radical of the 1848ers, Karl Heinzen, had already used in Europe, became the slogan
of the so-called ,,Louisville Platform* (1852) that was to influence the public
discussions of the Germans in America for several years because of its radical
statements.”28 The speaker that evening and the socialist Turner society’s chief
ideologue, Theodor Giilich, used the festive opportunity of his speech to expand
on the political ideas of the society. '

At the outset he compared the color of the flag, red, with the ,,blood that
had flowed in the battles against Denmark* and hoped that, soon enough, ,,beneath
its rustlings, songs of future victories would be whispered into the ears of society
members.” Then he summed up the American situation, charging that here ,,the
dagger of popery murders in secret,” and for that reason the red flag was to be ,,the
symbol of a life and death struggle against the church and the Philistines.*72° He
concluded that after progress had been victorious on all battlefields the battle cry
would be ,,Freedom, Education and Well-Being for All,* which would awaken the
,»world from its stupefied brooding,* and that mankind would extend their hands to
each other, ,,brotherly hands to unite the peoples forever!*730

The anticlerical position of the socialist Turner societies in the United
States irritated the older, more established Americans. In their Puritan sensibility
they denied the Germans any sense of justice because of the atheism they
propagated. The New York Times wrote the following commentary about the
socialist Turners in America: ,,When a society composed of thousands of young
men like the Turners renounces deliberately some of the great truths on which
mankind has always rested—the existence of a personal deity and the possibility
of revelation—we are not surprised at any moral irregularities which may result . .
. .Where men deny God, they are very apt to deny temperance and justice.*731

Like many other radical socialists, Theodor Giilich was deeply influenced
by the French utopian thinkers Proudhon, Fourier, Cabet, and St. Simon.”32 In an
address to the members of the Turner Society he summarized: ,,Socialism is literally
that which concerns society; in the narrower sense of the term, it strives to improve
the condition of society.“733 He gave a specific example for the American situation:
,,Given the conditions peculiar to America, I consider land reform one of the most
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important and critical social measures needed here. Land reform seeks, first of all,
to grant any true settler 160 acres of federal land for free and, secondly, to establish
a limit to the amount of land that can be held by a single individual.“734

Although the terms ,,socialism® and ,,communism‘ were used inter-
changeably and synonymously up to the time of the 1848 revolution in Germany,
clear distinctions now could be discerned. The socialists strongly emphasized the
intellectual side of their progressive efforts and saw in the unity of well-being and
education the possibility of an evolutionary reformation of society. They wanted
to introduce an organizational change on the basis of democratic principles,
whereupon a reallocation of consumer goods would inevitably follow. The
Communists, on the other hand, insisted on the abolition of private property through
revolutionary action by the proletariat.”3>

Karl Heinzen, a close political ally of Giilich’s, worked out the differences
between communism and socialism clearly.

»2Communism wants to take personal property away from
everyone because it understands it as the source of all evil;
socialism[, on the other hand,] wants to provide everyone with
personal property because it views it as the pre-condition of all
well-being. Communism makes the commonality of people its
purpose and sacrifices the free individual to it; for socialism, the
free individual is the purpose and the commonality of people
and central point . . . Communism has as its task the direction of
the entire machinery of society from above, anti-democratically;
Socialism lets society shape itself democratically from
below.*736

Just how wide-ranging the political program of the socialistic Turner Society
in Davenport was can be best seen in its demand for equal rights for women. In a
commemorative speech of January 27, 1854, Giilich amplifies on this subject:

,,From slave status to maidservant, from maidservant to housewife,
women have gradually worked their way up, parallel to the
advancement of general education. There is one step that is still
missing: that of the free and equal companion of the free man. To
be sure, the particular operational spheres of the two sexes are
different and I would be the last who would want to meld them
together. But they must both develop free and independent, side
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by side, if we are ever to be able to speak of the perfectibility of all
of humanity. . . And unfortunately this has previously not been
the case! And precisely for this reason—for nature punishes every
sin against its eternal laws—we remain today at our relatively low
stage of development. Only those who want true and complete
freedom can further the progress toward this ideal. And this is
why we see among all educated peoples how the feminine sex

- places itself more and more under the red banner of the future—as
a hope of the suppressed, as a new gospel of the enslaved—this,
at least, is how we see it.“737

Rippley emphasizes that along with Karl Heinzen and other 1848ers, the Davenport
Turner Society was in the forefront promoting suffrage for women through lectures
and public discussions. ,,Mathilde Franziska Anneke justifies the claim that they
were among the founders of the women'’s liberation movement.*738

The Socialist Turner Society in Davenport supported almost all
radical German activities that were organized on a national level in the
strongholds of the German Americans, such as the ,,People’s League for the
Old and New World*“ (1852), the ,,Central Union of Free Germans“ (1854 in
Cleveland), and Karl Heinzen’s ,,Louisville Platform.“739 These societies
wanted to do away with the office of president and the senate, and beyond
that they wanted to abolish slavery as well as all Christian practices.”40
»We did not, of course, go quite as far as the members of the Pittsburg[h]
Assembly. The annexation of Europe by America seemed even to us a
somewhat too large-scale enterprise that would go beyond even our means,
and that is saying a lot. But otherwise we were merely locking in ideas.*7#1 It
is clear how important the Turners’ activities in the political arena were to
them in their growth phase from the fact that the traditional efforts toward
»equal development of the body and the spirit in the whole person® are
mentioned only briefly in Giilich’s speech. True socialism, rather, was what
concerned the Schleswig-Holstein Turners in Davenport:

,»we have always stood and continue to stand, undeterred, on
the sure foundation of freedom, and the Declaration of
Independence is our confession of faith. We would never
_consider interpreting the slogan on our banner, ‘Freedom,
Education and Well-Being for All,” in the sense of contemporary
socialism. Though we demand freedom, education and well-being
for all and are prepared to go to the extent of our powers to
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ensure those highest values for ourselves—or if the state can
guarantee them to us without exceeding its rightful duties and
thereby infringing on one or the other, or possibly all, of these
indispensable and mutually supportive fundamental conditions
for the healthy development of the individual—still, we would
not think, even for a moment, of following the ideology of those
who are held in thrall by the more than childish deception that
all beautiful things are preserved in a repository somewhere,
ready for use . . .“742 '

In 1887 Giilich distanced himself from all ,,Pollyanna doctrines* purporting to create
happiness for all,” since they were, in his opinion, ,,destructive to the community.*
In his philosophical teachings he urged everyone to be ready to fight for freedom
at all times ,,so that it might have a chance to survive.*

His presentations concerning the function of the state and the position of
the individual are a mixture of radical democratic and liberal elements based on ,,the
inalienable rights of man* [which he found spelled out in] the Declaration of
Independence of 1776, and [in] the writings of Thomas Paine.’3 | Inasmuch as
the security of the republic consists exclusively in the activity of the individual,
the republic’s task is to guarantee the individual’s freedom of action toward this
end, to promote the full development of his strengths and to protect him against ali
attacks from without. The rights of the individual cease to exist at that point where
the equal rights of other individuals begin—and the state is nothing more than the
conscientious border guard for all.«744

Again and again Giilich emphasized that his ideas were also those of his
[co-workers] [political allies?] and that the ,truths* of the Declaration of
Independence were the reason for their immigration. On the whole, Giilich was
happy with the achievements of the 1848ers, but he warned against the false
conclusion that ,,external circumstances* could lead mankind to freedom; not until
people are prepared ,,to be active within them and to change them with clear
judgment” can they attain true freedom.

The radical democratic ideas [direction] of the society, whose members
even carried the revolutionary black, red, and gold flag in parades’> gradually
receded into the background over the next few years. Political lectures and debates
continued to be a regular component of the society’s programs; for example, Theo-
dor Olshausen spoke on May 27, 1856, about the social and political calling of the
Turners,’46 but the dwindling hope for a return to Schleswig-Holstein in the near
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future, coupled with greater involvement in the domestic politics of America, pushed
aside their original concept and its goal of returning to Germany.

Theodor Olshausen’s lecture was the concluding event of the first major
Turner celebration. On May 26 and 27, 1856, the socialist Turners had invited
delegates from the area to Davenport, and delegations had arrived from many
neighboring cities and marched in a parade to Bomberg’s Biergarten, which served
as the festival grounds. All along the way to their destination above 12th Street
and Brady, a large number of German and American residents of Davenport gathered
[lined the streets]. Theodor Giilich greeted all the guests. Since the Turner Societies
already had a children’s program by that time, all the age groups next performed in
their various competitions.’4’

Three years later, the Davenport Turners organized the seventh inter-re-
gional Turnerfest on Mitchell’s Bluff on the northwestern edge of the city, where
Henry Ramming, editor of the newspaper Der Demokrat greeted the many Turners
who had arrived. Next, Theodor Giilich gave a speech in German, followed by one
in English by James J. Lave, who strongly emphasized sympathy on the part of
liberal Americans for Turner ideals. The festival concluded with a concert by the
choral division of the Davenport Turner Society.”48

After Theodor Giilich and John Daldorf had moved to Burlington in 1856
and other founding members had also left Davenport, the designation ,,Socialist™
was stricken from the society’s name in 1858 and it was renamed the Davenport
Turnverein.”4?

In conclusion, it can be said that the Socialist Turnverein of Davenport
tried, especially in its early years to perpetrate enthusiasm for the revolution and
to put into practice the lofty political ideals that could not to be realized back in
Schleswig-Holstein in the ,temporary exile“ that was to become their permanent
home. For a few years they looked back longingly to their old homeland and
followed with great interest the political developments of their home region and of
the Fatherland they had unsuccessfully fought for, with the assured assumption
that in due time a social revolution would make their own intervention necessary.
After the reports of subsequent immigrants had rendered these hopes vain, a
gradual change took place in the attitude of the Turners. Gradually they shifted
-away from their initial opposition to-all American institutions, about which-they.
had had exaggeratedly idealistic notions before their immigration. While many
Turners remained true to their original principles, most gradually began to confront
the increasingly burning domestic issues of their ,,exile land,” such as slavery,
nativism and prohibition.”59
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This development was advanced by the rapidly improving standard of
living of the German population of Davenport, and by the growing number of
members in the society. Especially among new members of the Turner society,
there were many who had little interest in the political program of the Socialist
Turner Society, but sought rather business contacts and social activities.”>! This
development was promoted by Theodor Giilich’s departure to Burlington in the
year 1856. Although cultural and political lectures continued to be given later as
well by Hans Reimer Claussen, for example, on the topic of the moral system of the
Greek philosophers (February 26, 1860) and on Bismarck’s reactionary policies
(January 28,-1879),752 but the original goals of making socialism acceptable in
America and of keeping fit both intellectually and physically for the anticipated
return to Germany disappeared entirely.

Like many others of his age, Theodor Giilich was impressed by the
revolutionary ideas of Europe and the experiences of the revolutionary period. But
he remained more consistently true to his radical-republican principles than did his
political allies.”>3 Both in his actions and in the idealism he expressed, he remained
an exception.

The founding of societies, schools and organizations in which the customs
and traditions of the homeland were continued demonstrate interest in the
immigrants’ developing their own culture.”>* Moreover, the majority of them knew
little or nothing [at all] about American institutions and organizations.”> On the
one hand, the language barrier and a lack of knowledge and understanding of
American culture contributed to the continuation of their own heritage. Furthermore,
there developed in the case of the Germans in America a feeling of their own
superiority and at the same time the fear that the traditions they had brought along
could be lost.756

All the traditional German organizations offered new immigrants a piece of
their own past and made it possible for them to preserve the language or dialect of
their homeland, and to perpetuate their common traditions. At the same time, the
intensive club activities of the Germans reinforced the impression that Germans
were unwilling to assimilate. Among the Americans, the widely held opinion
prevailed that the Germans spent most of their leisure time in beer gardens singing
nostalgic songs.”57

The ,,dominant culture® however, failed to see how important the ethnic
organizations were simply in helping to overcome homesickness by easing the

long-term transition from German to American culture.”® It is true that the
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orientation of many societies seemed to work against the assimilation of their
members; in the majority.of cases, however, the societies aided immigrants in
bringing heritage of their homeland into harmony with their American environment.

The extent to which the process of assimilation had progressed in the
eastern United States is clear from a letter of Theodor Olshausen written shortly
after his arrival in the Midwest. ,,Here in St. Louis half the city is German, and the
Germans, unlike those in the East, who are ashamed of their nationality and therefore
speak a great deal of English, behave like the equals of the Americans, speak
German everywhere in public places, and found societies and military
organizations.*759

The first society founded by Schleswig-Holsteiners in the U. S. was the
Davenport/Scott County Liedertafel Choral Society of the year 1848, Its founder
and first director was the 1848er Matthias Rohlfs, who also brought the first piano
to Scott County.760 On June 23, 1851, this club was reorganized and its name
changed to the German Ménnerchor [Men’s Singing Society] [Men’s choir].76!
Ten years after the club was founded, Matthias Rohlfs and his choir organized the
first major interregional singing event in Davenport. For the weekend of June 30 to
July 5, 1858, they planned the Third Singing Festival of the Northwestern
Association and invited 27 singing societies as well as delegates of many Turner
groups.”62 In addition to ,,good humor and unity,* this event was supposed also
to give the Americans ,,an appreciation of our characteristic qualities, which
frequently are misjudged due to insufficient knowledge.* In addition, they wanted
to let ,,the German culture appear in a favorable light to the other nationalities and
remove prejudices that have struck deep roots in them due to habit and to their
isolation from the heterogeneous European community of peoples.*763

In New Holstein, Wisconsin, a rhetorical society was founded along with a
choral society in 1849 scarcely a year after the arrival of the Schleswig-Holstein
settlers. Noteworthy in this connection is a comment by Andreas F. Hanssen in
one of his detailed newspaper reports: ,,The public speaking [rhetorical] society
was founded after the model of similar American societies and already [early in
1850] numbers 20 members.“7%% We can assume that Hanssen would have
mentioned a Schleswig-Holstein or a German tradition if there had been one;’65
apparently the New Holsteiners had no problem with adapting an American pattern
to a typically German tradition. The chronicler Rudolf Puchner indicatesa synthesis
of the old and the new homeland regarding the manner in which the society’s
sessions were conducted as well: ,Let us describe one of these public speaking
afternoons in brief: One of those in attendance asked the president for permission
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to speak and presented some kind of scholarly or social topic in a rather lengthy
and well prepared speech. After this was over, one or the other of the gentlemen
tried to demonstrate the incorrect logic or inaccurate assertions of the speaker, and
whereupon a general discussion followed in which the pros and cons were
energetically exchanged.“76¢ In founding such a literary society, the members
were never concerned about its principles, the abandonment of their ethnic identity,
or the possible betrayal of traditional customs: '

Andreas F. Hanssen reported on the social time following the serious
disputations: ,,The singing society has linked up with the public speaking group
to the degree that it spices up the later evening hours with its rebearsals and
presentations, during which, now and then, a good barrel of beer from Sheboygan
is opened up, putting us in a mood that makes us forget that we are living here in
a region where, two years ago, hardly anything was heard but the shrill huntmg
calls and rifle shots of the wild Indians. «“167

Under the headline ,;German Literary Society, the Davenport press held up
the extensive scope of these German activities as an example to be imitated by its
readers: ,,. . . there are in successful operation . . . two German societies, viz: the
“Verein,” and the ‘Gesellige Verein,” one consisting of about 85, the other of about.
50 members. . . . Each of these members pays a monthly ‘tax’ of 25 cts., which.. . .is
devoted to the purchase of books and English and German newspapers. These
societies meet once a week for discussions. When will our Anglo-Saxon friends

manifest as much interest in literary matters as their German neighbors?*768

Many 1848ers were convinced that the revolution in Germany failed because
the church had massively supported absolutism and subsequently reactionary
policies.”69 This led to the aggressive anti-clericalism of many Schleswig-Hol-
stein emigrants, who considered themselves freethinkers and saw in Hegel, Feuer-
bach, and Thomas Paine their philosophical forebears.”’0 These ,.enlightened
humanists* spanned the spectrum from atheism to pantheism and went back to the
philosophical tradition of rationalism.””! On this basis, the 1848ers in the United
States established freie Gemeinden (free congregations) and Freiménnervereine
(freemen’s societies).”’2 Independent congregations that rejected any connection
between church and state had their models in Germany.”” An early example of
these non-denominational congregations were the Philaleths in Hamburg whose
spokesperson was Theodor Olshausen.”’# The influence of this free-thinking
movement is especially clear in a pamphlet by Theodor Olshausen, published
anonymously with a large press run in 1830, in which he urged all people who were
not inwardly committed to a church, to break off their external connections as well.
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. We believe we are able to defend this position before God and the world.«773

The Schleswig-Holstein 1848ers were also interested in founding Freie
Gemeinden in local towns, but they were not successful in this. C. F. Huch, who
mentions a Freie Gemeinde in New Holstein at the end of 1852, must be corrected.””6
Andreas F. Hanssen explained the background for the foundation of Freie Gemein-
den in the U.S. and the fondness of the intellectual New Holsteiners for the lectures
organized by them to his readers in Schleswig-Holstein.

,-A powerful reaction arose against the excesses of both churches
[the Protestant Church was in the hands of the Methodists, and
Hanssen called Catholic priests papists] in the so-called free or
humanistic congregation which recognize no authority in matters
of faith and for this reason attach only historic significance to
Christianity. The German revolutionary refugees provide them with
capable leaders. The predominantly negative character of this
movement, however, indicates that it will probably not be of long
duration, and the healthy spirit of our settlers rises up mightily
against it, no matter how close it has come to us and how much we-
enjoy hearing the intellectual lectures of its speakers.*777

Some settlers of New Holstein certainly subscribed to the weekly ,, Der Humanist,
the organ of the free congregations and free schools® that had a circulation of
about 800 in Wisconsin, but there was no Frei¢ Gemeinde in New Holstein.”78
Even in those metropolitan areas with a large German element the free religious
congregations soon disappeared, having had little influence on the broader masses
of people.”” '

In Davenport, too, the 1848er Schleswig-Holsteiners Hans Reimer Claussen,
Matthias Rohlfs and Theodor Giilich had collected $1,000 for building a Freie
Kirche80 in 1852 and had persuaded Pastor Kroger, who had immigrated from
Schwabstedt, to take over the congregation.”8! But because of the minimal
response from the local residents, which ran counter to their willingness to make
donations, and internal dissension, the construction never was finished.”%2

The German Free School Society founded in 1852/53, on the other hand,
._was a great success.’83 Richter reports that the ,decidedly free-thinking
orientation” that the school maintained for many years and its success can be
ascribed to its founder, Theodor Giilich.”8 These private schools were founded
in order to ,,remove the German children from the demented (American) drilling
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